
You can hear the phrase “these are uncertain and unprecedented 
times” everywhere. Those words are so commonplace, it’s easy to 
tune that message out, but they paint an accurate picture of the 
state of affairs in baseball in 2020. There’s no debating that the novel 
coronavirus pandemic threw a knee-buckling curveball just as spring 
training was coming to a close and fans’ thoughts turned to Opening 
Day. If COVID-19 wasn’t enough, baseball fans agonized as team owners 
and the Major League Baseball Player’s Association attempted to 
implement some semblance of a schedule for the upcoming season. All 
teams are on track to begin their 60-game schedules at the end of July. 
But how will die-hard fans, causal observers and baseball historians 
remember the 2020 campaign?

Oh, the asterisk. Fans and historians alike are infatuated with that 
funny little typographic symbol and often apply it when something 
in the game appears amiss. Think of Roger Maris’ assault on Babe 
Ruth’s single-season home run record. Maris played more games in 
1961 then Ruth did in 1927. How about Barry Bonds passing Henry 
Aaron to become the all-time home run leader? Bonds was an active 
participant in baseball’s Steroid Era. How about one for the Houston 
Astros’ World Series title in 2017? Should Commissioner Rob Manfred 
etch an asterisk on that team’s so-called “piece of metal?” Perhaps 
the upcoming season won’t fall along the lines of amiss, but certainly 
atypical. Get ready 2020 … the asterisk is getting ready to pounce.

Let’s assume the regular season goes off without a hitch. Every player, 
coach, trainer and team staffer meticulously adheres to MLB’s protocols 
and every franchise completes its 60-game schedule. Fans are prepared 
to jettison the old adage that baseball seasons are marathons and not 
sprints. With a frenetic 60-game schedule, this season will prove a full 
throttle adrenaline rush. Typically, a 162-game season exposes the true 
quality of each team. A two-month run will not paint a similar picture. 
Divisions will be won. Pennants will be clinched. Ultimately, a World 
Series champion will be crowned. Everything will be scrutinized come 
November. Everyone will be asking the same question: was that legit?
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Above: Major League Baseball and the Major League Baseball 
Player’s Association have agreed to play a 60-game schedule 
beginning July 23 or 24, 2020. (Photo: CBS Sports)

HOW WILL HISTORY REMEMBER
THE 2020 MLB SEASON?
BY: BILL PEARCH
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WHY CAN’T BASEBALL GET IT TOGETHER?
I AM DISGUSTED.

As a baseball fan, I am disgusted at the fact that both the owners and 
players cannot come to some sort of agreement to safely begin the 
2020 baseball season amid the COVID-19 pandemic. Both the NBA 
and NHL quickly put together a plan to restart their seasons, and while 
some players have expressed health concerns over these plans, the 
majority of players are already practicing together in front of what 
might be an exciting playoff season (at least for the NHL). The National 
Football League just seems to be humming along, cautiously moving 
forward toward their season as they just allowed coaching staffs back 
into team practice facilities. And baseball? Well, the billionaires and 
millionaires are not arguing over health or safety concerns, but … 
MONEY?

There have been eight work stoppages in the history of baseball, all 
of which have happened in my lifetime. While only three of those 
stoppages have cost the fans games, the most significant one in 1994 
cost the sport the World Series that year and me, personally, a chance 
to see my Chicago White Sox in the fall classic. That strike significantly 
hurt the sport as many fans were fed up with the arguments over 
money and did not return. 

Those of us die-hard baseball fans that did return have not had to 
worry about work stoppages since 1994. However, we have had to 
defend the game concerning the steroids era, the growing length of 
games and general disinterest in the game to those naysayers who say 
the game of baseball is just plain boring to watch. Let’s face it. Gen Xers 
might be the last, most recent, generation to hold the game of baseball 
in high esteem.

And now we have this latest kerfuffle by Major League Baseball.

For those of you that may not know, the TV show “Brockmire” centered 
around a baseball announcer, Jim Brockmire, who, like us, was one 
of the last defenders of the game, but also a very flawed man. While 
the show “jumped the shark” during its most recent and final season, 
one of the more interesting subplots was Brockmire being named 
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BY: TIM CZUBA
Commissioner of baseball and him trying to save a dying game. The 
last season was set 13 years in the future and he was dealing with 
fan apathy toward the game, dwindling attendance, the necessity of 
shortening game times and, of course, a labor negotiation. During the 
negotiations, the twin Nero’s of players and owners fiddle while the 
game burns only to be saved by a solution that can only happen in 
Hollywood. That isn’t going to happen in real life.

Amidst a pandemic, the owners have the nerve to say that owning 
a baseball team is not that lucrative. Literally, the next day it was 
announced that MLB and Turner Sports agreed to a new $1 billion 
contract to carry games. Players will play for a prorated salary but 
demand more games so they can recoup more salary. Folks, none of 
this has to do with safety concerning the pandemic. 

I have always sided with the players on labor issues. I don’t pay good 
money to see Jerry Reinsdorf own the White Sox. However, this is twin 
Nero’s fiddling while the game burns. The American public has learned 
to do other things without sports during the quarantine. The NBA and 
NHL recognize the need to get back into the public consciousness. Why 
can’t baseball do the same?

Note: As of the writing of this piece, June 20th, MLB and the MLBPA 
had not reached an agreement to begin the 2020 baseball season.

Above: MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred discusses the possibility of 
playing the 2020 season. (Photo: Steve Mitchell/USA TODAY Sports)

WANTED: Your Baseball Research
Are you conducting baseball research? SABR’s Emil Rothe 
Chicago Chapter can help. We are looking for new articles 
to publish in the Chapter’s newsletter and our social media 
outlets. Submit your articles to Bill Pearch, newsletter editor, 
via email at wcpearch@comcast.net for inclusion in an 
upcoming edition.
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I first met Mike Noren, the man behind the Gummy Arts brand, just 
over a year ago in Cooperstown, New York. I was in town for the 
opening of the baseball card-themed “Shoebox Treasures” exhibit, and 
Mike was too. I was there as a card collector and baseball fan. Mike 
could check off those same two boxes, but he had another. His work 
was on the walls.

Anyone who follows Mike on social media is accustomed to his daily 
posting of whimsical trading card creations, many of which extend 
beyond baseball into other sports, music, or pop culture. Attendees of 
the SABR Black Sox Centennial Symposium in 2019 might even have 
some of Mike’s cards in their collections.

Or Bert Blyleven, in the unlikely event you’re reading this piece (hello!), 
you definitely are the proud owner of a Gummy Arts creation!

While Mike has been creating his Gummy Arts trading cards for more 
than four years and selling prints for almost as long, I’d noticed about 
a month ago that Mike had begun selling his original artwork. This 
seemed as good an excuse as any to catch up with Mr. Noren, who I can 
absolutely say is as gracious as he is talented.

Q: How long have you been creating your own baseball cards and 
about how many different ones have you made?

A: I started drawing baseball cards in early 2016. I launched a Tumblr 
gallery called “Cecil Cooperstown,” which, originally, was dedicated to 
drawings of great ball players who’d narrowly missed the Hall of Fame. 
Over time, I’ve expanded beyond that concept, making cards for all 
types of athletes, bands, film characters, historical figures, and so on— 
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but the Cecil Cooperstown gallery still exists, and I do still add to it. I 
have no idea how many cards I’ve drawn—must be in the thousands at 
this point.

Q: Some of your originals have hit eBay lately. Is this something very 
new you’re doing, or have you sold your originals in the past also?

A: This is pretty new. In the past, when I’ve had time, I’ve done some 
commissions, but I’ve mostly kept all the cards that I’ve drawn. This 
year, I’ve been trying to make the transition from art as a hobby to 
art as my job—so selling originals has helped keep things rolling …. 
[Author’s note: Mike is off to a great start!]

Q: When you sell an original, can the prints still make it into packs or 
are they retired?

A: I generally don’t auction off cards that I intend to print in subsequent 
card packs, but I don’t have an official rule to that effect.

Q: You recently sold the original artwork for your 9-card 1971 
Pittsburgh Pirates all-Black lineup with all proceeds benefiting the 
Black Lives Matter Global Network. What inspired you to put this 
particular set, which sold for $575, up for auction?

A: The killing of George Floyd and the Black Lives Matter protests led 
me to think about how I might be able to contribute. That Pirates set 
celebrates the achievements of some incredible black players.

GUMMY ARTS MAKES CHICAGO PROUD
BY: JASON SCHWARTZ
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MERKLE’S SWEET REVENGE
BY: CHRIS KAMKA
On a Thursday afternoon in September 1910 at the Polo Grounds, 
the Chicago Cubs and New York Giants played a doubleheader. 
They split, with each team winning 5-1, and the Cubs eventually 
cruised to another National League pennant.

But in game one of the double-dip, there was something of note; 
though it didn’t affect the outcome of the game. It was quite a turn 
of events.

From the Chicago Tribune, September 23, 1910:

Indeed, this appeared in the newspaper on the
two-year anniversary of the infamous Merkle boner.
While the stakes weren’t nearly as high, Fred Merkle pulling the 
hidden ball trick on Johnny Evers—the very player who instigated 
the call on that fateful day in 1908—is some sweet revenge.

REMEMBERING 2020 (CONTINUED)

Nobody questions the 1981 Los Angeles Dodgers and that team’s World 
Series title. Sure, the season was truncated and a revamped playoff 
structure was implemented. But the circumstances—a labor strike—
were different. Whichever team is left standing on the final day of the 
postseason will be questioned. Will the Washington Nationals make 
a run at defending their World Series title? Would Ryan Zimmerman, 
Joe Ross and Welington Castillo have made a difference? All three have 
opted out of the upcoming season.

On the Fourth of July, Dodgers pitcher David Price announced that he 
was also opting out of the season. Even Mike Trout, the best player in 
the game today, is seriously weighing his options. With three weeks 
remaining, perhaps more players will cite health concerns and air on 
the side of caution leaving teams looking more like AA squads.

Will Rick Renteria’s Chicago White Sox, a young and talented team 
that’s ready to contend in the American League Central, make a run 
deep into the postseason? If so, will the masses say, “yeah … but” and 
claim the season’s sample size was too small? Could the Chicago Cubs’ 
new manager David Ross, a first-time skipper, squeeze enough out of 
his team’s core for another run at the National League pennant? Would 
that serve as an indicator of his managerial prowess, or simply be a 
fluke? Good thing the franchise snapped its 108-year title drought in 
2016 against the Cleveland Indians.

Let’s crank up the drama and imagine that the Cleveland Indians—the 
franchise with the longest active World Series drought—is the last team 
standing in October. Will that championship be viewed the same as 
when the Boston Red Sox ended the Curse of the Bambino in 2004, or 
the 2016 Cubs? Even Clevelanders might feel robbed and perceive the 
title as tainted.

Along with team accomplishments, so will individual performances. 
What if a player—perhaps Chicago’s own Tim Anderson (who hit .335 
in 2019)—makes another run at an American League batting title and 
challenges Ted Williams’ .406 mark? Teddy Ballgame accomplished that 
feat in 143 games during the 1941 season. Fans will scratch their heads 
and look askance at that accomplishment. Will youngsters emerge in 
both the National and American leagues and undeservingly earn Rookie 
of the Year honors. Perhaps a full 162-game slate would have worn 
them down. Will pitchers walk away with Cy Young honors who, over 
the course of 162 games, would have flamed out?

Regardless of what happens over the course of the next two months, 
the 2020 season will look remarkably different than the norm. Perhaps 
the Commissioner’s office should get a head start on engraving an 
asterisk on the World Series trophy. Get your pencils and scorecards 
ready … it’s time to play ball. We think.
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WAR! What is it good for? Over the past decade, Wins Above 
Replacement has become the metric by which all baseball players are 
measured by a large number of analysts and keyboard warriors alike, 
many of whom have no idea how WAR is calculated. The formula is 
convoluted, and different sites use different criteria, so I will not waste 
space explaining it here; you can find the explanation for the numbers 
used in this article at Baseball Reference, Fangraphs, or at other 
baseball sites.

Despite the breadth of its use, one piece of the puzzle is missing when 
comparing players. WAR is a bit enigmatic, in that most do not consider 
it a rate stat, along the lines of batting average or slugging percentage, 
but rather a counting stat, similar to home runs or stolen bases. In my 
research, WAR has become a hybrid support figure; the Toyota Prius of 
the statistical world. Your Prius is convenient because it truly combines 
electricity and gasoline as power sources, but let’s be honest; you 
would rather have the Prius as your second vehicle.

Given the variance and complexity of the formula and the ambiguity 
of its classification, why do most internet baseball junkies simply hurl 
WAR figures without context? Ignorance is a lazy answer, so instead of 
fighting the ill-equipped masses by trying to change their measuring 
stick, we shall instead trick them into drinking their own poison by 
thickening the mixture. Forget the massive flaws of using WAR as the 
sole determinant of baseball immortality, and jump in my Prius for a 
few minutes.

Baseball stat nerds love to break down numbers on a “per 162 games” 
level, but for this exercise, allow me to go a step further. If I am being 
forced to argue a player’s merit on the basis of WAR, I want to arm 
myself with a hybrid approach … counting and rate. However, my 
weapon will be my own concoction - Plate Appearances Per One WAR, 
or PA/WAR for hitters, and Innings Pitched Per One WAR, or IP/WAR for 
pitchers. Behold….

Omar Vizquel is a popular name in Hall of Fame arguments. He was 
one of the greatest defensive shortstops in history (by metrics and 
optics) and he was serviceable on offense. Vizquel’s career WAR is 45.6, 
which ranks him 24th since 1900 amongst those who played at least 
50% of their career games at shortstop. Jim Fregosi finished his career 
at 48.7 WAR, received four votes for the HOF in 1984, and fell off the 
ballot. Why the comparison? Fregosi accrued his total in 7,404 plate 
appearances, giving him a PA/WAR of 152. Vizquel took 12,013 PA to 
reach his figure, for a PA/WAR of 263.4, nearly double that of Fregosi’s 
number.

I can already hear the arguments … “Vizquel played a lot longer, and 
that brought his WAR down.” Over the last six seasons of his career, 
Vizquel posted a WAR of 0.6 in 1,806 PA. If you erase those years 
from his lifetime numbers, Vizquel still shows a career 226.8 PA/WAR. 
For those looking to the counting world, those seasons helped his 
stats tremendously and didn’t hurt his WAR; a victory on both ends. 
However, if you force the WAR advocates to use PA/WAR, Omar Vizquel 
is not a Hall-of-Famer. Neither is Jim Fregosi.

This new calculation throws a wrench at player assessment, both 
past and present. One of my favorite test cases is Billy Wagner. Ask a 
baseball geek who the top 10 closers of all-time are, and half or fewer 
will mention Wagner. He fell apart in the playoffs, he was outspoken 
and critical of teammates and organizations, and his teams were a 
combined 1-7 in playoff series in his career. Yet, WARheads don’t care 
about any of that … which makes it more puzzling that they are not 
trying to drag Wags to Cooperstown. Do they just need a little help?

Wagner had a career 27.8 WAR, which stands up nicely against many 
HOF relievers; Lee Smith, Trevor Hoffman, Rollie Fingers, and Bruce 
Sutter all had a career WAR of between 24-29. However, IP/WAR tells 
a different story. Wagner earned his WAR in 903 innings, for a 32.5 IP/
WAR. Hoffman (38.9), Sutter (43.4), Smith (44.6), and Fingers (66.5) all 

WAR! WHAT IS IT GOOD FOR?
BY: JOE BOOK

check in quite a bit worse than Wagner. In fact, for primary relievers 
with more than 600 IP in relief, Wagner only trails Mariano Rivera (22.8) 
and Jonathan Papelbon (31.1) on the career IP/WAR list. Yet, it took 
Wagner five years to get even 30% of the HOF voters to mark his box.

If you go further down the hole, solely using PA/WAR or IP/WAR leads 
to tough questions. Were the White Sox happier with Robin Ventura 
(147.43) than they would have been with Tony Gwynn (147.86), Ivan 
Rodriguez (149.49) or Roberto Alomar (155.22)? Probably not. Do Cubs 
fans believe Ron Santo (133.29) was a better player than Ken Griffey, 
Jr. (134.89)? Not a chance. Would many in Chicago argue that Mark 
Buehrle (54.72) was more accomplished than Fergie Jenkins (54.75)? 
Not likely.

Monet destroyed his own paintings, and I am no artist, but the reason 
for poking holes in my own theory is to illustrate the fruitlessness of 
using one metric to determine superiority amongst baseball players. 
For the same reason that the Hall of Fame does not have minimum 
statistical standards for inclusion, we must use our status as children of 
the Information Age to develop a more robust portfolio of information 
from which to formulate a belief. Until then, we will be stuck in 
deliberation purgatory.

WAR! What is it good for? By itself, nothing.

Joe Book is a stat junkie, disc jockey and financial advisor, and a 
huge fan of the Chicago White Sox and the Muppets. Follow him on 
Twitter (@commishjoe) or look for him on a golf course near you.

Top: Omar Vizquel spent two seasons of his 24-year career 
with the Chicago White Sox. (Photo: Cleveland.com)

Bottom: Jim Fregosi, a six-time All-Star, would manage the 
White Sox from 1986 through 1988. 
(Photo: Twitter.com - @bmags94)
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This series takes a look at the legendary ballplayers that most fans 
forgot ever suited up with our local teams. Where possible we’ll 
present baseball card evidence of their Second City tenure.  

Rube Waddell 
When fans remember Hall of Fame pitcher 
George Edward “Rube” Waddell, they are 
most apt to recall his dominant six-year 
run from 1902-1907 with Connie Mack’s 
Philadelphia Athletics. During that six-year 
span, Rube led the junior circuit in strikeouts 
all six years, topping both circuits the last 
five of those years. His 349 punch-outs in 
1904 remain the mark even today among AL 
southpaws. Less memorable was the season 
that preceded this impressive run, the 1901 
campaign that saw Waddell start 0-2 with 
the Pittsburgh Pirates before pacing the (not 
very good yet) Chicago Orphans (Cubs) with 
a 14-14 mark. As unimpressive as his record 
was with Chicago, it’s worth noting that the rest of the staff combined 
for an anemic 39-72 record. How bad was this Chicago squad, only five 
years removed from boasting the greatest win-loss record in Major 
League history and capturing four pennants in five years (1906-1908, 
1910)? Only three position players had a higher OPS than Rube that 
year, and before you look it up, no, Rube wasn’t exactly a lights out 
hitter (career batting average: .161). Following a brief stint with the 
Los Angeles Loo Loos (seriously!), Rube turned up in late June 1902 
with the Mack Men and compiled a WAR of 10.0 despite being on the 
squad for only 87 games. As great as the Cubs went on to become, one 
can only imagine what a team they might have had if Rube had stuck 
around. Rube’s time in Chicago was not captured on any baseball cards, 
but his pitching (or maybe his bat!) was solid enough that lone season 
to earn him a coveted spot on the team composite photo. 

Chief Bender 
Another fixture of the loaded 
Philadelphia pitching staff was Charles 
Albert “Chief” Bender. From 1903-1914, 
the right-hander compiled a 193-102 
win-loss record  (.654)  to go along 
with a stingy 2.32 ERA. Bender’s time 
as an Athletic included five pennants 
and three World Championships, with 
Bender the pitching hero of the 1911 
bout. Connie Mack’s squad was swept by 
the Miracle Braves in 1914, after which 
Bender made the jump to the Baltimore 
Terrapins of the Federal League, posting 
a forgettable 4-16 record. By the next 
season, Bender was back in Philadelphia 
but as a National Leaguer. While he improved upon his miserable 
1915 campaign, he was ultimately released following the 1917 season 
and would not return to major league action until 8 years later when 
former Athletics teammate-turned-White Sox manager Eddie Collins 
channeled Bill Veeck by sending the 42-year-old Bender, now a coach 
with the team, onto the mound for an inning of work against Boston. 
Bender showed a bit of rust, walking the leadoff man and surrendering 
a two-run homer, but ultimately nabbed three outs, the result being 
that exactly one of Bender’s 3,017 major league innings came with the 
Sox. Owing to the brevity of his Chicago tenure, Bender has no cards as 
a White Sox pitcher but does have a couple of cards as a Chicago coach 
thanks to the 1991 and 1993 Sporting News Conlon Collection sets.

Thinking of an “unknown legend” that you would like to nominate? 
Send Jason an email at jason.1969@yahoo.com.

UNKNOWN LEGENDS
BY: JASON SCHWARTZ

SOME ARTWORK PROVIDED BY:

pastime passage...
“When we wanted dinner, we’d send Grover out with a 

stone and he’d come back with a chicken.”
– Margaret Alexander, speaking about her son,

Grover Cleveland Alexander, as a child. 
Source: Rich Cohen, The Chicago Cubs: Story of a Curse

(New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2017), 53.

Photo: SABR

Do you have a favorite baseball-related quote? Send it to
John Racanelli via email at j.racanelli@hotmail.com.

get social with sabr’s
emil rothe chicago chapter
there are five easy ways to interact with chicago chapter members. 

click today and start talking baseball.

https://www.vecteezy.com/
https://www.vecteezy.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sabrchicago
https://www.reddit.com/r/SABRChicago/
https://twitter.com/SABRChicago
http://malamut.net/sabrchicago.html
https://www.instagram.com/sabr_chicago/
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CLICK TO 
REGISTER

Baseball fans, join us throughout the 
month of July 2020 for SABR Virtual, 
a series of online presentations, 
chats, and panel discussions 
featuring authors, scholars, and 
figures from around the game.

Registration is now open for each 
SABR Virtual session.

SABR Virtual sessions are scheduled 
each weekend from Thursday, July 9 
to Sunday, July 26, highlighted by:

• Nearly 40 research 
presentations on all aspects of baseball, past and present, from 
the major leagues, minor leagues, and Negro Leagues 

• Half a Century in Half an Hour: SABR’s 50 at 50 Project, with Leslie 
Heaphy, John Thorn, and Jason Schwartz 

• Evaluating Baseball Art: Storytelling in a Digital Age, with Graig 
Kreindler, Anika Orrock, Dick Perez, and Anthony Salazar 

• Civil Rights and Baseball: Perception and Reality, with Dr. Louis 
Moore and Emily Hawks 

• Baseball Then and Now: Arnold Hano’s 94 Years in the Bleachers, 
with Arnold Hano, Jon Leonoudakis, and Jean Ardell 

• MLB Diversity Initiatives and Social Justice Resources: 
Tyrone Brooks and Corey Smith 

• Annual Business Meeting on Saturday, July 11, with Bob Davids 
Award announcement to follow (SABR’s Board of Directors 
welcomes any questions from members; please fill out our online 
form to submit a question in advance) 

• Online raffle in which all SABR members will have the opportunity 
to win baseball memorabilia. Click here to learn more and enter to 
win!

SABR members will have first priority to reserve their spot for each 
daily two-hour session, which are limited to the first 100 participants. 
Sessions will be opened to all baseball fans based on availability. 
Recordings will be available for all baseball fans to view afterward on 
SABR’s YouTube channel.

JOIN US FOR SABR’S VIRTUAL CONVENTION: JULY 9-26, 2020

SABR MEMBER
SPOTLIGHT
We all have great baseball stories to share. We like to highlight 
SABR Chicago Chapter members. Contact Bill Pearch, newsletter 
editor, via email at wcpearch@comcast.net to schedule a brief 
interview.

2020-2021 CHAPTER
NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE

During 2020, Chicago’s Emil Rothe Chapter switched to 
a bimonthly newsletter. We are always looking for new 

contributors. Here is the upcoming publication schedule, 
corresponding deadlines for content, and potential topics for 

lead stories.  

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2020
Published: September 6 

Content Deadline: August 2 
Topics: Postseason Preview/Predictions, Chapter News/Events 

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2020
Published: November 8 

Content Deadline: October 4 
Topics: World Series Recap, Chapter News/Events 

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2021
Published: January 3 

Content Deadline: December 6
Topics: 2020 Season Recap, SABR Day Promotion,

Chapter News/Events

MARCH-APRIL 2021
Published: March 7

Content Deadline: February 7
Topics: SABR Day Recap, MLB Opening Day, 
Spring Training Recap, Chapter News/Events

MAY-JUNE 2021
Published: May 2

Content Deadline: April 4
Topics: Minor League Baseball, Independent Leagues,

Chapter News/Events

JULY-AUGUST 2021
Published: July 4 

Content Deadline: June 6 
Topics: Season Status Updates, MLB Trade Deadline, 

Chapter News/Events 

One of these days, live baseball will be back. We promise!

If you would like to contribute to a future issue of our Chapter 
newsletter, contact Bill Pearch at wcpearch@comcast.net.

SABR’S
YOUTUBE

PAGE

https://sabr.org/virtual-meetings
https://sabr.org/virtual-meetings
https://sabr.org/virtual-meetings
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScC34ttHE2up75xEV-9HfSq2oFAjprRZZ1RM4Z3-7XOB1zG9A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScC34ttHE2up75xEV-9HfSq2oFAjprRZZ1RM4Z3-7XOB1zG9A/viewform
https://sabr.org/latest/enter-sabr-virtual-raffle-win-baseball-memorabilia-prizes#toggle-id-2-closed
https://www.youtube.com/user/SABRvideos?reload=9
https://www.youtube.com/user/SABRvideos?reload=9
https://www.youtube.com/user/SABRvideos?reload=9
https://www.youtube.com/user/SABRvideos?reload=9
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A patent will be granted for a machine, method, or article of 
manufacture—or an improvement to an existing machine, method, 
or method of manufacture—if it is “new, nonobvious and useful.” 
Intellectual property attorneys James Candor and Joseph Tassone 
presumably knew this well.

On January 26, 1973, Candor and Tassone submitted a patent 
application of their own for a baseball tee comprised of a milk jug and 
plastic golf club shaft protector. The patent for this “invention” was 
issued on January 7, 1975. Seriously.

The inventors claimed broadly that “many of the previously proposed 
stationary tees are categorically unsafe and should not be used. 
Others of such tees, though safe, may involve considerable expense 
throughout the course of a baseball season and it is one object of 
this invention to drastically reduce such expense.” For their tee, the 
inventors suggested fitting a plastic pipe in a milk jug or any other 
container for “distilled water, products used to launder clothes, fruit 
juices, and numerous other products whether for commercial or home 
use.”  

They even suggested that a string could be coiled inside the tube so 
that the batter would not have to chase after the ball every time it was 
struck! Moreover, the tubular structure could be made of a transparent 
material so that the ball would appear to be “suspended in midair!”

Maybe you can figure out what led these gentlemen to waste time 
patenting a baseball tee that was simply one existing product shoved 
into another.

Sources:
United States Patent No. 3,858,879, issued January 7, 1975.
United States Patent No. 3,967,822, issued July 6, 1976.
https://patents.justia.com/agent/candor-candor-tassone

PATENT PORTAL: BALL TEE
BY: JOHN RACANELLI

Here are two more photos of Chicago scoreboards. One from the 
North Side and one from the South Side. There are plenty of clues 
provided, but can you identify the specific dates of both games? If 
you have an idea, send Bill Pearch an email at wcpearch@comcast.
net. Good luck and happy hunting. Thanks to Marty Swartz (Living 
History of Illinois and Chicago® Facebook page) for his Wrigley Field 
photo submission.

Congratulations to our two winners from the last issue. They both 
correctly guessed: September 13, 1997 (Cleveland Indians vs. 
Chicago White Sox).

• Richard Smiley
• Ed Hartig

Do you have a scoreboard photo that will have your fellow 
chapter members scratching their heads? Send it to Bill Pearch 
at wcpearch@comcast.net. Note that photos are not limited to 
Chicago ballparks.

click here to play
Can you name the White Sox
players with at least one
grand slam since 2000?

Bill Pearch, SABR Chicago’s Emil Rothe Chapter newsletter editor, was 
recently named chair of the new Publications Marketing Committee. In 
this role, he will be working closely with Chief Executive Officer Scott 
Bush, Board Director Bill Nowlin and fellow committee members to 
promote SABR’s robust publication program.

“I am honored to serve 
as the chair of SABR’s 
brand new Publications 
Marketing Committee,” 
Pearch said. “Our 
mission is to shine a light 
on the diverse line of 
books that our members 
produce. If you’re a 
baseball fan, we have 
the perfect book for 
you.”

PEARCH NAMED CHAIR OF NEW 
PUBLICATIONS MARKETING COMMITTEE

DOWNLOAD 
THE LATEST 

BOOKS

https://www.sporcle.com/games/tedsox31/white-sox-players-w-at-least-1-grand-slam-since-2000
https://www.sporcle.com/games/tedsox31/white-sox-players-w-at-least-1-grand-slam-since-2000
https://sabr.org/ebooks
https://sabr.org/ebooks
https://sabr.org/ebooks
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This historical marker is placed in the former location of Miami 
Stadium in Miami, Florida’s Allapattah neighborhood. Originally 
opened in 1949, the ballpark was demolished in 2001. You can 
find this marker at the entrance of Miami Stadium Apartments 
at 2301 NW 10th Avenue between 24th and 25th streets 
(25.800080, -80.211239).

If you go out of your way to visit old ballparks, historical markers, 
statues or gravesites we would love to hear about it!  Send your 
experiences and photos to j.racanelli@hotmail.com!

(Photos: Bill Pearch, Kurt Schweizer Collection)

BASEBALL CRYPTIC CROSSWORD

Most clues have two parts. One is literal and the other often involves 
wordplay. For example, a clue for Banks might be CUBS SHORTSTOP 
FOUND ALONGSIDE RIVER. Good luck!

ACROSS
1. A FRAIL ICON, GALEN, 
REARRANGED ROD OR REGGIE ... 
(10,5)
7. …AND WAS PITCHING COACH 
ENDING NATIONAL LEAGUE CITY (5)
8. FINLEY ACE GETS LIFE IN MADRID 
(4)
9. MARIS AND MANTLE ROOMMATE 
SOUNDS LIKE BEGINNING OF TENNIS 
MATCH (4)
10. INITIALLY LEFT ON STADIUM 
TERRACE AND MISPLACED (4)
11. MONEY KING IN GERMANY 
PLAYED WITH RUTH (6)
13. NEGRO LEAGUERS IN BIG EASY 
MIXED UP LONE ANSWER IN GALAXY 
(3,7,5)
15. REVERSES AT BATS FOR GOOD 
MEASURE (2)
16. COULD I REARRANGE THE PLACE I 
KEEP MY BASEBALL PHOTOS? (6)
21. GEHRIG’S NUMBER IN ROME 
SOUNDS LIKE WRIGLEY WALL 
COVERING (2)
22. LEAD CHANGES WHEN BACK-TO-
BACK MVP COMES TO BAT (4)
24. JUDGE WAS A CLOWN (5)
25. CAME THROUGH IN A PINCH. 
SMALL MATTER? I’M AFRAID YOU 
HAVE IT BACKWARD! (4)

27. 2016 TV SHOW ABBREVIATION 
REFERRING TO CHANCE, BILKO, OR 9 
ACROSS? (2)
28. SOUNDS LIKE WASHINGTON 
PLAYER CAN’T WAIT TO BE PART OF 
SENIOR CIRCUIT (8,7)

DOWN
2. BAD DEAL WHEN TEAM LOSES THIS 
(4)
3. STONER TURNED UMPIRE (6)
4. BASEBALL PULLOVER FOUND IN 
NORMAN OR AKRON (6)
5. RICH PITCHED FOR KC AND NOT 
THE WINDY CITY? (4)
6. FUTURE ATHLETIC OR ONE WHO 
LANDS AT MCCARRAN (3,5,7)
12. JAPANESE HURLER TAKEN FOR A 
SPIN (5)
14. HACK’S SPECIALTY IN FORMER 
BISTRO (3)
17. ONE OF CHUNICHI NINE OR DICK 
POLE (6)
18. FRUITFUL NUMBER ONE PICK (6)
19. YANKEE ICON STIRS LAMENT (6)
20. MOON SHUFFLED IN DODGER 
DUGOUT BETWEEN STARTS (4)
23. WHERE PITCHERS HIT AND NICE 
GUYS FINISH (4)
26. REMOTE PCL LOCALE AND 
DARLING BIRTHPLACE (4)
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LAST 10 CHICAGO PLAYERS TO HIT .400
(MIN. 20 AT-BATS)

PLAYER YEAR AVG. AB TEAM
CRAIG WILSON 1998 .468 47 WHITE SOX
TODD HANEY 1995 .411 73 CUBS
SCOT THOMPSON 1978 .417 36 CUBS
MIKE KREEVICH 1935 .435 23 WHITE SOX
HAL MCKAIN 1930 .419 31 WHITE SOX
GALE STALEY 1925 .423 26 CUBS
MAURICE ARCHDEACON 1923 .402 87 WHITE SOX
JOHN RUSSELL 1921 .400 25 WHITE SOX
EDDIE MURPHY 1919 .486 35 WHITE SOX
ROSS BARNES 1876 .429 322 WHITE STOCKINGS

HAVE YOU COMPLIED A TOP TEN LIST THAT THE CHAPTER WOULD FAWN OVER? SEND IT 
TO JOHN RACANELLI VIA EMAIL AT J.RACANELLI@HOTMAIL.COM.

Q: I understand that the winning bidder then turned around and 
donated the set to the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum in Kansas 
City. What would it mean to you to have those cards on display at 
the Museum or the neighboring Buck O’Neil Education Center?

A: I was really happy to hear that the buyer was donating the set to 
the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum. I’d be honored if the cards were 
ever displayed in the museum or in the Buck O’Neil Center, but I’m also 
aware that there’s so much more important art and history to display 
and only a limited amount of space. Just knowing the cards are in that 
collection means a lot.

Q: Now speaking of high-profile baseball museums, you already 
have some of your work on display in Cooperstown. Tell me how that 
happened.

A: A curator from the Hall of Fame contacted me and asked if I’d be 
willing to donate a few cards for the exhibit. I was thrilled by the 
opportunity to have my drawings displayed at the Hall of Fame, and I 
told them they could have whichever ones they wanted. Over the next 
couple of days, they looked through my Instagram and gave me a list. 
I think they wanted one card that was no longer in my possession, but 
their other choices were Ted Kluszewski, Jack Pfiester, JoJo D’Angelo, 
and Jimmy Rollins. I was happy they chose cards that represented a 
variety of eras and styles. I also love that their selections were all non-
HoFers— so, in effect, I got some of my “Cecil Cooperstown” members 
onto the walls of Cooperstown.

Q: When you got the call from Cooperstown, was there a part of you 
that wondered if it wasn’t just a friend of yours playing a joke on 
you?

A: The offer to have my drawings included in the Hall of Fame seemed 
almost too good to be true, and I did wonder for a moment whether it 
was all just an elaborate prank by my friends. Fortunately, it was real, 
and having my cards included in that exhibit is a definite high point of 
my life as an artist, card collector, and baseball fan. I’m so eager to visit 
Cooperstown again once it’s safe to do so.

Q: Wrapping up, I know you’re a huge Cubs fan. Who are your 
favorite Cubs from back when you were a kid?

A: My favorite Cub as a kid was probably either Rick Reuschel or Dave 
Kingman.

Q: And from the current squad?

A: Probably Javy Baez.

To keep up with Mike and his Gummy Arts creations, give him a follow 
on Instagram or Twitter. You can also head to his online store for cards, 
shirts, and yes, pandemic supplies!

GUMMY ARTS (CONTINUED)

https://www.instagram.com/gummyarts/
https://twitter.com/gummyarts
https://gummyarts.threadless.com/
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JOSE VALENTIN AND ARAMIS RAMIREZ
Contributed by Jason Schwartz

On July 30, 2003, Jose Valentin went 3-for-4 with three HRs and a 
strikeout for the White Sox, who won their 56th game of the season.

On July 30, 2004, Aramis Ramirez went 3-for-4 with three HRs and a 
strikeout for the Cubs, who won their 56th game of the season.

Have a sweet Chicago Random Tandem?
Send it to j.racanelli@hotmail.com!

ZEMAN’S
ZINGERS
BY: DAVE ZEMAN
As we brace ourselves for a fast-paced, 60-game 2020 season, here are 
a handful of questions to keep your mind moving. Fans of Jeopardy! 
will be familiar with before and after categories. Here are five questions 
where two answers are combined to make one correct response. These 
questions are part baseball, part general history. Ready? Play ball!

1. The 1982 NL batting title winner/The Supreme Court’s 
Great Dissenter. 

2. He led his league in singles eight times in a nine-year span/ 
He believed The Truth is Out There. 

3. 16-year-old for the 1955 A’s/Lincoln’s opponent in the 
1864 election. 

4. One of two Hall of Famers to attend Fresno High School/ 
Performer known for his “3” cap. 

5. He won a career high 14 games for the 1915 Washington 
Senators/Australia’s Uluru.

MAY-JUNE 2020: HOW DID YOU DO?
1. The only person to play in each season of the major-league 

incarnation of the American Association/Longtime CNN anchor. 
Chicken Wolf Blitzer

2. 1995 Giant who had ML record 14 hits over three consecutive 
games/Author of the Silence Dogood letters. Mike Benjamin 
Franklin

3. First overall pick in 2005 amateur draft/Caused a stir with The 
Jungle. Justin Upton Sinclair 

4. Tied for the AL lead with 215 hits as a rookie in 1929/Solver of the 
Gordian Knot. Dale Alexander the Great 

5. Nicole Kidman’s husband/Notched his final 18 major league wins 
for the 1927 Yankees. Keith Urban Shocker 

VISIT OUR NEW CHAPTER WEBSITE:
SABRCHICAGO.COM

http://sabrchicago.com/

