
Codification of the rules of “base ball” at the convention of the 
National Association of Base Ball Players in March of 1858 and 
the subsequent publicity from the meeting led to the formation of 
numerous clubs on the eve of the Civil War. While the war did cut 
down baseball activity among those clubs, it also led to the spread of 
the game throughout the country. Upon the end of the war, increased 
interest in the game led to higher levels of competitiveness, the 
addition of “ringers” to rosters, and underhanded professionalism. A 
strong Washington club that toured the country in 1867 was officially 
considered amateur players who worked at government jobs, but for all 
intents and purposes was a team of professionals.

After the end the 1868 season, a group of Cincinnati businessmen 
opted to strengthen their baseball team’s prospects by putting up 
$10,000 to hire top players in the land to represent the city. Led by 
the game’s best player, George Wright, the 1869 Cincinnati Red 
Stockings toured the land and defeated all comers as baseball’s first 
openly professional team. The success of the Red Stockings led to their 
complete roster being re-signed for the 1870 season and inspired the 
top Eastern clubs to up their game and embrace full professionalism.

The success of the Cincinnati nine also inspired a group of Chicagoans 
to take on the challenge of building a baseball team that could defeat 
the Red Stockings and strike a blow against their commercial rivals. 
Backing for the effort was received from many of Chicago’s most 
prominent citizens including Potter Palmer, Gen. Phil Sheridan, and 
George Pullman and the Chicago Tribune sports section actively 
reported on and supported the endeavor. Well over $15,000 was 
raised in support of achieving the goal. Advertisements were placed 
in the eastern sporting press to secure a professional team and second 
baseman Jimmy Wood of the Eckford club answered the call. In 
addition to his own signing, Wood acted as an agent for the club 
signing a competitive roster for the upcoming season.  
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Chicago White Sox starting pitcher, Lucas Giolito, is mobbed by 
his teammates as they celebrate his no-hitter against the Pittsburgh 
Pirates on August 25, 2020. (Photo: David Banks/Getty Images/
Orange County Register)

CHICAGO’S FIRST BIG
BASE BALL VICTORY – 
SEPTEMBER 7, 1870
BY: RICHARD SMILEY
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REMEMBERING TOM SEAVER: 1944-2020
RIP to Tom Seaver, a Hall of Fame pitcher and generally recognized 
as the greatest ever Met. He died on August 31 in Calistoga, Calif., 
at the age of 75. His family announced that he had passed away from 
complications of COVID-19 and Lewy body dementia. In March of 
2019, his family had announced that he was retiring from public life 
due to his battle with dementia; Seaver played for the New York Mets 
(1967-77, 1983), Cincinnati Reds (1977-82), Chicago White Sox 
(1984-86) and Boston Red Sox (1986).

“We are heartbroken to share that our beloved husband and father has 
passed away,” said his wife Nancy Seaver and daughters Sarah and 
Anne in a statement issued by the National Baseball Hall of Fame. “We 
send our love out to his fans, as we mourn his loss with you.”

“Tom Seaver’s life exemplified greatness in the game, as well as 
integrity, character, and sportsmanship – the ideals of a Hall of Fame 
career,” said Jane Forbes Clark, Chairman of the Hall of Fame. “As a 
longtime member of the Hall of Fame Board of Directors, Tom brought 
dignity and wisdom to this institution that will be deeply missed. His 
love for baseball history, and for the Hall of Fame, was reinforced in 
2014, when he pledged the donation of his personal baseball collection 
to the Museum. His wonderful legacy will be preserved forever in 
Cooperstown.”

“Tom was nicknamed ‘The Franchise’ and ‘Tom Terrific’ because of 
how valuable he truly was to our organization and our loyal fans, as 
his #41 was the first player number retired by the organization in 1988. 
He was simply the greatest Mets player of all-time and among the 
best to ever play the game which culminated with his near unanimous 
induction into the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 1992,” said Mets 
owners Fred and Jeff Wilpon in a statement.

George Thomas Seaver was born in Fresno, Calif., on November 17, 
1944. His father Charley was a champion amateur golfer in California. 
His son turned to baseball and pitched for the Fresno American Legion 
team as well as the Fresno High baseball team; he was also a high 
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BY: SAM GAZDZIAK

scorer on the basketball team. He served in the U.S. Marine Corps in 
1962 and 1963 before attending Fresno City College. As a sophomore 
on the Fresno City College team in 1964, he led the team to its fourth 
straight Valley Conference championship. He threw a complete game 
3-2 win against the College of the Sequoias on May 7 and then threw 
a scoreless inning in the nightcap to preserve a 4-3 win, giving the 
Fresno Rams the championship. He ended the season with an 11-2 
record and 1.78 ERA.

Seaver could have gone into pro ball in 1964. Instead, he traveled to 
Alaska to pitch for the amateur Fairbanks Goldpanners that summer.

“Three major league clubs have offered Tommy bonuses,” said Charley 
Seaver at the time. “But Tom has three years of college first, and I’m 
glad he realizes the importance of an education.”

Seaver went to the University of Southern California, but he didn’t 
get the three full years that his father promised. In his one season with 
the Trojans in 1965, he had a 10-2 record with a 2.47 ERA and 100 
strikeouts. The Dodgers drafted him in ’65 to no avail, and the Braves 
did the same in 1966. Seaver signed with Atlanta for a $52,000 bonus 
and, but for a technicality, could have had Hank Aaron, Phil Niekro and 

Tom Seaver is known as “The Franchise” and “Tom Terrific” for his 
tenure with the New York Mets, but he won his 300th career game as 
a pitcher for the Chicago White Sox at Yankee Stadium.
(Photo: Forrest Anderson / Associated Press / ABC7 Chicago)

click here to play
Can you name the Hall-OF-famers 
who Hit .300 Against Tom Seaver?

https://www.sporcle.com/games/grays1705/hof-hitting-300-against-tom-seaver
https://www.sporcle.com/games/grays1705/hof-hitting-300-against-tom-seaver
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As I watch the MLB Network’s coverage of the trade deadline on 
August 31, 2020, I heard various views of what different teams should 
do as the deadline approaches. As the conversation progressed, 
somebody started talking about how detrimental making moves in a 
shortened 60-game season can be on future years, especially when this 
year’s title could be considered tainted.

TAINTED?! Wait … what now?

Of course, that former manager is referring to the fact that MLB is 
not playing its traditional 162-game journey, along with the fact that 
six extra teams get into the playoffs this year. That got me thinking 
about how fans view the list of champions in all sports who won while 
playing, and winning a title, during an unusual season. Play along with 
me, will you?

Being in Chicago, my first thought goes to the Chicago Blackhawks, 
winners the 2012-2013 Stanley Cup after a three-month lockout 
shortened that season to 48 games. I remember a Detroit Red Wings 
fan telling me that the championship will always have a metaphorical 
asterisk next to it.

Maybe it is just me, but the national perception of that championship, 
after ONLY seven years, is that it was the middle of three 
championships for the Hawks in six seasons, and they were a modern 
dynasty in an NHL world of the salary cap.

The NFL had two shortened seasons due to strikes, in 1982 and 1987. 
The 1982 season was shortened to nine games and the 1987 season had 
15 games, four of which were played by non-union players as the strike 
carried on. The Washington Football Team won both of those titles.

How are those championship teams viewed in the scope of 30-some 
odd years? Joe Gibbs was a coaching genius being able to win those 
two championships and, later, a third with three different starting 
quarterbacks.

That brings us to our beloved baseball. Prior to 2020, only three 
seasons did not play out to the full 162-game schedule. The first was 

in 1972, which had teams playing an uneven amount of games. While 
the Boston Red Sox might have a small argument (oh, that curse of the 
Bambino), that season’s world championship was won by the Oakland 
A’s, the first of three straight titles. That is a legendary team with very 
cool uniforms. Hardly illegitimate in any baseball fan’s book.

The 1995 Atlanta Braves won the title in a 144-game season due to 
the longest strike in baseball history that began the year before. After 
25 years, the only thought about that championship is why didn’t the 
Braves win more World Series after winning 14 straight division titles?

That brings me to 1981. If there is one shortened season title that 
continues to be disputed, it’s this one. The strike happened in the 
middle of the season. Instead of just picking up where it left off before 
the strike, MLB decided to split the season into two halves with the 
division champions of each half playing each other in a miniseries 
before the league championship season. Sounded good in theory 
except for two things. Just like 1972, where the Red Sox finished a 
half-game behind Detroit only due to playing one less game, the St. 
Louis Cardinals finished the same half-game out to the Expos playing 
one less game. More importantly both the Cardinals and the Cincinnati 
Reds had the two best records in the National League and NEITHER 
team made the playoffs. That was just … well … poor planning.

After all of that, the Los Angeles Dodgers won the World Series. While 
many fans argue the legitimacy of that title, how can anybody question 
a championship decided by the Dodgers and Yankees, arguably the 
flagship teams of MLB?

However, learning from that 1981 season, baseball is making 
everybody play a 60-game season. History tells us that if the season is 
a level playing field, the champion will eventually be legitimized as the 
circumstances of the season drift off into the annals of sports history. 
Who knows? It might in less time than our beloved Blackhawks.

LEGITIMIZING THE 2020 WORLD SERIES CHAMPION
BY: TIM CZUBA

The Oakland Athletics won their first of three consecutive World 
Series titles in 1972. A players’ strike erased the first week and a 
half of games which resulted in teams playing an uneven number of 
games that season. (Photo: Oakland Athletics Pinterest)
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FIRST BIG VICTORY (CONTINUED)

During a spring training tour through the south that reached St. Louis 
on April 29, the club displayed uniforms which dazzled the Tribune 
reporter covering the team. He was particularly impressed with the 
stockings and opined that the “snowy purity of the hose has suggested 
the name of ‘White Stockings’ for the nine.” From then on, the Tribune 
referred to the team as the White Stockings and the name stuck.

The southern tour was considered a success, but an early July tour 
against stronger eastern clubs was seen as a disappointment as the 
White Stockings picked up a number of losses. A late July return 
home to Dexter Park (located in the Chicago Stockyards) offered the 
opportunity to avenge the most egregious of those losses against the 
New York Mutuals. Instead, the White Stockings suffered a loss of 
historic proportions as the Mutuals defeated them by a 9-0 score on 
July 23rd. Never before had a team in organized baseball been held 
scoreless over the course of an entire game. For years afterwards, 
a team that was shutout in a game was referred to as having been 
“Chicagoed.”

Team management did not sit by idly while this was happening and 
a decision was made to expel catcher William Craver on suspicion 
of gambling on (and possibly throwing) games. The decision was 
prescient as Craver was thrown out of baseball seven years later for 
his role in the 1877 Louisville Grays scandal. The decision was also 
followed by improved play by the White Stockings who collected a 
number of wins at the end of August including one over the strong 
Brooklyn Atlantics team.

Meanwhile, the Red Stockings of Cincinnati started the season in 
fine fashion and had early success against the eastern clubs. But the 
games were becoming closer. On June 14 the Red Stockings’ baseball 
dominance finally ended as the Brooklyn Atlantics used extra innings 
to defeat them by a score of 8-7. That first loss by the Cincinnati club is 
among the most famous games in baseball history. The Red Stockings 
followed that loss with a string of victories, but internal dissention 
and an unexpected tie led to some intense scrutiny in the press. More 
importantly, an August 9 injury to George Wright left the club a little 
less potent going into September.

It was under these circumstances that the White Stockings (47-8) 
traveled to Cincinnati to take on the Red Stockings (52-2-1) for the 
first time since the club’s formation. A crowd of 6,000 showed up at 
Cincinnati’s Union Grounds to watch the action on September 7, a 
hot late summer day. Among the crowd were about 100 Chicagoans 
who had made trip. They eagerly accepted 2-to-1 odds on the White 
Stockings from Cincinnati patrons who derisively referred to the club 
as the “$18,000 Nine.”

The derision continued after the White Stockings went down quickly 
in the top of the first inning, with fans joyously shouting “Chicago.” 
But their joy was short lived as the Chicago team went to work in the 
second inning. William “Clipper” Flynn lined a single to right to lead 
off the inning and Fred Treacey followed with a single to center. Mart 
King blasted a double to left field to bring both runners home. Ed 
Pinkham’s soft fly landed between the center and right fielders to bring 
home King with the third run of the inning. The Cincinnati crowd was 
silenced.

Pinkham’s fine pitching kept the Red Stockings at bay and through 
four innings the White Stockings held a 3-1 lead. The White Stockings 
padded the lead in the fifth inning, adding two runs through good 
hitting by Levi Meyerle and sketchy fielding by the Red Stockings. Ned 
Cuthbert led off the sixth inning with a home run over the left fielder’s 
head to extend the lead to 6-1 and earn a $25 bonus from club President 
Norman T. Gassette.

The White Stockings added two more runs in the eighth inning to 
stretch the lead to 8-1 on hits from Jimmy Wood, Clipper Flynn, Mart 

pastime passage...
“If you’re a ballplayer, I’m the ‘King of Siam.’”

– Ty Cobb to Lou Gehrig, in a “nasty tone of voice.” 
Source - Alan Gaff, Lou Gehrig: The Lost Memoir

(New York: Simon & Schuster, 2020), 44.

Do you have a favorite baseball-related quote? Send it to
John Racanelli via email at j.racanelli@hotmail.com.

LISTEN TO THE EDITORS 
DISCUSS SABR’S LATEST 

PUBLICATION ON
“BASEBALL BY THE BOOK”

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 -

DOWNLOAD 
THE LATEST 

BOOKS
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https://hwcdn.libsyn.com/p/7/7/1/77156e432ebc70cb/bbtb_smoketown_final.mp3?c_id=81228386&cs_id=81228386&destination_id=450030&expiration=1599323409&hwt=a3b167749f84dfe95d5fd216c7360bed
https://hwcdn.libsyn.com/p/7/7/1/77156e432ebc70cb/bbtb_smoketown_final.mp3?c_id=81228386&cs_id=81228386&destination_id=450030&expiration=1599323409&hwt=a3b167749f84dfe95d5fd216c7360bed
https://sabr.org/ebooks
https://sabr.org/ebooks
https://sabr.org/ebooks
https://www.vecteezy.com/
https://www.vecteezy.com/
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Before the Chicago White Sox, before the Chicago Cubs, before the 
American Civil War—162 years ago last month—the first recorded 
baseball game in Chicago was played. And, perhaps as a portent of 
things to come, the Chicago club lost!

Chicago’s first baseball team, the Union Base Ball club, was organized 
on August 12, 1856. It was the first baseball club formed in Illinois, 
and indeed the first club formed west of the Appalachian Mountains. 
A notice in the Chicago Daily Democratic Press, August 12, 1856, 
announced its formation:

“Union Base Ball Club.—A company of young men will meet 
this (Tuesday) evening at the Hope Hose Carriage House at 8 
o’clock, to organize under the above name and elect officers 
for the year. All active young men who need exercise and 
good sport, are invited to be present.”

In this era the young men who organized the firefighting 
companies often took the lead in organizing baseball 
clubs. The Hope Hose company of volunteer firemen was 
considered one of the city’s best. They owned fire-fighting 
equipment which they kept in a carriage house. 

The members of the Union Club included many of the city’s 
prominent businessmen. The officers were William Jauncey 
(1827-1909), a Chicago druggist, and James T. Furney 
(1830-1876), a grocer who’d lived in Brooklyn before coming 
to Chicago. Among the players were John J. Gillespie (1833-
1901), city fire chief, later (1867-68) president of the Excelsior Base 
Ball Club of Chicago, and William Varian (1832-1920), a prominent 
physician.

The Union Club didn’t play a recorded game until almost two years 
after the club’s formation. We can presume that the club played intra-
squad games, if nothing else, perhaps since no other baseball teams 
formed in Chicago during this time. The play took place just west 
of the modern Loop, where Chicago’s cricket clubs also had their 
grounds.

On June 7, 1858, the 
Chicago Tribune 
announced an upcoming 
match of the Union 
Club with … a club 
from Downers Grove, 
then a small farming 
community 20 miles 
west of Chicago. The 
“Plow Boys” formed 
in 1856 as a social 
club, doubling as a 
parade group promoting 
Abraham Lincoln 
and the newly formed 
Republican Party. The 
DuPage County Historical Society describes them thus: “Led by 
DuPage County Sheriff Theodore S. Rogers of Downers Grove, they 
were spectacular in their red and white uniforms, as they rode on a 
wagon drawn by eight black horses. From the wagon’s tall flagpole 
was suspended a large American flag. They took part in rallies in 
neighboring communities. A blue silk banner presented to them by the 
village ladies now hangs in the American Room of the Smithsonian 
Institution.”

The Downers Grove club went by the colorful nickname “Plow Boys,” 
perhaps in mockery of their rural origins, though most of the members 
lived and worked in the small towns of DuPage County.

THE FIRST BASEBALL GAME IN CHICAGO
BY: BRUCE ALLARDICE

We don’t know the score of this first game, but we know that, to 
Chicago’s surprise, the “country” team won. And evidently a good time 
was had by all:

 
The Union and Plowboy baseball clubs disappeared during the Civil 
War, in common with many other amateur clubs, as their members left 
to serve in the army. The Plowboys existed as a social/political club at 
least through 1886.

But for the Plowboys Baseball Club, their name and traditions live on 
in the person of the modern “Vintage Baseball” Plowboys, who play 
exhibition games throughout the Chicago area.

For more on early (pre-1871) baseball, visit www.protoball.org.

Left: Theodore S. Rogers (1831-1917), captain of the 
Plowboys (1856-1860) / Right: Rogers (circled), 1863 
All Photos: DuPage County Historical Society
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It takes a special blend of power 
and speed to join MLB’s 30-30 
club, along with a little bit of luck. 
After all, we’ve only had about 
100 years of baseball where a 30 
home run season, even with no 
steals, would have been considered 
attainable. Equally, the 30 stolen 
base plateau is one that at times has 
felt quite pedestrian but at other 
times—including the present—has 
been tough to crack. As SABR 
member Paul Proia (South Florida 
chapter) puts it, “When steals were 
plentiful, power was not. When 
homers were collected, steals were 
rare.”
 
Still, there’s one more element 
of luck needed, or at least I’m 
regarding it as luck. After all, it 
is not enough simply to hit 30 home runs and pilfer 30 bases; the two 
feats must be accomplished in the same season!
 
Take the case of Andre Dawson for example. While never a true 30-
30 man, was his mix of power and speed any less than 30-30 Club 
members Ron Gant, Howard Johnson, or Joe Carter? The Hawk three 
times slugged 30 home runs in his career, including a high of 49 in 
1987 with the Cubs. He similarly stole 30 bases three times, including 
39 in 1982 with the Montreal Expos.

Of course, Dawson is far from baseball’s only asynchronous 30-30 
man. Chicago Cubs fans need look no further than a Dawson teammate. 
Ryne Sandberg belted 30 HR in 1989 and 40 in 1990, following a run 
of five consecutive 30+ SB seasons from 1982-1986. With 54 steals in 
1985, Ryno could even be considered a member of the Asynchronous 
40-50 Club. Now that’s impressive!

With Paul’s assistance I was able to compile a complete list of MLB’s 
asynchronous 30-30 men. For brevity, any true 30-30 men have been 
omitted even if they also have asynchronous 30-30 seasons.

I suspect most baseball fans who haven’t studied the phenomenon 
will find it surprising that this club did not even exist prior to 1978. 
While the true 30-30 club already included five players (Ken Williams, 
Willie Mays, Hank Aaron, Bobby Bonds, and Tommy Harper) the 
Asynchronous 30-30 Club resided only in the imagination (and 
probably not even there!) until Don Baylor went deep for home run 

BASEBALL’S UNSUNG 30-30 MEN
BY: JASON SCHWARTZ WITH SUPPORT FROM PAUL PROIA (SOUTH FLORIDA SABR)

ASYNCHRONOUS 30-30 CLUB
PLAYER SEASONS WITH SEASONS WITH
NAME 30+ HR (HIGH) 30+ SB (HIGH)
DON BAYLOR 1978, 1979, 1986 (39) 1973, 1975, 1976 (52)
LARRY HISLE 1978 (34) 1976 (31)
ANDRE DAWSON 1983, 1987, 1991 (49) 1979, 1980, 1982 (39)
RYNE SANDBERG 1989, 1990 (40) 1982-1986 (54)
BRADY ANDERSON 1996 (50) 1992, 1994, 1999 (53)
STEVE FINLEY 1996, 1999, 2000 (35) 1991, 1992, 1995 (44)
RAY LANKFORD 1997, 1998 (31) 1991, 1992, 1996 (44)
REGGIE SANDERS 2001, 2003 (33) 1995, 1999 (36)
MIKE CAMERON 2004 (30) 1999, 2001, 2002 (38)
ANDREW MCCUTCHEN 2012 (31) 2010 (33)

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 -

get social with sabr’s
emil rothe chicago chapter
there are five easy ways to interact with chicago chapter members. 

click today and start talking baseball.

http://www.facebook.com/sabrchicago
https://www.reddit.com/r/SABRChicago/
https://twitter.com/SABRChicago
http://sabrchicago.com
https://www.instagram.com/sabr_chicago/
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number 30 on September 7, 1978. (In the odd world of baseball 
coincidences, Larry Hisle joined the club the very next day!)

A quick study of the table also reveals a pattern that holds for 
nine of the 10 players. With the exception of Brady Anderson, all 
completed their final 30 SB season prior to their initial 30 HR season. 
Oversimplifying a bit, players transitioned from speed to power but 
never the reverse, slowing down while bulking up.

As we work our way toward the end (already!) of the COVID-
shortened 2020 baseball season, we can be fairly sure no new members 
will join the club this year. With only a 60-game schedule, 30 of 
anything would be the equivalent of 81 in a normal year. While there 
were eras where such a number would have been a cinch for steals 
and even an era 81 home runs might not have seemed impossible, the 
present era is neither of those.

Reversing the math, 30 of anything in a 162-game schedule pro-rates to 
just over 11 in 60 games. Should we approach the final weekend of the 
season and find players sitting on nine or 10 
homers or steals, we might now watch with 
added suspense, wondering and lamenting 
over what might have been.

Pre-History of the
Asynchronous 30-30 Club

We began this article with a look at two 
Chicago legends, Hawk and Ryno. While 
he didn’t quite crack the Asynchronous 
30-30 Club, it should be noted that THE 
prototypical speed-power dual threat was 
another Chicago player.
 
Yes, Ned Williamson not only bashed 27 
(admittedly dubious) home runs in 1884, 
but stole 45 bases three years later! Top 
that! Or should we say “Top Hat?!”

UNSUNG 30-30 MEN (CONTINUED)

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2020
Published: November 8 

Content Deadline: October 4 
Topics: World Series Recap, Chapter News/Events 

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2021
Published: January 3 

Content Deadline: December 6
Topics: 2020 Season Recap, SABR Day Promotion,

Chapter News/Events

MARCH-APRIL 2021
Published: March 7

Content Deadline: February 7
Topics: SABR Day Recap, MLB Opening Day, 
Spring Training Recap, Chapter News/Events

MAY-JUNE 2021
Published: May 2

Content Deadline: April 4
Topics: Minor League Baseball, Independent Leagues,

Chapter News/Events

JULY-AUGUST 2021
Published: July 4 

Content Deadline: June 6 
Topics: Season Status Updates, MLB Trade Deadline, 

Chapter News/Events 

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2021
Published: September 5

Content Deadline: August 1 
Topics: Postseason Preview/Predictions, Chapter News/Events 

2020-2021 NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE
During 2020, Chicago’s Emil Rothe Chapter switched to a bimonthly newsletter. We are always looking for new contributors.

Here is the upcoming publication schedule, corresponding deadlines for content, and potential topics for lead stories.
If you would like to contribute to a future issue of our Chapter newsletter, contact Bill Pearch at wcpearch@comcast.net.
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The Chicago Cubs bullpen has had a rough start in 2020. Despite some 
recent stabilization, the difference between the starting pitcher ERA 
and reliever ERA is among the widest in baseball this year (all data is 
through Monday, August 31st):

Values shaded in rose are starters, and relievers are in blue. Although a 
difference of 1.53 runs may not seem like much, it’s the seventh-worst 
value since 1970, out of more than 1,400 team-seasons.

CHICAGO CUBS BULLPEN WOES
BY: SCOTT LINDHOLM

Craig Kimbrel’s recent failure against the Cincinnati Reds is only the 
most recent reminder of how dependant the Cubs are on their relievers.  
Almost forty percent of Cubs’ innings have been thrown by relievers, 
and while they’re almost guaranteed a slot in the expanded playoff 
picture (just about any team with a winning record or close to it will), 
their bullpen will be a major determinant of how far they advance.

The Cubs made two bullpen acquisitions at the trade deadline, picking 
up Andrew Chafin from the Diamondbacks (8.10 ERA in 6.2 innings 
this year—he’ll fit right in) and Josh Osich from the Red Sox (5.76 
ERA in 15.2 innings). The Diamondbacks also moved Archie Bradley, 
a player I would have great interest in, but apparently the Cubs know 
something I don’t.

In a short season, and especially in shorter playoff series, any game 
blown by an ineffective bullpen takes on elevated importance. The 
Cubs simply have to have an effective Craig Kimbrel, backed by two or 
three other reliable arms, to have any reasonable chance at a prolonged 
playoff run.

Craig Kimbrel finished 2019, his first season with the Chicago 
Cubs, 0-4 with 13 saves and a 6.53 ERA.

Albert Fielding Lang
Although the ballpark has been since converted to a soccer pitch for 
the Tampa Bay Rowdies, this plaque can still be found at the former 
Al Lang Stadium in St. Petersburg, Florida. Lang is credited with 
bringing MLB spring training to St. Pete. (27.769081, -82.633381) 
Photo credit: John Racanelli

If you go out of your way to visit old ballparks, historical markers, 
statues, or gravesites we would love to hear about it!  Send your 
experiences and photos to j.racanelli@hotmail.com! 
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King, and Levi Meyerle. The Red Stockings roared to life in the bottom 
of the inning scoring three runs on hits from Charlie Sweasy and 
Charlie Gould, along with a misjudged fly by Clipper Flynn. The White 
Stockings answered with two runs in the top of the ninth on a bases-
loaded hit by Clipper Flynn and a 10-4 lead was carried into the bottom 
of the ninth.

Hits from Fred Waterman and Doug Allison quickly plated a run for 
the Red Stockings, but fielders choices from Harry Wright and Andy 
Leonard left them trailing by five with one out remaining. A passed 
ball and a hit by Asa Brainard cut the lead to four, but a leaping catch 
by Clipper Flynn of a deep blast to right by Charlie Sweasy brought the 
game to a dramatic end. White Stockings 10, Red Stockings 6.

The headlines in the Chicago Tribune on September 8 captured the 
city’s mood after the victory: “WHITE ABOVE THE RED—The 
Redoubtable Red Stockings Defeated by Chicago’s $18,000 Nine. 
When the Garden City Sets Out to Do a Thing, She Does it. It took 
Money to Accomplish the Business, but it’s Done. It was not Only 
Done, but it Was Well Done. Cincinnati Grieveth and Chicago 
Exulteth.”

The club returned to Chicago on the evening of Saturday, September 
9 and were met at Union Train Station by a crowd of more than 3,000 
celebrants. The players surprised the crowd by exiting the train with 
little red stockings around their necks. In addition, a live pig blanketed 
with a pair of red stockings along with a placard bearing the inscription 
“Porkopolis, Sept. 7, 1870.” The players and crowd led a parade to the 
Briggs House where the balcony was used for another salute to the 
team and where a fine feast was enjoyed.

The following day, a “Celebration Game” was held at Ogden Park 
(roughly located near present day Ontario and Fairbanks) where the 
White Stockings defeated a collection of the city’s best amateur players 
in front of a crowd of over 2,000 patrons—many of whom were clearly 
first time attendees. That night the team was feted at the Briggs House 
with an elegant banquet featuring elegant food, long speeches, and 
tokens of esteem.

There was still more baseball to be played after the big victory and the 
White Stockings finished the season in fine form. On October 13 they 
defeated the Red Stockings by a score of 16-13 in the return match at 
Dexter Park with 18,000 in attendance. This time, George Wright was 
in the Cincinnati line-up. On November 1, the White Stockings won a 
controversial game against the New York Mutuals. Trailing 13-7 in the 
bottom of the ninth, the White Stockings put on a furious rally to come 
within a run of the Mutuals. At that point the Mutuals pitcher, Mac 
Wolters, refused to throw another pitch after objecting to the umpire’s 
calls of ball and strikes and walked off the field. The Mutuals manager 
conceded the game and the result reverted to the score after eight 
innings: White Stockings 7, Mutuals 5.

When the season ended, the White Stockings staked their claim as 
the best team in the land having twice defeated the Red Stockings. 
The Red Stockings also made a case for being the best team based 
on their superior record. The Mutuals also had a case for being the 
best team based partially on being cheated out of a victory over the 
White Stockings. The Brooklyn Atlantics had a case … as did the 
Philadelphia Athletics. This end of the season confusion about who had 
the best team contributed to the organization of the first professional 
baseball league, the National Association, for the 1871 season.

The White Stockings elected to enter the National Association in 1871, 
but the Red Stockings … broke up. Among the reasons that Cincinnati 
magnates decided not to finance a team in 1871 was the two losses to 
the White Stockings. Many of the Red Stockings players moved on 
to the Boston National Association team where a new dynasty was 
formed. The 1871 Boston Red Stockings lasted for five seasons in 
the National Association and entered the National League in 1876. 
After a number of name changes, they became the Braves, moved to 

Milwaukee, and then to Atlanta where they still function as America’s 
oldest baseball team.

The White Stockings were top competitors in the National Association 
until their ball grounds, club house, and uniforms burned down in the 
1871 Chicago Fire. A new version of the White Stockings, also under 
the direction of Norman T. Gassette, entered the National Association 
in 1874 and joined the National League in 1876. After many name 
changes this team became the Chicago Cubs.

It is with this knowledge that we tip our hats on the September 7 
sesquicentennial of Chicago’s first big baseball victory.

Author
Richard Smiley is a life-long baseball fan who has rooted for the White 
Sox since 1970. For SABR he has written biographies of Jim Rivera, 
Reb Russell and Matty McIntyre; wrote a chapter on the building of 
Comiskey Park to a book on the park; edited a chapter on the 1906 
World Series; and wrote an article on Heinie Zimmerman’s chase of 
Eddie Collins across home plate in the 1917 World Series. He has also 
made presentations on the White Stockings and Norman T. Gassette. 
Richard was born on September 7.
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FIRST BIG VICTORY (CONTINUED)

Chapter members Chris Kamka and 
Scott Lindholm recently served as guest 
columnists on MLB Official Historian 
John Thorn’s blog, Our Game.

They unearthed the 1875 Westerns, 
briefly a participant in baseball’s first 
professional league.

CLICK 
HERE AND 

ENJOY!

https://ourgame.mlblogs.com/eye-oway-cf7d666d395d
https://ourgame.mlblogs.com/eye-oway-cf7d666d395d
https://ourgame.mlblogs.com/eye-oway-cf7d666d395d
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For this issue, let’s take this challenge on the road. From the clues 
provided in the two photos shown above, can you identify the exact 
dates of the two games? Good luck.

Congratulations to the three winners from the July-August 2020 
issue. All three correctly guessed the dates: July 2, 1967 (Wrigley 
Field) and May 23, 2014 (U.S. Cellular Field). 

• Richard Smiley
• Ed Hartig
• Henry Fyfe

Do you have a scoreboard photo that will have your fellow 
chapter members scratching their heads? Send it to Bill Pearch 
at wcpearch@comcast.net. Note that photos are not limited to 
Chicago ballparks.

SABR’s Board of Directors has approved a new initiative: the Baseball 
Reminiscence online chartered community, led by Monte Cely, Jon 
Leonoudakis, Jim Kenton, and George Sommerfeld.

Since 2015, SABR members in Texas, California, Connecticut, and 
New York have created a field of dreams by sharing their passion and 
baseball memories with those dealing with Alzheimer’s and dementia, 
with chronic medical issues or who are socially isolated and lonely.

Baseball has played a huge part in many peoples’ lives, from their 
early experiences on the sandlots, to collecting baseball cards, to going 
to their first major league game or even sharing a Red Barber radio 
broadcast with a loved one.

These moments were shared ones and a real sense of community 
was created with each baseball experience. Baseball became part of 
a collective memory and added to a sense of belonging. It gave an 
identity and recognition to people who shared this same passion and 
enthusiasm.

The SABR Baseball Reminiscence chartered community group invites 
you to join this effort to share baseball memories and help make 
those who feel that they don’t belong, belong. Experienced SABR 
volunteers can provide resources and personal assistance to help you 
start a program in your community. Other volunteer roles include, just 
to name a few: talk about your favorite player or team, share some 
memorabilia, help with technology, or capture and share a memory of 
your own in pictures or video. You will find the experience to be both 
enjoyable and rewarding.

To learn more about the Baseball Reminiscence Therapy program, 
or to consider starting one in your area, please contact a group leader 
below:

• Jon Leonoudakis (chair) 

• Monte Cely 

• Jim Kenton 

• George Sommerfeld

Here are some recaps of baseball reminiscence programs organized by 
SABR volunteers:

• Los Angeles SABR chapter launches BasebALZ program to bring 
baseball therapy to Alzheimer’s patients 

• Talking Baseball at Dell Diamond in Texas 

• Learn more about the SABR Rogers Hornsby Chapter’s 
BasebALZ program in Texas

NEW SABR BASEBALL 
REMINISCENCE GROUP LAUNCHED

SABR MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
We all have great baseball stories to share. We like to 
highlight SABR Chicago Chapter members. Contact Bill 
Pearch, newsletter editor, via email at wcpearch@comcast.net 
to schedule a brief interview.

10

mailto:Jbleonoudakis@me.com
mailto:cely@swbell.net
mailto:jmkentn@gvtc.com
mailto:allbcoop@yahoo.com
https://sabr.org/latest/los-angeles-sabr-chapter-launches-basebalz-program-to-bring-baseball-therapy-to-alzheimers-patients/
https://sabr.org/latest/los-angeles-sabr-chapter-launches-basebalz-program-to-bring-baseball-therapy-to-alzheimers-patients/
http://www.sabrhornsby.org/2020/02/talking-baseball-at-dell-diamond/
http://www.sabrhornsby.org/about-basebalz/
http://www.sabrhornsby.org/about-basebalz/
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BUCK WEAVER AND BOB FISHER
In 1915, White Sox shortstop Buck Weaver led the

American League with 42 sacrifice hits.

In 1915, Cubs shortstop Bob Fisher led the National League
with 42 sacrifice hits.

Photo credits: Chicago History Museum

Have a sweet Chicago Random Tandem?
Send it to j.racanelli@hotmail.com!

TOP TEN – MOST HOME RUNS IN SEASON 
BY CHICAGO PLAYER (60 GAMES OR LESS)

RANK PLAYER GAMES HR YEAR TEAM
1 NICHOLAS CASTELLANOS 51 16 2019 CUBS
2 FRANK THOMAS 34 12 2005 WHITE SOX
2 FRED MCGRIFF 49 12 2001 CUBS
2 ANDY PAFKO 49 12 1951 CUBS
2 SCOTT SERVAIS 52 12 1995 CUBS
2 JOE CREDE 53 12 2002 WHITE SOX
2 JOE PEPITONE 56 12 1970 CUBS
8 DONNIE MURPHY 46 11 2013 CUBS
8 RON KITTLE 51 11 1989 WHITE SOX
8 IAN HAPP 58 11 2019 CUBS

HAVE YOU COMPILED A TOP TEN LIST THAT THE CHAPTER WOULD FAWN 
OVER? SEND IT TO JOHN RACANELLI VIA EMAIL AT J.RACANELLI@
HOTMAIL.COM.
PHOTO CREDIT: ASSOCIATED PRESS

ZEMAN’S ZINGERS
BY: DAVE ZEMAN
Can you believe the trade deadline has already passed and the unusual 
60-game season is in the home stretch? Fans of Jeopardy! will be 
familiar with before and after categories. Here are five questions to 
tide you over as both the Chicago Cubs and Chicago White Sox make 
a run at their respective pennants. For these questions, two answers 
are combined to make one correct response. These questions are part 
baseball, part general history. Ready? Play ball!

1. Owner of Legends / Surrendered Babe Ruth’s last two home runs. 

2. Early advocate for women’s suffrage / First Washington National 
with a 10-RBI game. 

3. Author of Silent Spring / Pirate with 200-hit seasons 
in 1921 and 1922. 

4. Fanned 15 in his major league debut / Portrayed Daffy Dean 
in The Pride of St. Louis. 

5. Tossed no-hitter for 1948 Brooklyn Dodgers / Early 20th-century 
auto racing icon.

JULY-AUGUST 2020: HOW DID YOU DO?
1. The 1982 NL batting title winner/The Supreme Court’s 

Great Dissenter. Al Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. 

2. He led his league in singles eight times in a nine-year span/ 
He believed The Truth is Out There. Nellie Fox Mulder 

3. 16-year-old for the 1955 A’s/Lincoln’s opponent in the 
1864 election. Alex George McClellan 

4. One of two Hall of Famers to attend Fresno High School/ 
Performer known for his “3” cap. Frank Chance The Rapper 

5. He won a career high 14 games for the 1915 Washington 
Senators/Australia’s Uluru. Doc Ayers Rock
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This series takes a look at the legendary ballplayers that most fans 
forgot ever suited up with our local teams. Where possible we’ll present 
baseball card evidence of their Second City tenure.  

Johnny Evers and Jimmie Foxx
What Chicago fan of yesteryear couldn’t 
regale friends and rivals alike with tales 
of Hall of Fame second baseman Johnny 
Evers? More than likely they would even 
recite the famous Franklin Pierce Adams 
poem on cue. Suggest it was the poem that 
got old Crab to Cooperstown, and you’d 
better be ready to duck!

Now you might be scratching your head 
wondering how exactly this makes Evers 
an unknown legend. Right, but did I 
mention I mean South Side Johnny?

Following the end of the 1917 season 
it looked like Evers had played his last 
game. At 36 years old he’d been relegated 
to a part-time role for the past three 
years, barely crossing the Mendoza line 
as a hitter and no longer the double play 
machine of his heyday, at least not as a fielder.

Imagine then the shock of the baseball world when Evers suited up 
for a game five years later, for the White Sox no less, and went 4-for-4 
with three dingers and a double! Yes, that would be fun to imagine. In 
fact Coach Evers went 0-for-3 with a pair of walks as an impromptu 
substitute for injured player-manager Eddie Collins.

As best I can tell there are no cards depicting Evers with the Sox, but 
you may be able to use your imagination on this 2013 Panini Golden 
Age card, whose logo-free artwork and generic “Chicago” team 
identifier keep the door at least slightly ajar.

Returning to Wrigley in earnest, who doesn’t remember that great Cubs 
offensive juggernaut of 1930? Okay, fine, every team was an offensive 
juggernaut in 1930! But still.

Now add the great Jimmie Foxx, and I’d bet my entire 1981 Donruss 
master set that a World Series title is assured. Just a sec … well this is 
awkward … I’m being told Double X didn’t actually arrive until a bit 
later. Hmm.

Foxx was no longer a Beast when the Cubbies snatched him off 
waivers in June 1942, though his .392 OBP and .460 SLG might have 
convinced manager Jimmie Wilson that Foxx might provide at least 
some upgrade over an anemic offense that would finish the year with a 
measly .654 OPS.

Unfortunately, Foxx’s production fell off a cliff in Chicago, and all 
he could swing was a .205 batting average with three home runs. His 

UNKNOWN LEGENDS
BY: JASON SCHWARTZ

.570 OPS was the lowest of his career 
until…

…Foxx returned to the Cubs in 1944 
and offered up the minuscule slash 
line .050/.136/.100 for a career-low 
OPS of .236. You’d be correct to 
assume the Cubs did not ask Foxx 
to return in 1945. While sabermetrics was a relatively new field at the 
time, most projections had Foxx posting an OPS somewhere between 
.033 and .128.

Far from it, Foxx upped his 1944 OPS by more than 500 points in 
1945, slashing .268/.336/.420 for the Phillies in what would be his 
final season. To boot, Double X even took the mound for NINE games, 
going 1-0 with a 1.59 ERA.

Meanwhile, back at the Friendly Confines the Cubs had of course 
won the pennant but squandered a 3-1 World Series lead to the Tigers, 
surrendering 24 runs in the final three games. As I was saying, Jimmie 
Foxx absolutely could have won the Cubs a Series, if only they’d kept 
him one more year … and put him on the hill!

In terms of cardboard, Foxx had only one playing era card with 
Chicago, a 1943 dazzler from carnival supplier MP & Company.

He can also be found reppin’ the Windy City in the 1961 Fleer Baseball 
Greats set.

Thinking of an “unknown legend” that you would like to nominate? 
Send Jason an email at jason.1969@yahoo.com.

WANTED: YOUR BASEBALL RESEARCH
Are you conducting baseball research? SABR’s Emil Rothe 
Chicago Chapter can help. We are looking for new articles 
to publish in the Chapter’s newsletter and our social media 
outlets. Submit your articles to Bill Pearch, newsletter editor, 
via email at wcpearch@comcast.net for inclusion in an 
upcoming edition.

Cards: 1) Johnny Evers - 2013 
Panini Golden Age card; 2) Rogers 
Hornsby, Hack Wilson, Kiki 
Cuyler - John Racanelli custom 
card; 3) Jimmie Fox - 1943 MP & 
Company; 4) Jimmie Fox - 1961 
Fleer Baseball Greats

1

2

3

4
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Joe Torre as his teammates. The technicality was that he signed with 
the Braves after the USC Trojans had already played a practice game in 
1966. The rule in baseball was that a college player could not be signed 
after the collegiate season had begun. USC protested the signing, and 
MLB Commissioner William Eckert had no choice to void the contract. 
The NCAA then ruled that Seaver had lost his college eligibility by 
signing the contract, leaving him unable to play baseball in the pros or 
in college.

Commissioner Eckert ruled that any team that wanted to match 
Atlanta’s original offer could make a bid for Seaver. Three teams did. 
“I got a call saying the Indians, Phillies and Mets wanted me,” Seaver 
explained in a 1966 interview. “The guy said the name of my team was 
about to be drawn out of a hat. He said, ‘You are now the property of 
… the New York Mets.’”

Yes, you read that right. The greatest player the Mets ever had joined 
the team because of a random hat draw. I know the Mets are a bad-
luck team, but they were the recipients of one of the luckiest draws in 
baseball history. Maybe that’s why the Mets have had no luck lately. 
They used up all their karma all in one fell swoop in 1966.

With that unpleasantness settled, Seaver reported to the Jacksonville 
Suns of the International League in 1966. He was 12-12 with 188 
strikeouts in 210 innings and a 3.13 ERA in what ended up being his 
only season in the minor leagues. Suns Manager Solly Hemus saw his 
potential immediately. “I see him as the Mets’ first 20-game winner. 
All he needs is work. He’s got brains, good attitude, control … he just 
keeps getting better.”

Hemus was spot on in his prediction. Seaver won 20 games four 
times with the Mets (1969, ’70, ’71, ’75) before another pitcher (Jerry 
Koosman in 1976) managed the same feat.

Seaver made the Mets team out of spring training in 1967. They were 
still an awful team and lost 101 games, but Seaver proved to be every 
bit the revelation he was expected to be. He was the NL Rookie of the 
Year and an All-Star, ending the season with a 16-13 record and 2.76 
ERA. He was the only Mets pitcher with a double-digit victory total 
and was responsible for more than a quarter of the team’s 61 wins.

Seaver was an instant fan favorite. His pitching was a rare bright spot 
in a dismal season, and he was eighth on the team in stolen bases with 
two. He played the game with a joy that hadn’t been seen before on a 
Mets team.

“Last night, he’s warming up and he’s throwing sidearm and 
underhand, and kidding around, and I’m thinking of going to [manager 
Wes] Westrum to tell him maybe he should get someone else ready,” 
coach Harvey Haddix told sportswriter Dick Young. “Then I think, 
hold on there. This kid is playing the game the way I used to play it. He 
likes it.”

There weren’t bright spots in Seaver’s first couple of seasons, but Mets 
fandom exploded in joy in 1969 when the team won 100 games and 
its first World Series. Naturally, Seaver was a big part of the “Miracle 
Mets,” winning 25 games, including 18 complete games and five 
shutouts. His ERA was a minuscule 2.21, and he fanned 208 batters in 
273-1/3 innings. One of his best games of the year was a 4-0 one-hitter 
over the Chicago Cubs on July 9. He took a perfect game into the ninth 
inning before Jim Qualls spoiled it with a 1-out single. Still, the win 
was one more blow to the fading Cubs as the Mets overtook them in 
the NL East standings.

Seaver’s first postseason got off to a shaky start. He won Game One of 
the NL Championship Series against the Braves, but he was knocked 
around for five runs in seven innings, including homers by Tony 
Gonzalez and Hank Aaron. After that 3-game sweep, Seaver lost Game 
One of the World Series against the Orioles by a score of 4-1. He 

redeemed himself with a 10-inning complete game win in Game Five, 
allowing just six hits in a 2-1 win at Shea Stadium.

Seaver was the near-unanimous choice for the Cy Young Award (Phil 
Niekro got one of the 24 votes, with Seaver getting the rest) and came 
in second place in the MVP vote behind the Giants’ Willie McCovey. 
McCovey had a fantastic season, hitting .320 and leading the NL in 
homers with 45 and RBIs with 126. However, the Giants didn’t make 
the postseason.

Seaver’s run from 1967 through 1976 shows just how dominant a 
pitcher he was at his prime. He averaged 18 wins during that span with 
four 20-win seasons. He led the NL in wins twice, walked away with 
three ERA titles, including a 1.76 in 1971 that was best in baseball, 
and he was named to nine All-Star teams in 10 years. He won Cy 
Young Awards in 1969, 1973 and 1975 and finished in the Top 5 in 
votes twice more. He also led the league in strikeouts five times, WHIP 
twice, ERA+ three times and Fielding Independent Pitching four times. 
He struck out more than 200 batters in nine straight seasons.

Seaver struck out 19 Padre batters in a 2-1 win on April 22, 1970. He 
fanned the final 10 batters he faced, which has never been equaled by 
any other pitcher.

Seaver become one of the game’s most recognizable stars. His wife 
Nancy became a celebrity in her own right, and even their dog Slider 
starred in a dog food commercial. Naturally, the tough New York 
media took occasional shots at him, particularly when he would lose 
his temper, and claim that baseball’s Golden Boy was getting tarnished. 
Seaver shrugged off the criticism.

“I would say the halo was put there by the writers in New York, and if 
they think it’s being tarnished, it’s their prerogative to say that it is,” he 
commented in 1970 after a couple of outbursts following losses to the 
lowly Montreal Expos. “The halo is an illusion of their own fabrication. 
But they built it and they have the right to tear it down.”

Seaver won 2/3 of the pitching Triple Crown in 1973 by leading the NL 
in ERA (2.08) and strikeouts (251), and his 19 wins were second-best 
behind Ron Bryant’s 24 wins for the Giants. The ’73 Mets returned to 
the World Series, losing to the A’s in seven games. Though he had a 
loss and a no-decision in the Series, Seaver pitched well, striking out 18 
A’s in 15 innings while allowing four earned runs for a 2.40 ERA.

Seaver and the Mets fell back to earth after the 1973 season. The team 
lost 91 games in ’74, and Seaver dropped to 11-11. His ERA rose 
above 3 and he missed out on the All-Star Game, both for the first time 
in his career. He battled hip pain for much of the season and inevitably 
faced questions about whether he was washed up. Seaver proceeded 

Tom Seaver started two games for the New York Mets during 
the 1969 World Series against the Baltimore Orioles. (Photo: 
Sports Illustrated)

REMEMBERING SEAVER (CONTINUED)

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 -
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to win the Cy Young in 1975 with 22 wins and a 2.38 ERA, so he 
answered those questions with a resounding “NO.” He became only the 
second pitcher to win three Cy Young Awards, putting him on the level 
of his pitching hero, Sandy Koufax.

While Seaver was continuing to dominate the National League, the 
Mets were falling into the middle of the pack. The team’s ownership 
was reluctant to pay Seaver the kind of money that he wanted. He 
eventually signed a three-year, $675,000 contract, but it was soon 
eclipsed by other free agent deals. Seaver was unhappy both with 
his pay and with the Mets inactivity in signing new players. The 
relationship between him and Mets chairman M. Donald Grant fell 
apart. Finally, on June 15, 1977, the seemingly impossible happened: 
Tom Terrific was traded out of New York.

The Mets sent Seaver to the Cincinnati Reds for a package that 
included Doug Flynn, Steve Henderson, Dan Norman and Pat Zachry. 
At the time of the trade, Seaver was 7-3 for the Mets with a 3.00 ERA. 
His new team, the Reds, were in the thick of the pennant race, and 
Seaver went 14-3 for his new team. The Reds didn’t make it to the 
postseason, but Seaver had a combined 21-6 record and a 2.58 ERA to 
finish third in the Cy Young vote.

For old-school sportswriters and old-school owners like Grant, Seaver 
represented the worst aspects of ballplayers—the greedy mercenary. He 
actually represented the modern-day ballplayer who wanted to be paid 
his actual value, and some people never could accept it. Grant allegedly 
referred to his ballplayers as his “boys,” so he was a few decades 
behind the times as far as baseball executives go.

Now in his 30s, Seaver wasn’t quite the unstoppable force with the 
Reds as he was with the Mets. He did win 16 games with Cincinnati 
in 1978 and ’79 and made his final postseason appearance in 1979, as 
the Reds lost to the Pirates in the NLCS. He had a no-decision in Game 
One, pitching eight innings of 2-run ball. He also threw a no-hitter, 
after several near misses, against the Cardinals on June 16, 1978.

As his fastball slowed, Seaver had to deal with an aching shoulder and 
arm. Injuries limited him to 26 starts and 168 innings in 1980. He was 
brilliant in the strike-shortened 1981 season, leading all of baseball 
with 14 wins and an .875 winning percentage. He followed that up 
with his worst season, winning just five games while losing 13 with a 
5.50 ERA, as he dealt with assorted injuries. Despite reports he was 
through, Seaver returned to the Mets in 1983 via a trade. It made sense, 
that he would finish his career with the same team where it all started.

Seaver’s 1983 season with the Mets was not that successful, with a 
9-14 record and a 3.95 ERA. However, he pitched 231 innings as 
the workhorse of the Mets staff, which was the most he’d thrown 
since 1978. Reaching the 300-win mark, which looked impossible a 
couple of seasons ago, suddenly became an achievable goal again. 
Seaver re-signed with the Mets for another year, but the Mets left him 
unprotected in a free-agent compensation draft. The White Sox, who 
were due a pick because they lost pitcher Dennis Lamp to the Toronto 
Blue Jays, chose Seaver.

“We come and we go, don’t we?” Seaver said when he was given the 
news. He was stuck between either pitching for a new team or retiring, 
27 victories away from 300. He considered walking away from baseball 
but opted to join the Sox. Meanwhile, the Mets were left looking bad 
once again, and the blame fell on general manager Frank Cashen.

“If I had any personal indication that the White Sox would pick 
Tom Seaver I never would have left him unprotected and bring this 
embarrassment to the organization. This is devastating to the franchise 
— not so much to the body of the team, but to the soul of the team,” 
said Cashen.

Seaver won 15 and 16 games for Chicago in 1984 and ’85, respectively. 

He credited his late-career success to changing his pitching. His fastball 
that used to be clocked at 97 mph or more now ended up the high 80s. 
“I’ve had to make a gradual transition, and it became necessary to mix 
up the pitches more than ever,” he told Ira Berkow of the New York 
Times. “A back-door slider, a slider down and away, a hard curve, a 
flop curve, and different speeds on the fastball. The last four or five 
years I’ve developed a change-up, and I never had one, or needed one, 
before.”

On August 4, 1985, Seaver recorded his 300th career win in New 
York City like he imagined. However, it came in a White Sox uniform 
against the Yankees, as he went the distance in a 4-1 win. That same 
day, Rod Carew recorded his 3,000th hit, and Dwight Gooden won his 
11th straight start, breaking the Mets record that was once held by … 
Tom Seaver.

Seaver ended up in the thick of the AL pennant race in 1986 when he 
was traded from the White Sox to the Boston Red Sox for Steve Lyons. 
He won five games for Boston in 16 starts and had an ERA of 3.80. 
Unfortunately, a knee injury forced the Red Sox to keep him off the 
postseason roster. One has to wonder if the ’86 World Series would 
have changed at all if Seaver had been healthy enough to pitch against 
his old Mets team.

The Mets signed Seaver in June of 1987 when the team was hit with 
injuries to David Cone and Rick Aguilera, and Dwight Gooden’s 
season was halted by drug rehabilitation. Seaver gave it a try but finally 
was forced to admit, “there were no more pitches left in this 42-year-
old arm that were competitive.” At least Seaver was able to officially 
retire as a Met.

In 20 years in the major leagues, Seaver had a 311-205 record with a 
2.86 ERA. He had 231 complete games and 61 shutouts, and he struck 
out 3,640 batters. No slouch at the bat, Seaver hit 12 home runs while 
hitting .154. Per Baseball Reference, he was worth 109.9 Wins Above 
Replacement in his career. He was selected to 12 All-Star Games and is 
ranked 18th all-time in wins and sixth all-time in strikeouts.
Seaver was inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 1992 
with 98.8% of the vote, the highest amount a player had ever received 
at the time. The record has since been broken by Ken Griffey Jr. and 
Mariano Rivera. He was also the first Met to have his number — 41 — 
retired.

In his retirement, Seaver and his wife founded a vineyard in California 
called Seaver Vineyards. It wasn’t a vanity project; he and his family 
worked hard there. He described himself as just one of the worker 
bees. He still made public appearances until his health declined, but it 
became a new and fun career for him.

Seaver, particularly early in his career, had the power to get the ball 
past pretty much any hitter. He had the brains to go with the brawn, 
though. His longevity can be directly attributed to his willingness to 
learn and adapt as his fastball faded over time. He was always one of 
baseball’s most cerebral ballplayers. Many interviews with him referred 
to the latest book he was reading or the crossword puzzle he had just 
completed. He was unafraid to speak up about political issues, whether 
it’s civil rights or his disagreement about the Vietnam War. When the 
Cincinnati Reds prepared for a goodwill tour to Japan, Seaver prepared 
by reading up on Japanese history and culture.

Seaver was also quick with a quip. In 1978, he ended a Sunday prayer 
service in Pittsburgh when the speaker, Walter Leeper, concluded 
his sermon with, “I’d like to wish you fellows good luck, but I’m a 
Pittsburgh native, so I have to root for the Pirates.”

“If you do, God will punish you!” Seaver responded.

For more information: Baseball Hall of Fame
Follow me on Twitter: @rip_mlb
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