
Opening Day 2021 at Wrigley Field was like no other. Well over a 
year into a COVID-19 pandemic that has claimed too many lives, 
it was simply surreal to walk into the ballpark for the first time 
fans have been allowed back in over 550 days. With capacity 
capped at 25%, the park had an aura not unlike a September 
afternoon after the children have returned to school and the 
Cubs had been mathematically eliminated in July.

The Cubs implemented several protocols this season that made 
the entry process fast and effortless. Gone was the need to 
empty your pockets and all tickets housed in the Ballpark app 
were self-scanned. Unfortunately, the typical magnet schedule 
giveaway was replaced—rather appropriately—with a small 
baggie stuffed with a mask and hand sanitizer.

All seating was divided into 
distanced “pods” and the seats 
between were secured with zip 
ties. Once settled in, the crowd 
was sparse and devoid of the 
comforting buzz that typically 
accompanies the birth of a new 
baseball season at the Friendly 
Confines. Masks were required 
to be worn unless you were 
actively eating or drinking, and 
the Cubs had staff patrolling the 
aisles to remind folks to pull up 
their masks.

The Pirates’ second batter, 
Ke’Bryan Hayes, broke the tie 
with a two-run home run before 
many fans had even settled 
into their seats. Kyle Hendricks 
was uncharacteristically wild 
(i.e., squeezed) and was lifted 
after tossing just three innings. 
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The Chicago Cubs welcomed fans back to Wrigley Field for the The Chicago Cubs welcomed fans back to Wrigley Field for the 
team’s home opener on Thursday, April 1, 2021. The Pittsburgh team’s home opener on Thursday, April 1, 2021. The Pittsburgh 
Pirates won, 5-3. (Photo: John Racanelli)Pirates won, 5-3. (Photo: John Racanelli)

AN UNFAMILIARLY FAMILIAR 
CUBS HOME OPENER
BY: JOHN RACANELLI
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by Al Booth of the Swan Lake Gun Club, spared no expense for 
what local newspapers billed as the “greatest event in the history 
of Henry.” That claim is difficult to dispute as the community of 
roughly 1,800 residents welcomed a crowd of nearly 5,000 fans—
undeterred by the rainy conditions—for an exhibition game at 
Pavilion Park between the semiprofessional Henry Greys and 
the White Sox. The Henry Base Ball Association offered a money-
back guarantee to fans if Charles Comiskey’s regular lineup, 
including “the wonderful Eddie Collins … the greatest, fastest and 
highest priced second baseman in the world,” did not play.

According to the Henry Republican, spectators arrived via 
diverse modes of transportation from “train, steamer, auto, 
carriage and wagon.” Nearly 1,000 guests chartered the Verne 
Swain steamboat from nearby Peoria to celebrate the return of 
Rowland who managed the Three-I League’s Peoria Distillers 
one season earlier. Reporters from 30 local papers within a 
40-mile radius planned to endure the conditions and document 
the affair. Political and financial heavyweights from nearby 
municipalities—Tiskilwa, Princeton, Buda, Kewanee, Galva, 
Toulon and Wyoming—were on hand. White Sox fans from 
Chicago even made arrangements to arrive via a special train on 
the Chicago, Indiana & Southern Railroad.

An elite team of the era, the Henry Greys were crowned 1914’s 
semipro champions of Illinois after compiling a 36-5 (.878) 
record. When the team secured its funding and organized 

Insert caption here.

BY: BILL PEARCH

Manager Pants Rowland was apoplectic. The Chicago White 
Sox were suffering a three-game losing streak, including 
dropping four of the five-game series against the Boston Red 
Sox at Comiskey Park. The South Siders (53-33), who led the 
American League before that series, slipped to third place and 
trailed the front-running Red Sox (52-29) and second-place 
Detroit Tigers (52-31). To further complicate matters, American 
League president Ban Johnson suspended Rowland indefinitely 
following his recent ninth-inning ejection by Silk O’Loughlin. 
With an open date on Wednesday, July 21, 1915, a one-day 
jaunt to Henry, Illinois, a small community situated on the 
Illinois River could not have come at a more opportune time for 
Rowland and his team.

Adorned in grand fashion with flags and decorative banners, 
Henry swelled with civic pride. Community leaders, spearheaded 

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 -

SABR MEMBER 
SPOTLIGHT
We all have great baseball stories.
Go ahead and share some with your 
fellow SABR Chicago Chapter members. 
Contact Bill Pearch, newsletter editor, 
via email at wcpearch@comcast.net to 
schedule a brief interview.

OH, HENRY! THE BUNCH OF BUSHWACKERS

WHO KNOCKED OFF THE WHITE SOX

Above: The 1915 Henry Greys, a semipro team from Central Above: The 1915 Henry Greys, a semipro team from Central 
Illinois, will live on as the squad that defeated the American Illinois, will live on as the squad that defeated the American 
League’s mighty Chicago White Sox. (Photo courtesy: Don Rulis)League’s mighty Chicago White Sox. (Photo courtesy: Don Rulis)
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Top: Cleveland Indians player-manager, Lou Boudreau, is credited Top: Cleveland Indians player-manager, Lou Boudreau, is credited 
with developing the Ted Williams Shift. (Photo: FiveThirtyEight)with developing the Ted Williams Shift. (Photo: FiveThirtyEight)

Above: Jay Bruce, a three-time MLB All-Star, announced his Above: Jay Bruce, a three-time MLB All-Star, announced his 
retirement at age 34. After 10 games in 2021, he finished with a retirement at age 34. After 10 games in 2021, he finished with a 
.118 batting average. (Photo: Pinstripe Alley).118 batting average. (Photo: Pinstripe Alley)
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BY: TIM CZUBA

Let me be perfectly clear.

The shift has been around for as long as I can remember.

When I was a kid, if I had a nickel for every time I heard Harry 
Caray, Jack Brickhouse or even Joe Garigiola say the defense 
was playing the hitter to pull, or they were shading the hitter to 
swing late, etc., I would have had tons of extra packs of baseball 
cards. It was part of the lexicon of baseball, even when I was an 
emerging baseball fan growing up in the 1970s.

So, when I read Tom Verducci’s article in Sports Illustrated last 
week (What Jay Bruce’s Sudden Retirement Should Mean for 
Baseball and the Shift), suggesting the shift forced Jay Bruce 
to retire because he could no longer beat what his hitting 
tendencies caused, it made me laugh. To paraphrase Annie 
Savoy in “Bull Durham,” people think baseball is a linear game 
with all the lines, but it’s really a spatial game. Spatial means 
room, not just on the field, where there is a lot, but also in the 
minds of those trying to win the game. Room to come up with a 
statistical analysis that shows how SOME hitters, not every hitter, 
have tendencies to hit the ball in the same place enough times 
that putting a defender there might help get that hitter out. It 
only makes sense. It’s the natural evolution of the game, like the 
invention of the slider or the splitter.

Instead of players learning how to beat the shift, Verducci flat out 
says it should be banned. Banned because Jay Bruce and other 
decent ballplayers like Brian McCann could not adjust? How 
absurd. That’s like saying Tom Seaver should have been banned 
because he was a really good pitcher and not enough players 
could hit him.

WHAT'S ON DECK?
VIRTUAL CHAPTER MEETINGS (ZOOM)

Saturday, May 22 - 2 p.m.

Dr. Gregory Wolf & Don ZmindaDr. Gregory Wolf & Don Zminda

Dr. Wolf, SABR’s BioProject Co-Director, will discuss
the recent publication:

The Base Ball Palace of the World: Comiskey ParkThe Base Ball Palace of the World: Comiskey Park

Zminda, SABR member and author,
will discuss his new book:

Double Plays and Double Crosses:Double Plays and Double Crosses:
The Black Sox and Baseball in 1920The Black Sox and Baseball in 1920

Zoom details will be available soon
via email and on the Chapter’s social media outlets.

THE SHIFT: A PRACTICAL

PERSPECTIVE

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 -

https://www.si.com/mlb/2021/04/22/jay-bruce-retirement-shift-the-opener
https://www.si.com/mlb/2021/04/22/jay-bruce-retirement-shift-the-opener
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HISTORY HUNTERS
Bottomley - Ruffing - Schalk Baseball Museum

BY: JOHN RACANELLI

Jim Bottomley grew up in the Central Illinois town of Nokomis. 
Although Nokomis High School would not field a baseball team 
until the 1940s, Sunny Jim starred for the basketball team and 
played semipro baseball in the area. Signed to Branch Rickey’s St. 
Louis Cardinals in 1922, Jim won the 1928 National League MVP 
and was elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1974. Following 
his retirement, Bottomley would frequent Nokomis events and 
offer playing tips to the throngs of youngsters invariably drawn 
to him.

According to museum president, Lisa Billingsley, Nokomis 
resident Joe Kemp erected a small homage to Bottomley and 
other Central Illinois ballplayers on the wall of a diner in 1981. In 
the ensuing years, the display of memorabilia and Kemp’s player 
biographies grew to outsize the confines of the restaurant and 
a search was initiated to house the collection in a full-fledged 
museum setting. 

Now celebrating its 40th anniversary, the Bottomley • Ruffing • 
Schalk Baseball Museum (“BRS Museum”) located at 121 West 
State Street in Nokomis is a must-see baseball destination. 
Located just 20 miles west of I-55, the museum offers an 
expansive collection of equipment, artifacts, and collectibles for 
each of its namesake honorees, including one of Jim Bottomley’s 
gloves, a Yankees jersey donned by Red Ruffing, and a well-worn 
catcher’s mitt used by Ray Schalk.

The BRS Museum, however, offers so much that even a casual 
baseball fan will get lost in nostalgia. Exhibits include an array 
of player biographies penned by Kemp; display cases packed 
with period baseball gloves, bats, and radio equipment; jerseys, 
photos, and autographs; and a truly impressive collection of Pre-
War baseball cards. 

At the back of the museum is “Illinois Pride,” a huge map on 
which the hometowns of some 350 ballplayers from Illinois 
(south of Peoria), eastern Missouri, and northern Kentucky are 
marked with a pin and a brief corresponding bio. The players 
honored include Ryan O’Malley (who made two starts for the 
2006 Cubs), Hall of Famers, and everyone in between—as best as 
the museum can keep up with the ever-growing list! 

Hopefully, you will have the pleasure of meeting Billingsley, 
whose passion for baseball and the museum is unbounded. 
Or perhaps you will meet treasurer, Steve Johnson, who has 
collected a dizzying array of tobacco cards including Christy 
Mathewson, Ty Cobb, and a stunning run of T202 Hassan Triple 
Folders.

4
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for 1915, they fielded a nearly identical team from the prior 
season. One noteworthy addition was signing Jimmy Johnson, 
an outfielder on Rowland’s Distillers squad in 1914. Throughout 
1915, the Greys proved equally dominant finishing 46-9 (.836). 
The team even elevated its level of competition by scheduling 
games against the United States Army team, Rube Foster’s 
American Giants, the Cuban All-Stars from Havana, and the 
Chicago Union Giants. The Greys learned a lesson during their 
mid-August 1914 exhibition game loss against the Chicago Cubs. 
They needed a genuine draw if they intended to size up against 
the White Sox.

Greys management contacted the Three-I League’s Davenport 
Blue Sox to inquire about and secure the services of the team’s 
brightest pitching star, Jesse Barnes. Barnes, who would win 
152 games during a 13-year major-league career, was just a 
22-year-old hurler at the time. He had a limited trial with the 
Cubs in May 1914. Manager Hank O’Day purchased Barnes for 
a 30-day tryout, but he never gave the young hurler any game 
action. The Cubs shipped the youngster back to Davenport once 
the trial period expired. Primed for his showcase, Barnes made 
30 pitching appearances (19 starts) with Davenport in 1915 and 
compiled an 18-6 record with a 1.38 ERA.

Refunds were not issued to fans as Barnes faced Rowland’s 
lineup of Eddie Murphy, left field; Buck Weaver, shortstop; Eddie 
Collins, second base; Jack Fournier, first base; Shano Collins, 
right field; Happy Felsch, center field; Tom Daly, catcher; Lena 
Blackburne, third base; Ed Walsh, starting pitcher; and Ed 
Klepfer, relief pitcher. 

Despite inclement weather, the festivities commenced in the 
morning and extended late into the evening. Performances 
included brass bands, singing quartets, vaudeville acts, and a 
seven-piece orchestra. Fans packed the stands and amphitheater 
two hours prior to the game’s start. They shouted and sang 
throughout the game and never succumbed to the steady 
showers.

Ed Walsh, the future Hall of Famer, pitched the first two innings 
for Chicago and surrendered two hits. The game remained 
scoreless through two innings until the White Sox broke the 
deadlock in the top of the third. Blackburne connected for a 
double, advanced to third on a Barnes miscue, then crossed the 
plate following Murphy’s sacrifice fly. The Sox maintained a 1-0 
lead until the home half of the seventh.

Henry evened the score when center fielder Lester Bassett 
tripled off of Klepfer, then scored on catcher Alfred Luvisi’s 
single. With the scored tied 1-1 in the bottom of the eighth, the 
Greys seized a 3-1 lead following back-to-back singles by first 
baseman Ralph Ginnochio and second baseman “Red” Williams, 
and a two-out double by left fielder “Dutch” Wagoner.

With their backs to the wall in the top of the ninth, Fournier 
clobbered a Barnes fastball. The local paper noted that 
Fournier’s home run was “easily the longest hit ever made on 
the home field.” According to reports, the batted ball left the 
yard and landed in an oat field. Despite the mammoth blast 
and clinging to a one-run lead, Barnes was unflappable and 
squashed the rally and solidified the Henry Greys’ 3-2 victory 
over the White Sox.

The Henry Republican noted that “Barnes’ whip was great, his 
drops were greater and his head the greatest.” During a 1970s 
interview, Frank Williams, the Greys’ second-string catcher said, 
“[Pitcher Hank] Cooper told [Barnes] what to throw and won 
the game sitting on the bench.” Days after the game, the Blue 
Sox sold Barnes to the Boston Braves for $2,500. On July 30, he 
pitched two innings in relief for the Braves against the Cincinnati 
Reds.

Though just an exhibition game with no bearing on the 
American League standings, Rowland’s day away failed to 
provide the quiet respite he craved. “Never again will I take my 
Sox down in the brush to be dragged in the mud and battered 
around by a bunch of bushwackers,” Rowland said, following his 
team’s loss. The White Sox promptly returned to Comiskey Park 
for a three-game set against the New York Yankees and returned 
to winning ways and completed the sweep. W

OH, HENRY! CONTINUED

Above: Eddie Collins and Manager Pants Rowland watch from the Above: Eddie Collins and Manager Pants Rowland watch from the 
bench as the semipro Henry Greys pull off an unexpected victory bench as the semipro Henry Greys pull off an unexpected victory 
against the Chicago White Sox. (Photo courtesy: Don Rulis)against the Chicago White Sox. (Photo courtesy: Don Rulis)

As far as I’m concerned there are two ways to beat the shift. 
Immense talent is one. Frank Thomas hit the ball all over the 
field in the early part of his career, earning him back-to-back 
MVP awards. As he got older, the defense and pitching adjusted 
making Thomas more of a straight pull hitter. In his age 39 
season in 2008, Thomas, playing against a defense shifted toward 
his tendencies, slashed .277/.377/.480. I’d say he beat the shift.

The second way is to “hit ‘em where they ain’t.” Yeah, maybe Jay 
Bruce is a little too old to change his stroke and hit the ball the 
other way enough to make the shift ineffective, but when I see 
a young player getting an extreme shift, that should be a red 
flag to adapt or watch your career fade into oblivion. It’s natural 
selection. I know the obvious call from fans to beat the extreme 
shift now a days is the bunt. It is an effective tool, but how about 
the inside/out swing as well? I mean it only worked for guys like 
Wade Boggs and Tony Gwynn.

I know MLB is going to experiment with infielders having to 
have both feet on the dirt before a pitch is thrown in Double A 
ball this season. Boy, what would Davey Concepcion and Ozzie 
Smith think about that? I would have missed some spectacular 
plays made by them in their prime. Frankly, if players like Javy 
Baez, Fernando Tatis, Jr., and Tim Anderson can play deep, range 
to their left and right and have the arm to gun somebody out at 
first, God bless. Baseball excitement is not always on offense.

The key word to all of this is “evolution.” Just like the NFL, where 
the West Coast Offense begot the Zone Blitz out of necessity, so 
will the shift eventually give rise to enough players spraying the 
ball around the ballyard that it will be neutralized. It’ll take some 
time and, yeah, careers like Jay Bruce’s might end prematurely, 
but the greatest, most talented players will continue to carry 
the game and the newer, most talented players will change it. 
Banning the shift is premature and foolhardy. Let the game take 
care of itself. W

THE SHIFT CONTINUED
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ALTERNATE
REALITY BACK TO

BASEBALL

BY: BILL PEARCH
  
Whiz. Pop. “Strike!”
  
Starting pitcher Reynaldo Lopez, catcher Seby Zavala, and the 
home plate umpire generated the three sounds that I’ve longed 
to hear live. Considered a minor league exhibition game, the 
outcome did not factor into standings and received absolutely no 
mainstream media coverage. But, after more than one year away, 
I was experiencing live baseball.
  
There was a distinct spring training-like vibe as my friends and 
I entered Schaumburg’s Wintrust Field on Saturday, April 24 
for a game between the Chicago Cubs and White Sox alternate 
rosters. Standard COVID-19 mitigation measures were enforced. 
Seating capacity was limited, face coverings were required while 
not eating or drinking, and concessions were only available 
using the Schaumburg Boomers’ mobile app. We weren’t even 
certain of the game format. Would it be a standard nine-inning 
game? Perhaps just six or seven. Would the teams invoke 
the new flipped-inning rule once a pitcher tossed 20 pitches? 
Regardless, we witnessed a game between several high-level 
White Sox prospects and mix of Cubs talent.
  
While the time-space continuum was not distorted that 
afternoon, the bottom of the sixth inning featured an unorthodox 
twist. As the Cubs trotted out to their positions and the White 
Sox stepped to the plate, the battery was none other than South 
Side hopefuls Nik Turley and Zavala. That was a first.
  
After the Cubs grabbed a 4-2 lead in the top of the seventh 
inning, the crowd rose to its feet and enjoyed the customary 
seventh-inning stretch. After singing “Take Me Out to the 
Ballgame,” we were promptly informed that the game had 
concluded. We took a few moments to finish our concessions 
that were just delivered to our seats and headed for our car.

  
With an exhibition game in the books, I was ready to witness 
major league talent on Tuesday, April 27. With the Cubs in 
Atlanta, I made the trip to Guaranteed Rate Field for a matchup 
between the Chicago White Sox and Detroit Tigers. Oddly 
enough, the last time I attended a live MLB game was between 
the same two teams on Chicago’s South Side following SABR’s 
Black Sox Scandal Symposium (the first game of a doubleheader 
on Saturday, September 28, 2019).
  
Again, standard COVID precautions were in order. Masks were 
required, but concessions were available in the traditional 
manner or via the Ballpark app. Social-distancing was required, 
but I noticed that enforcement was loose. While fans were 
organized into color-coded pods, I was able to easily visit gift 
shops and concessions on every level.
  
I considered scoring the game to create a unique piece of 
memorabilia, but I opted to watch. To simply soak up the 
experience. I’m glad a didn’t grab a scorecard. The White Sox 
could not take advantage of Detroit’s five errors and lost, 5-2.
  
It was unusual seeing seats zip-tied to keep fans socially-distant 
from each other. But the pizza was hot and the drinks were cold. 
So was the Lake Michigan breeze that kicked up around the fifth 
inning. My journey back to live baseball was certainly alternate 
reality, but one I was more than eager to embrace. W

Top: Lucas Giolito throws the first pitch against the Detroit Tigers Top: Lucas Giolito throws the first pitch against the Detroit Tigers 
on April 27, 2021. / Inset: Reynaldo Lopez faces Cameron Maybin on April 27, 2021. / Inset: Reynaldo Lopez faces Cameron Maybin 
at Schaumburg’s Wintrust Field during the first three Cubs-White at Schaumburg’s Wintrust Field during the first three Cubs-White 
Sox alternate roster games. (Photos: Bill Pearch)Sox alternate roster games. (Photos: Bill Pearch)
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BY: LAWRENCE BALDASSARO

REVIEWED BY: GARY LIVACARI

Tony Lazzeri may well be the most overlooked, 
underappreciated member of the Hall of Fame. The reasons 
for this are not hard to discover. He played the early part of his 
career under the long shadows cast by baseball icons Babe 
Ruth and Lou Gehrig. Later, he was a teammate of Joe DiMaggio. 
Add to the mix his soft-spoken, unassuming demeanor, his 
early death at age 42, and it’s not hard to understand why the 
accomplishments of this outstanding ballplayer have been 
largely lost over the passage of time.

Author Lawrence Baldassaro is a recognized authority on the 
history of Italian Americans in the major leagues. In his latest 
book, Tony Lazzeri, Yankees Legend and Baseball Pioneer, he 
uncovers the Tony Lazzeri hidden beneath these vast shadows. 
Baldassero chronicles Lazzeri’s life and career from his humble 
origins in San Francisco. “Poosh ‘Em Up” Tony emerges from 
Baldassaro’s skilled pen as not only a great ballplayer, but as a 
beloved and respected teammate, a natural leader, a mentor and 
role model for many, and the heart and soul of the great Yankee 
dynasties of the late 1920s and1930s. Such was the esteem in 
which he was held by his teammates that Mark Koenig called 
him the Yankees’ MVP. 

While his career numbers were solid, there was much more to 
Tony Lazzeri than mere statistics. Baldassaro quotes the baseball 
beat writers who closely followed him. He was universally 

regarded as a money ballplayer and one of the most reliable 
clutch performers of the era. The accolades that came his way 
were many: He was described as courageous, unselfish, smart, 
the possessor of extraordinary baseball instincts. Surprisingly, 
beneath the quiet, modest exterior, we learn that there lurked a 
natural prankster: the playful soul who nailed Babe Ruth’s spikes 
to the floor, the player who kept the clubhouse loose. 

Antonio Lazzeri was born on December 6, 1913, the son of 
Agostino and Giuila Chiesa Lazzeri, immigrants from Genoa, 
Italy. Young Tony dropped out of school at age 15 and joined 
his father as a boilermaker. It was here where he acquired the 
physical strength that complemented his innate athletic ability. 
Excelling in all sports, by his late teens he was described by his 
contemporary and future Hall-of-Famer Joe Cronin as “the best 
athlete in all of San Francisco.” Although at one time considering 
a career in prize-fighting, it was in baseball where Lazzeri turned 
heads. He was a skilled natural shortstop, possessing a powerful, 
accurate arm. The sky appeared to be the limit for Tony Lazzeri, 
but he faced serious drawbacks: Italian-Americans were not 
generally welcomed into the major leagues; and, more seriously, 
he suffered from epilepsy, often referred to as “fits” in the cruel 
vernacular of the times. 

Bay area scouts took notice of this gifted 18-year old; and, in 
1922, he was signed by former major leaguer Duffy Lewis, 
manager of the minor league Pacific Coast League Salt Lake City 
Bees. After a slow start, there followed a series of minor league 
stops until he was back with the Bees in 1925. That year he 
blossomed, turning in one of the greatest seasons in professional 
sports history. He connected for 60 homers, hit .355, scored 202 
runs, and drove in 222.

TONY LAZZERI
YANKEES LEGEND AND BASEBALL PIONEER

click here to play
Can you name the MLB

Top 15 Players at Each

Position of All-Time?

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 -
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Following this outburst, any of the sixteen major league teams 
could have signed him. Surprisingly, there was little initial 
interest. Was it because of overt anti-Italian bigotry? Was it 
because of the stigma of epilepsy? Yankee general manager Ed 
Barrow, listening to the advice of his scouts, took a chance and 
signed Lazzeri for the 1926 season, hoping he could help tap into 
New York’s large Italian-American community. 

Barrow’s gamble paid huge dividends. Fans flocked into Yankee 
stadium to see the newly-signed phenom and he soon became 
a fan favorite. Manager Miller Huggins converted him into a 
second baseman and teamed him with Mark Koenig at short. 
They emerged as the premier double play combination of the 
era. In his rookie season he hit 18 round-trippers with 114 RBIs, 
finishing third in the American League in home runs behind 
only Babe Ruth and Al Simmons.

The Yankees reached the 1926 World Series, winning their 
fourth pennant in six years. One of the most memorable 
World Series moments occurred in the seventh inning of the 
decisive seventh game when aging Grover Cleveland Alexander, 
summoned from the bullpen, struck out the 22-year-old rookie 
with the bases loaded. This at-bat is often viewed as the pivotal 
moment of this classic series, and is even memorialized on 
Alexander’s Hall-of-Fame plaque. Few remember that Lazzeri 
exacted a measure of revenge against Alexander in the 1928 
World Series. Facing a nearly identical situation, he responded 
this time with a bases-loaded double contributing to the 
Yankees’ sweep of the Cardinals in four games. 

While Tony Lazzeri may have been overshadowed in the Yankee 
lineup, he had an excellent career which earned him a spot in 
Cooperstown. His career numbers compare favorably with other 
enshrined second basemen. Over his 14 years in the majors 
(1926-1939), he hit .292 with 178 home runs, 1192 RBIs, and a 
.380 on-base percentage. As a valued member of the Yankees’ 
famed “Murderers’ Row” from 1926-1937, he averaged 79 runs, 
14 home runs, 96 RBIs, and 12 stolen bases, including seven 
seasons with over 100 RBIs and five seasons batting over .300, 
with a high of .354 in 1929. In seven World Series over 32 games, 
he hit .262 with four home runs, 19 RBIs, and a .342 on-base 
percentage. 

In his earlier book, Beyond DiMaggio, Baldassaro provided a 
fitting testament to the greatness of Tony Lazzeri:

Tony Lazzeri is one of the best ‘forgotten’ players in Major League 
history. He was a key player on a Yankee team that won six 
pennants and five World Series in his twelve years in New York. 
In fact, Lazzeri’s home run and RBI statistics between 1926 and 
1937 put him in the company of the game’s most elite sluggers of 
that time. In that same span, Lazzeri hit more home runs than all 
but six American Leaguers: Ruth, Gehrig, Foxx, Simmons, Averill, 
and Goslin. Lazzeri’s name stands out in that list because as a 
second baseman, he played a position typically associated with 
defensive prowess…Lazzeri was the third most dangerous hitter 
in one of the most potent lineups in the history of baseball and 
one of the most feared clutch hitters of his era.

Being overshadowed was not unusual for Tony Lazzeri. On June 
3, 1932 he became the third of only 14 players in major league 
history to hit a natural cycle, and the only one to complete 
a natural cycle with a grand slam. His historic performance 
was only good enough for third-place billing in the next day’s 
newspapers. He was overshadowed by his teammate Lou 
Gehrig hitting four home runs in the same game, and with the 
announcement of legendary manager John McGraw’s retirement.

On May 24, 1936, Tony had one of the greatest days in major 
league history. At Shibe Park, the visiting Yankees routed the A’s 
25-2. Lazzeri went 4-5 with three home runs (two being grand 

TOP TEN AT-BAT TOTALS
FOR CHICAGO PLAYERS
WITH EXACTLY ONE TRIPLE

RANK PLAYER TEAM AB YEARS

1 SCOTT SERVAIS CUBS 1,330 1995-1998

2 DAMON BERRYHILL CUBS 883 1987-1991

3 MATT DAVIDSON WHITE SOX 850 2016-2018

4 JOHN ROMANO WHITE SOX 818 1958-1966

5 BRIAN ANDERSON WHITE SOX 782 2005-2009

6 GEORGE KELL WHITE SOX 742 1954-1956

7 CAL NEEMAN CUBS 734 1957-1960

8 MIGUEL MONTERO CUBS 686 2015-2017

9 ORLANDO CABRERA WHITE SOX 661 2008

10 BARRY FOOTE CUBS 653 1979-1981

HAVE YOU COMPILED A TOP TEN LIST THAT THE CHAPTER 

WOULD FAWN OVER? SEND IT TO JOHN RACANELLI VIA EMAIL AT 

J.RACANELLI@HOTMAIL.COM.

slams, and a third solo shot), a triple that just missed being the 
fourth home run, a walk, and four runs scored. He became the 
first major leaguer to hit two grand slams in the same game, and 
established a new American League record with 11 RBIs in a 
single game that still stands. In addition, that month he also set 
records for most home runs in three consecutive games (6) and 
four consecutive games (7).

Many other career highlights include hitting two home runs in 
the 1932 World Series, hitting a grand slam and setting a World 
Series single-game record with five RBIs in the 1936 World 
Series, and scoring the decisive run in Game Seven of the 1937 
World Series. He was selected for the first All-Star game played 
in Comiskey Park in 1933. Baldassaro also details the famous car 
ride in 1936 that included Lazzeri, Crosetti, and DiMaggio, riding 
in virtual silence from San Francisco all the way to the Yankees’ 
spring training camp in St. Petersburg, Florida.

Tony Lazzeri passed away in 1946 at the age of 42. The 
circumstances surrounding his death have never been settled. 
He apparently died in a fall at home, but it was not determined if 
he suffered a heart attack or if epilepsy was a contributing factor. 
He was survived by his wife, Maye, and his son, David. His early 

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 13 -
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This series takes a look at the legendary ballplayers that 
most fans forgot ever suited up with our local teams. Where 
possible we’ll present baseball card evidence of their Second 
City tenure.  

James Edward “Tip” O’NeillJames Edward “Tip” O’Neill
With the planned inclusion of Negro Leagues records and 
statistics not yet finalized, the record for highest single-season 
batting average remains for at least a little longer with Hugh 
Duffy, whose .440 average with the Boston Beaneaters (National 
League) was one of five 
to top the .400 mark 
that season. (Amazingly, 
the other four were all 
from the Philadelphia 
Phillies outfield.) Duffy’s 
various ties to Chicago 
are well known among 
those who dabble in 
such things, so while 
he qualified for the 
batting record, he does 
not qualify for Chicago 
Unknown Legend status.

And that brings us to the name in 
the record book just one below Duffy. 
Seven years earlier, James Edward 
“Tip” O’Neill of the St. Louis Browns led 
the American Association in virtually 
everything, among them runs, hits, 
doubles, triples, home runs, runs batted 
in, batting average, slugging average, 
on-base percentage, and total bases. 
With 225 hits in only 517 at-bats, O’Neill 
paced the league with a .435 average, 33 
points above his nearest competitor, Pete 
Browning.

While one might assume the Browns 
would have attempted to keep O’Neill 
with the club for life, it was only three years later that the 
Woodstock Wonder found himself plying his wares for the 
Pirates. “But what atop the I still call it the Sears Tower,” you 
wonder “does that have to do with the Windy City?” Everything, it 
turns out, as I’m talking about the Chicago Pirates of the Players’ 
League!

This one-and-done franchise from a one-and-done league 
finished fourth despite featuring a veritable who’s who of 
household 19th century baseball names, which I recognize is an 
oxymoron for just about anyone but our esteemed readership. 
Among O’Neill’s Chicago teammates were player-manager 
Charlie Comiskey, who had made the jump with O’Neill from 
the Browns, and the only man who would one day best O’Neill’s 
batting mark, the aforementioned Hugh Duffy. Imagine that, two 
teammates whose top batting averages (admittedly seven years 
apart) would add to .875!

With Chicago, O’Neill would not come close to his magical 1887 
season, though he would bat a respectable .302 with 16 triples 
and 29 steals. Former batting title also-ran Pete Browning would 
top the circuit at .373 while record-breaker-in-waiting Duffy 
would bat .320 and lead the league in hits and runs.

While these days you can simply fact check all of this on 
Baseball Reference, baseball fans of the pre-internet era could 
verify Tip O’Neill’s Chicago tenure so long as they had one of his 

baseball cards from a later run of the 1887-90 Old Judge 
N172 set. While most O’Neill cards from the era place 
him with the St. Louis Browns, a single card variation 
(365a) from the set–too rare for me to include an image–
has him reppin’ aargh great city as only a Pirate can.

Ross BarnesRoss Barnes
With the two top spots on the single-season batting 
list each having Chicago tie-ins, you might wonder 
about the man in third. Sure enough, he too has a 
Chicago connection! Purists would deny his Unknown 
Legend status in that he not only played for our 
White Stockings (now Cubs) two full seasons but even 

established his .429 batting mark in the ballclub’s inaugural 
season. Still, realizing the pickings are getting slim in this series 
and appreciating thematic unity, I’m going to count him.

Ross Barnes launched his professional career in 1871 with the 
Boston Red Stockings of the National Association, and a strong 
case can be made that he was the greatest player in history of 
the league, holding career marks in a multitude of offensive 
categories–even stolen bases–while leading his teams to four 
pennants in five years. His career batting average in the NA was 
an unbelievable .391 and before you roll your eyes at the touting 
of batting average in a SABR publication, rest assured that 
Barnes is also the National Association’s all-time leader in both 
walks and OBP.

While his stockings changed colors in 1876, little changed in 
terms of Barnes’ play. In the first ever season of the National 
League, he topped the leaderboards in runs, hits, doubles, 
triples, total bases, batting average, slugging average, and—yes!—
on-base percentage and walks. Lest you imagine half the league 
hit .429 that year, the runner-up in the batting race, George Hall 
of the Philadelphia Athletics, came in a full 63 points behind 
Barnes at .366 in a year when six of the top eight averages were 
held by White Stockings.

Back in 1876, trading 
cards weren’t quite 
the thing they’d 
go on to become 
just over a decade 
later, but we can 
thank the 2011 
TriStar Obak set 
for including Ross 
Barnes as a Chicago 
player. What’s more, 
the card, out of the 
set’s “Major League 
Firsts” subset, even 
reminds us that Barnes hit the very first home run in NL history.

Thinking of an “unknown legend” that you would like to Thinking of an “unknown legend” that you would like to 
nominate? Send Jason an email at jason.1969@yahoo.com.nominate? Send Jason an email at jason.1969@yahoo.com.

UNKNOWN LEGENDS
BY: JASON SCHWARTZ

Source: Standard Catalog of Vintage Baseball CardsSource: Standard Catalog of Vintage Baseball Cards

9
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The Cubs managed two hits off seven Pirates twirlers and 
scored each of their runs on sacrifice flies. The Cubs’ pitchers 
surrendered nine hits and walked 11 as the Pirates took the 
opener, 5-3.

Regardless, the playing field and bleachers were resplendent 
on a sun-splashed afternoon that belied the frigid temperatures 
and howling winds. Doffing one’s gloves to enjoy a handful of 
peanuts was an act of daring. It was difficult not to dwell on how 
life has changed and how unfamiliar this Opening Day felt, but 
the Old Style was cold, and stayed cold, and tasted like baseball. 
And a ballpark dog acquired from a clanging aluminum box felt 
surprisingly reassuring. W

CUBS OPENER CONTINUED

GET PUBLISHED!
You’re conducting baseball research, now let SABR’s Emil 
Rothe Chicago Chapter help. We are looking for new 
articles to publish in the Chapter’s newsletter and our 
social media outlets. Submit your articles to Bill Pearch, 
newsletter editor, via email at wcpearch@comcast.net for 
inclusion in an upcoming edition.

JOSH GIBSON MVP CAMPAIGN 
COMES TO CHICAGO
BY: JASON SCHWARTZ

On April 17, our Chicago SABR chapter had the pleasure of 
hosting three terrific baseball luminaries:

• • Sean GibsonSean Gibson, Executive Director of the Josh Gibson 
Foundation (and great-grandson of Josh!) 

• • Tom KernTom Kern, Historian for the Josh Gibson Foundation 
and SABR member 

• • Ted KnorrTed Knorr, Negro Leagues scholar and SABR member

Sean, Tom, and Ted treated our virtual audience, including 
several members from other chapters, to a rich look at Josh 
Gibson’s life and legacy, encompassing not only his tremendous 
baseball accomplishments but also insights into the man Gibson 
was off the diamond. While Josh needs no introduction to many 
baseball fans as a prodigious home run hitter, Tom shared 
equally eye-popping numbers in areas Gibson is less known for 
like batting average and on-base percentage. Sean meanwhile 
shared quotes from other players, Black or white, attesting to 
Josh’s great ability. He also gave us a glimpse into Josh’s personal 
life, including providing shelter for the homeless.

Toward the end of the presentation, Sean provided an update 
on the Josh Gibson MVP Award campaign, which as the name 
suggests, is an effort to name Major League Baseball’s MVP 
Awards after Josh. (They had been named for Commissioner 
Kennesaw Mountain Landis through the 2019 season, but his 
name was removed during the 2020 season.) Powerfully, Sean 
noted the “poetic justice” of a man Landis kept out of Major 
League Baseball ultimately succeeding him as the award’s 
namesake. (Ah, and speaking of awards, Sean brought out Josh’s 
actual 1941-42 Puerto Rican League MVP trophy to share with 
our audience. Definitely NOT something you see everyday!)

In my own discussions with baseball fans, I’ve met many who 
would be thrilled to see Josh’s name grace today’s MVP awards. 
However, I’ve also encountered fans who either prefer the award 
nameless or suggest that another player would be an even 
stronger candidate. However, the BBWAA votes, I will simply 
note the following–

• Many of Baseball’s most significant awards bear the name 
of a player or executive. Obvious examples include the Cy 
Young Award, the Roberto Clemente Award, and the Jackie 
Robinson Rookie of the Year Award. Other examples include 
the Hank Aaron Award (outstanding offensive player) and 
the Willie Mays (World Series MVP). 

• In December 2020, Major League Baseball announced its 
formal recognition of several thousand Negro Leaguers 
as Major Leaguers as well as its intention to incorporate 

Top: Wrigley Field’s iconic marquee on display during the 2021 Top: Wrigley Field’s iconic marquee on display during the 2021 
home opener. / Below: Another triple! But not on the bases.home opener. / Below: Another triple! But not on the bases.
(Photos: John Racanelli)(Photos: John Racanelli)

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 11 -
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ZEMAN'S ZINGERS
BY: DAVE ZEMAN

Baseball season is back! Here’s another installment of trivia 
questions to challenge your knowledge of the game and 
general history. Fans of Jeopardy! will be familiar with before 
and after categories. For these questions, two answers are 
combined to make one correct response. Ready? Play ball!

1. Caught Aaron’s 715th / Jump Around group 

2. Mustang innovator / Cardinals first-rounder turned Cub 

3. Cubs third baseman in 1950 / winner of 23 Grand Slam 
singles titles 

4. MLB bigwig / Blinded band 

5. Sling Blade actor / 1941 American League ERA leader

MARCH-APRIL 2021:

HOW DID YOU DO?
1. Hall of Famer turned Chicago city clerk / TV’s Potsie 

Cap Anson WilliamsCap Anson Williams 

2. 1st African American AL MVP / discoverer of King Tut’s 
tomb Elston Howard CarterElston Howard Carter 

3. Rookie topping AL hurlers in walks and strikeouts in 1984 
/ Harlem Renaissance poet Mark Langston HughesMark Langston Hughes 

4. Won 38 games over his first two seasons but only 12 more 
in his career / a TV Superman Daffy Dean CainDaffy Dean Cain 

5. Managed two different MLB teams in both 1973 and 1975 
/ inaugurated as President the same day Chicago was 
incorporated as a city Billy Martin Van BurenBilly Martin Van Buren

get social with sabr’s
emil rothe chicago chapter
there are five easy ways to interact with chicago chapter members. 

click today and start talking baseball.

Baseball season is back! Let’s test your scoreboard 
identification skills. From the clues in this photo, can 
you successfully guess the ballpark and the exact dates 
of the game? You may need to zoom in. Good luck.

Congratulations to the two winners from the March-
April 2021 issue. Both correctly guessed the dates: April 
23, 1938 (St. Louis Cardinals vs. Chicago Cubs at Wrigley 
Field) and September 5, 1990 (Kansas City Royals vs. 
Chicago White Sox at Comiskey Park). 

• Ed Hartig
• Richard Smiley

Do you have a scoreboard photo that will have your 
fellow chapter members scratching their heads? Send 
it to Bill Pearch at wcpearch@comcast.net. Note that 
photos are not limited to Chicago ballparks.

Photo courtesy of:Photo courtesy of:
Vintage Jerseys & Hats / twitter.com/PolyesterUnis

the records and statistics of seven different leagues active 
between 1920 and 1948. 

• Naming the MVP Award for Josh is a very simple, and 
tangible, and lasting way to recognize the Negro Leagues, 
which otherwise remain invisible at least so far as Major 
League Baseball’s awards go. (True, Robinson, Aaron, and 
Mays played in the Negro Leagues but only briefly, and it 
would be hard to argue that the trophies in their names 
reflect their Negro League accomplishments.)

When the Josh Gibson MVP Award campaign began, a common 
refrain was “but Josh wasn’t even a Major Leaguer.” Well he is 
now, and an MVP trophy renamed in his honor takes away any 
ifs, ands, or buts. He was a player without peer, and we have a 
rare opportunity to recognize him as such. W

GIBSON MVP CONTINUED

http://www.facebook.com/sabrchicago
https://www.reddit.com/r/SABRChicago/
https://twitter.com/SABRChicago
http://sabrchicago.com
https://www.instagram.com/sabr_chicago/
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TIM STODDARD & KENNY LOFTON
Only two players in the history of sports have appeared in 
an NCAA Final Four basketball game and the World Series. 

They were both born in East Chicago, Indiana. Each played a 
in a single season for the Cubs and White Sox.

Tim Stoddard appeared for North Carolina State University 
in the 1974 Final Four and for the Orioles in the 1979 World 
Series. He appeared for the 1975 White Sox and 1984 Cubs.

Kenny Lofton appeared for the University of Arizona in the 
1988 Final Four and for Cleveland in the 1995 World Series 
and Giants in the 2002 World Series. He appeared for the 

2002 White Sox and 2003 Cubs.

Have a sweet Chicago Random Tandem?Have a sweet Chicago Random Tandem?
Send it to j.racanelli@hotmail.com!Send it to j.racanelli@hotmail.com!

2021-2022 
NEWSLETTER 

SCHEDULE
Chicago’s Emil Rothe Chapter is a bimonthly publication.

We are always looking for new contributors.

Here is the upcoming production schedule, corresponding 
deadlines for content, and potential topics for lead stories.

If you would like to contribute to a future issue of our 
Chapter newsletter, contact Bill Pearch

at wcpearch@comcast.net.

JULY-AUGUST 2021
Published: July 4 Published: July 4 

Content Deadline: June 6Content Deadline: June 6 
Topics: Season Status Updates, MLB Trade Deadline, 

Chapter News/Events 

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2021
Published: September 5Published: September 5

Content Deadline: August 1Content Deadline: August 1 
Topics: Postseason Preview/Predictions,

Chapter News/Events

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2021
Published: November 7 Published: November 7 

Content Deadline: October 3Content Deadline: October 3  
Topics: World Series Recap, Chapter News/Events 

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2022
Published: January 9 Published: January 9 

Content Deadline: December 12Content Deadline: December 12
Topics: 2021 Season Recap, SABR Day Promotion,

Chapter News/Events

MARCH-APRIL 2022
Published: March 6Published: March 6

Content Deadline: February 6Content Deadline: February 6
Topics: SABR Day Recap, MLB Opening Day, 

Spring Training Recap, Chapter News/Events

MAY-JUNE 2022
Published: May 1Published: May 1

Content Deadline: April 3Content Deadline: April 3
Topics: Minor League Baseball, Independent Leagues,

Chapter News/Events

PASTIME PASSAGE
“Things were so bad“Things were so bad
in Chicago last summer in Chicago last summer 
that by the fifth inningthat by the fifth inning
we were sellingwe were selling
hot dogs to go.”hot dogs to go.”

– Ken Brett– Ken Brett

About the 1976
Chicago White Sox

Do you have a favorite 
baseball-related quote?
Send it to John Racanelli 
via email at
j.racanelli@hotmail.com.
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HISTORY OF DWIGHT
BASEBALL EXHIBIT

death may have contributed to his being overlooked for the Hall 
of Fame until 1991.

Tony Lazzeri was a complete ballplayer, beloved and respected 
by teammates, fans, and all who knew him. A true baseball 
pioneer who endured some of the vilest ethnic slurs over his 
entire career, he opened the door for future Italian American 
stars. Again, quoting Baldassaro:

It is difficult, I believe, to overestimate Lazzeri’s impact, as one of 
the most esteemed and popular players in America’s national 
pastime, in countering negative perceptions of Italians. As the 
antithesis of all the stereotypes that had been lodged in the 
public consciousness for many decades, he helped change the 
way they were perceived by others. It may well be that at a time 
of unprecedented nationwide media coverage of baseball, he 
did more than anyone else before him to enhance the public 
perception of Italian Americans.

A courageous Tony Lazzeri compiled a Hall-of-Fame career while 
playing under the specter of epilepsy, never knowing when the 
next seizure might occur. He also demonstrated that, in the early 
decades of the twentieth century, baseball served as a great 
assimilator for all ethnic groups into American cultural life, not 
just Italians. 

In Tony Lazzeri, Yankees Legend and baseball Pioneer, Lawrence 
Baldassaro has written the book that was long overdue. It’s 
remarkably well researched and detailed, and holds the reader’s 
interest from start to finish. In my opinion, it will soon be 
recognized as the definite biography of this great Hall-of-Famer 
ballplayer, Tony Lazzeri. It’s one I highly recommend to all 
baseball fans. W

LAZZERI (CONTINUED)

Under the current COVID-19 protocols, the BRS Museum’s hours 
are subject to change, so make sure to call or email ahead of 
your visit - they might just open the museum exclusively for you. 
There is no admission fee, but donations are accepted. For just 
$15, you can become a member and receive the Museum’s bi-
monthly newsletter.  

You can reach the BRS Museum at 217.563.8807, email at 
info@brsmuseum.org, on the web at www.brsmuseum.org, on 
Facebook at BRSBBMUSEUM, and Twitter @brsbbmuseum. Put 
this museum on your baseball bucket list. W

HISTORY HUNTERS (CONTINUED)

Top: A new display at the Dwight, Illinois Historical Society Top: A new display at the Dwight, Illinois Historical Society 
highlights the town’s baseball history. / Inset: Dwight area players highlights the town’s baseball history. / Inset: Dwight area players 
and umpires who reached the majors are featured in the new and umpires who reached the majors are featured in the new 
exhibit. (Photos: Bill Pearch)exhibit. (Photos: Bill Pearch)
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