
On June 5, 2021, I got a chapter email regarding lunch and a 
Schaumburg Boomers game in the evening. I was not able to go 
to the lunch because of a prior commitment, but I didn’t have 
any plans for the evening, so I said, why not go to the Boomers 
game? It had been a while since I had seen a Boomers game. I 
remember going to see them play when they were the Flyers.

I had purchased a discounted ticket since I’m a Wintrust 
customer. The concessions were easier on the pocket than at 
major-league parks. I had a jumbo hot dog for $4 and a brat for 
$5. The brat was huge as it extended an inch past the bun on 
both sides. The upper deck had one section filled with fans. The 
lower section was about half full. There were many families 
there with kids. 

I looked at my Scoremaster scorebook and noticed that the last 
game that I attended was on September 28, 2019. It was the SABR 
Black Sox Scandal Symposium weekend. It had been 21 months 
since the last time that I was at a ballgame, so I was due to be at 
another game.

The Boomers were hosting the Evansville Otters. The Boomers 
had only one player who had played in the minors, Quincy 
Nieporte, who was drafted by the Philadelphia Phillies. The rest 
were straight out of college. Evansville had five players who were 
drafted by major-league clubs. Most only made it to the Class A 
level. They were Miles Gordon (Cincinnati Reds), Bryce Denton 
(St. Louis Cardinals), J.R. Davis (Cardinals, Seattle Mariners), 
John Schultz (Miami Marlins) and Christopher Pujols (New York 
Mets). Riley Krane had a Chicago connection as he played for the 
Windy City Thunderbolts and the Joliet Slammers.
 
Evansville came into the game with the best record in the 
Frontier League while the Boomers were in the middle of the 
pack. Aaron Rozek started for the Boomers while Tim Holdgrafer 
started for the Otters. Miles Gordon singled to open the Otter 
half. Andy DeJesus struck out. With Elijah MacNamee up, 
Gordon was erased in a pickoff run down. McNamee and Krane 
followed with singles. Despite three singles, the Otters came up 
with zero runs. The Boomers went down one, two, three in the 
first inning.
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TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALLGAME 
BY: PETER YEE
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I haven’t highlighted every single subject of Costas’ show, but 
one I keep scratching my head over is Al Michaels. Michaels, 
a professional announcer, and someone who has called 
many a game, in all sports, over the course of my lifetime, just 
doesn’t really fit in with the others as a baseball announcing 
great. He’s done baseball, yes, and was certainly one of the 
leads on “Monday Night Baseball” in the 1970s when national 
baseball was on only twice a week. However, I cannot recall one 
absolutely great baseball call from Michaels over the course of 
50 years (“We’re having an earthquake?”). As a matter of fact, the 
one Al Michaels call that is unmistakable comes from a hockey 
game at the Olympics.

Don’t get me wrong. Michaels is an accomplished announcer, but 
an all-time great? I mean he’s a professional announcer, but that 
moniker falls right in between tapioca and warm milk. Hardly 
the stuff compared to the likes of Mel Allen, Jack Buck, and Tony 
Kubek. 

That got me thinking. Joe Buck, the current national baseball 
broadcaster and son of an announcing legend, is somebody I’ve 
always said was a “professional announcer.” No more, no less. 
You know … vanilla. Having had the opportunity to watch all 
30 teams’ local broadcasts over the past few years via the Extra 
Innings Package and now MLB.TV, other than a few exceptions, 
I just don’t see the announcing personality in the local booths 
anymore. Could this trend be traced back to Al Michaels?

Insert caption here.

As a baseball fan, one of the bright spots of the pandemic has 
been the Bob Costas-led show “Voices of the Game” on MLB 
Network. Costas, who I consider to be perhaps the last of the 
great baseball announcing personalities, takes an all-time great 
baseball announcer and proceeds to highlight that individual’s 
career, not just with seminal calls, but an understanding of 
why those announcers are so beloved. From top-notch play-
by-play men such as Vin Scully, Red Barber, and Curt Gowdy to 
unmistakable personalities like Harry Caray, Joe Garogiola, and 
Bob Uecker, “Voices of the Game” has been a welcome trip down 
memory lane. Even Jon Miller, a subject of one of the shows, and 
someone I wasn’t crazy about as the national play-by-play guy 
for ESPN, has created his own niche with a quirky personality as 
the voice of the Texas Rangers, Boston Red Sox, Baltimore Orioles 
and currently, the San Francisco Giants.

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 -

SABR MEMBER 
SPOTLIGHT
We all have great baseball stories.
Go ahead and share some with your 
fellow SABR Chicago Chapter members. 
Contact Bill Pearch, newsletter editor, 
via email at wcpearch@comcast.net to 
schedule a brief interview.

"VOICES OF THE GAME"
Shows us why there are fewer announcing personalities

Above: Al Michaels, Howard Cosell, and Jim Palmer in ABC’s Above: Al Michaels, Howard Cosell, and Jim Palmer in ABC’s 
“Monday Night Baseball” booth. (Photo courtesy of SI.com /“Monday Night Baseball” booth. (Photo courtesy of SI.com /
Steve Fenn / ABC via Getty Images.)Steve Fenn / ABC via Getty Images.)
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BY: TIM CZUBA
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Above: Satchel Paige warms up at Yankee Stadium before a game Above: Satchel Paige warms up at Yankee Stadium before a game 
between the Kansas City Monarchs and the New York Cuban Stars between the Kansas City Monarchs and the New York Cuban Stars 
in 1942. (Photo: Washington Post / Matty Zimmerman / AP)in 1942. (Photo: Washington Post / Matty Zimmerman / AP)
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In late 2020, Major League Baseball announced they were 
elevating seven Negro League associations from 1920-1948 to 
major league status. One of the first questions I asked myself 
was, “How will this affect Hall of Fame selections?”

The first person inducted into the Hall of Fame with a career 
primarily played in the Negro Leagues was Satchel Paige in 1971, 
and since then, over 30 additional players and executives have 
been inducted. Are there any players left worthy of inclusion?

One of the great takeaways for 
me from the announcement 
was my discovery of a Negro 
Leagues database developed 
by Seamheads. I’ve been 
trying to find decent statistical 
information on the Negro 
Leagues for over 10 years, 
generally with little success. It 
took me some time to figure 
out how to effectively use the 
Seamheads data, but when I did, 
my eyes were opened. For a brief 
example, these two links show 
the difference in the amount 
and display of information 
for Satchel Paige on Baseball-
Reference and Seamheads. 
The Seamheads link is cleaner, 
and adds a twist that makes all 
the difference to me—a Wins 
Above Replacement (WAR) tab. 
With that, my winter research 
program was established.

NEGRO LEAGUES HOW WILL ELEVATION TO MAJOR LEAGUE 

STATUS AFFECT HALL OF FAME SELECTIONS?

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 -

BY: SCOTT LINDHOLM

WAR isn’t the be-all and end-all in evaluating a player’s career, 
but it sure helps. The primary issue with viewing Negro League 
data is its incompleteness, and the work Seamheads did has 
gone a long way to filling in those voids. This chart shows how 
Negro League players rank using WAR by position, with the Hall 
of Fame players highlighted: 

https://www.mlb.com/press-release/press-release-mlb-officially-designates-the-negro-leagues-as-major-league
https://www.mlb.com/press-release/press-release-mlb-officially-designates-the-negro-leagues-as-major-league
https://www.baseball-reference.com/register/player.fcgi?id=paige-001ler
https://www.baseball-reference.com/register/player.fcgi?id=paige-001ler
https://www.seamheads.com/NegroLgs/player.php?playerID=paige01sat&tab=pit
https://www.seamheads.com/NegroLgs/player.php?playerID=paige01sat&tab=metrics
https://www.seamheads.com/NegroLgs/player.php?playerID=paige01sat&tab=metrics
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Four Winds Field
at Coveleski Stadium
This statue of Stanley Coveleski is located at the center field 
entrance to Four Winds Field at Coveleski Stadium in South 
Bend, Indiana, home to the South Bend Cubs. Coveleski made 
South Bend his home after retiring from baseball. (41.671255, 
-86.254710) | Photo credit: John Racanelli

If you go out of your way to visit old ballparks, historical 
markers, statues, or gravesites we would love to hear about it! 
Send your experiences and photos to j.racanelli@hotmail.com! 

This series takes a look at the legendary ballplayers that 
most fans forgot ever suited up with our local teams. Where 
possible we’ll present baseball card evidence of their Second 
City tenure.  

Mule Suttles & Herbert Allen “Rap” DixonMule Suttles & Herbert Allen “Rap” Dixon
In our May 2021 installment, we looked at Baseball’s top batting 
marks and their connections to the Second City. As noted, the 
leaderboard had not yet integrated records from the Negro 
Leagues. However, this all changed on June 15 when Baseball-
Reference made the most significant update in their site’s 
history. Recognizing that the Baseball-Reference record book is 
not the same as the MLB record book, which will also change but 
hasn’t yet and may differ in significant ways, you’ll recognize (or 
not yet recognize!) several new faces among the top (Baseball-
Reference) single-season batting averages of all-time.

All told, 31 new .400 averages have been added to the Baseball-
Reference record book, and it bears emphasis that these came 
in officially recognized (as of December 2020) MLB seasons. I’ll 
focus on two of the players now joining Hornsby, Cobb, Sisler, et 
al., who are hardly unknown names to most SABR members but 
perhaps are not readily recognized as having played for our local 
teams.

Mule Suttles was a 5-time All-Star and prodigious slugger who 
was elected to the National Baseball Hall of Fame by a special 
committee on the Negro Leagues in 2006. This is the same 
committee who failed to elect Buck O’Neil by a single vote. 
Suttles is one of only 16 players to have amassed the requisite 
3,000 plate appearances to qualify for the Baseball-Reference 
leaderboard in various rate statistics. Among these players, 
Suttles has the highest career slugging average and now sits 
behind only Ruth, Williams, and Gehrig on the all-time list. 
Suttles also holds the single-season Negro League records for 
home runs (32), RBI (130), and even triples (19)—all set in 1926 
with the St. Louis Stars.

But what does any of this have to do with Chicago? Though 
Suttles may primarily be remembered as a Star or Newark Eagle, 

UNKNOWN LEGENDS
BY: JASON SCHWARTZ

click here to play
Can you click the map that 

represents the correct 

sequence of MLB teams that 

each player played for?

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 -

https://www.baseball-reference.com/negro-leagues-are-major-leagues.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/leaders/batting_avg_season.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/suttlmu99.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/leaders/slugging_perc_career.shtml
https://www.sporcle.com/games/BanjoZebra/mlb-graph-theory
https://www.sporcle.com/games/BanjoZebra/mlb-graph-theory
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The answer is a resounding “YES!” Michaels has been the 
dominant sports announcer for almost 50 years. He’s called 
World Series, Super Bowls, and Olympics, not to mention Sunday 
Night Football and both Monday Night Football and Baseball. 
Why wouldn’t today’s announcers and aspiring announcers 
not idolize him? It seems that’s what the networks want. Non-
controversial, vanilla and devoid of the Uecker and Caray fun 
gene.

I know what some of you are thinking. Prior to him there was 
another announcer with a similar résumé. His name was 
Dick Enberg. However, while Enberg, too, called everything 
under the sun, his catch phrase, “Oh My,” is an indelible part of 
broadcasting history. In fact, anybody who can make Breakfast at 
Wimbledon must-see TV at 6 a.m. on a Sunday morning in July 
is not just a bland, professional announcer. He’s a legend. And 
frankly, anybody who heard Enberg and Tony Gwynn call San 
Diego Padres games just a few years ago was in for a treat.

So where does that leave us baseball fans? Duane Kuiper (Giants) 
and Gary Cohen (New York Mets) are probably the two best out 
there right now, but one could argue they fall in the category 
with Costas and not the younger generation. Hearing Gary 
Cohen and Ron Darling recently rip the MLB replay system after 
a horrible review that took forever to confirm was something 
that would have made Harry Caray and Jimmy Piersall proud. 
We need more of that to infuse life into a game that, in areas, is 
rotting on the vine. 

I will give a positive shout out to both Jason Benetti and “Boog” 
Sciambi, our local announcers, who work hard to put fun into 
the broadcast. They are not cut from the Michaels cloth and 
it’s that kind of enthusiasm that makes the fans want to watch 
baseball. God knows the game needs it. Besides … who doesn’t 
like Sox Math? W

"VOICES OF THE GAME" (CONTINUED)

Above: Dick Enberg addresses the crowd during his 2015 Hall of Above: Dick Enberg addresses the crowd during his 2015 Hall of 
Fame Ford C. Frick Award speech. (Photo courtesy of ESPN.com /Fame Ford C. Frick Award speech. (Photo courtesy of ESPN.com /
AP Photo / Mike Groll)AP Photo / Mike Groll)

TOP TEN: MOST SHUTOUTS IN A 
SEASON FOR CHICAGO PITCHERS 
(SINCE 1920)

RANK PLAYER TOTAL YEAR TEAM

1 BILL LEE 9 1938 CUBS

2 WILBUR WOOD 8 1972 WHITE SOX

3 WILBUR WOOD 7 1971 WHITE SOX

 FERGIE JENKINS 7 1969 CUBS

 RAY HERBERT 7 1963 WHITE SOX

 BILLY PIERCE 7 1953 WHITE SOX

 HI BITHORN 7 1943 CUBS

 PETE ALEXANDER 7 1920 CUBS

9 TOM BRADLEY 6 1971 WHITE SOX

 KEN HOLTZMAN 6 1969 CUBS

 TOMMY JOHN 6 1967 WHITE SOX

 JOE HORLEN 6 1967 WHITE SOX

 BILLY PIERCE 6 1955 WHITE SOX

HAVE YOU COMPILED A TOP TEN LIST THAT THE CHAPTER 

WOULD FAWN OVER? SEND IT TO JOHN RACANELLI VIA EMAIL AT 

J.RACANELLI@HOTMAIL.COM.

GET PUBLISHED!
You’re conducting baseball research, now let SABR’s Emil 
Rothe Chicago Chapter help. We are looking for new 
articles to publish in the Chapter’s newsletter and our 
social media outlets. Submit your articles to Bill Pearch, 
newsletter editor, via email at wcpearch@comcast.net for 
inclusion in an upcoming edition.
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he also spent four seasons with Rube Foster’s Chicago American 
Giants. His first season with our hometown squad came in 1929 
when Suttles had the proverbial cup of coffee with the team, 
having played the bulk of the season with St. Louis. Suttles suited 
up with our American Giants only long enough to collect a single 
and two doubles in four games but would return four years later 
to compile three straight all-star seasons from 1933-35. (Adding 
to the Chicago connection, all three of the All-Star Games were 
played at Comiskey Park.)

Mule’s second stint in the Second City featured strong but not 
otherworldly numbers: a .278 batting average with 20 home 
runs and 101 RBI in 506 plate appearances over three seasons, 
numbers that fell somewhere in the middle of contemporary 
counterparts Charlie Grimm (Cubs) and Zeke Bonura (White 
Sox). Having slashed .359/.426/.660 from 1924-32, Suttles as an 
American Giant might be compared to Albert Pujols as an Angel. 
Interestingly, his numbers rebounded considerably (Pujols as a 
Dodger?) after leaving Chicago, slashing .317/.394/.577 from 1936 
through the end of his career in 1944.

As for cardboard proof of Mule Suttles in Chicago, check the 
cap logo on this 1974 Robert Laughlin “Old-Time Black Stars” 
card and read the back to learn about an exciting highlight he 
provided for the hometown crowd in 1935.

Our next “Unknown Legend” has been the subject of a campaign 
to make him VERY known, thanks to SABR member Ted Knorr 
among others. In response to a question from Hall of Fame 
expert Jay Jaffe, this player’s name was even mentioned by 
Larry Lester at the Baseball-Reference press conference as a 
player whose Hall of Fame credentials might get a boost from 
the recent site updates. And like Suttles, this player also joins 
the ranks of .400 hitters, thanks to a .415 mark in 1929 with 
the Baltimore Black Sox. (There is some irony to the name 
as these players were at least unofficially banned for life by 
Commissioner Landis.)

The player, if you haven’t already guessed, is Herbert Allen “Rap” 
Dixon, owner of a very healthy .336 lifetime batting average 
(non-qualifying) with moderate power and outstanding speed. A 
famous feat attached to Dixon is that he “rapped” out 14 straight 
hits in 1929. Also notable was his discovery of Hall of Fame 
pitcher Leon Day.

Dixon came to Chicago immediately following his career year in 
1929 with Baltimore, and similar to Suttles his numbers with our 
Chicago American Giants dipped considerably. In his 32 league 
games for which box scores exist, Dixon batted .275 with three 
home runs and 25 RBI, the latter figures pro-rating to 15 HR and 
127 RBI over 162 games. Unlike Suttles, there was no sustained 

UNKNOWN LEGENDS (CONTINUED)

post-Chicago bounce for Dixon as the remainder of his career 
(1932-1937 in officially recognized major leagues) saw him bat 
.276 with a small dip in power numbers.

As for cardboard proof of Rap Dixon’s time in Chicago, we may 
need to use our imagination a little. Dixon’s card from the 
aforementioned 1974 Laughlin set features a rather nondescript 
uniform bearing a “C” on the shoulder. The smart money here is 
on the Pittsburgh Crawfords, the team Dixon played for in 1934 
and 1937, but we can always pretend it’s for Chicago. W

Thinking of an “unknown legend” that you would like to Thinking of an “unknown legend” that you would like to 
nominate? Send Jason an email at jason.1969@yahoo.com.nominate? Send Jason an email at jason.1969@yahoo.com.

ZEKE BONURA & CHUCK KLEIN
Zeke Bonura led the White Sox with 21 home runs in 1935, 

his second season with the club.

Chuck Klein led the Cubs with 21 home runs in 1935,
his second season with the club.

Have a sweet Chicago Random Tandem?Have a sweet Chicago Random Tandem?
Send it to j.racanelli@hotmail.com!Send it to j.racanelli@hotmail.com!

http://sabrchicago.com
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/d/dixonra01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/d/dixonra01.shtml
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The Otters went down quietly in the second while the Boomers 
got on the scoreboard when Luke Becker deposited a ball over 
the right field fence. The Otters were stymied by Rozek who 
struck out the side in the third.

The Boomers padded their run total in the third. After 
Clint Hardy struck out, Brett Milazzo singled up the 
middle. After Alec Craig struck out, Matt McGarry 
doubled down the left field line. Chase Dawson hit a 
homer over the right field fence. The Boomers got two 
more singles before the side was retired. 

MacNamee opened the fourth with a single for the 
Otters, but was forced out and they were set down 
without getting another runner aboard. After Nick 
Oddo flew out, Hardy and Milazzo followed with 
singles, but they died on the base paths.

In the fifth, Rozek gave up a single, but retired the 
side. The Boomers blew the game wide open as they 
plated five runs in the inning. Dawson opened with an 
infield single while Nieporte followed with a homer 
over the left field wall. Angelo Gumbs banged a double 
off the left field wall. At this point, Holdgrafer was replaced 
by Denver McQuarry. McQuarry threw a wild pitch allowing 
Gumbs to go to third. Luke Becker followed with a single to left 
scoring Gumbs. After Oddo lined out to second, McQuarry had 
a hard time finding the plate. He walked Hardy and followed 
with Milazzo flying out to center. Then, McQuarry unleashed a 
wild pitch allowing the runners to advance to third and second 
respectively. Another wild pitch was uncorked allowing Becker 
to score and Hardy going to third. McQuarry threw another wild 
pitch which banged off the backstop and back to catcher Justin 
Felix. McQuarry failed to cover the plate and Hardy scored.

The Otters finally got a run in the sixth. Andy DeJesus reached 
on an error on a bad throw by the third baseman. Originally, it 
was a ruled a hit as the third baseman came charging in on a 
slow roller and his throw pulled the first baseman off the bag. 
I’m inclined to rule it as a hit. DeJesus reached second on a 
groundout and scored on a single to center. The Boomers went 
down quietly in the sixth.

The seventh inning was one, two, three for the Otters. The 
Boomers put two on after Becker struck out. Milazzo ended the 
inning with a double play. 

TAKE ME OUT TO
 THE BALLGAME (CONTINUED)

In the eighth, Isaiah Rivera replaced Rozek who had done a 
superb job in his seven innings of pitching. MacNamee and 
Krane opened the eighth with successive singles. Rivera hit 
Denton to load the bases. J.R. Davis hit a deep fly ball to right 
center as MacNamee scored. Davis was credited with a sac fly. 
The Otters failed to add to their run total.

In the Boomers’ eighth, Reid Bukowki came in to pitch for the 
Otters. After an out, McGarry singled and Dawson was hit by a 
pitch. Nieporte hit a deep fly to center and McGarry tagged up 
and went to third. Gumbs hit his second double of the game 
scoring McGarry and Dawson. Becker followed with his second 
homer of the night over the left field wall. 

Darrell Thompson relieved Rivera to start the ninth and 
promptly struck out the side to end the game.

The Boomers had fireworks after the game. It was great to be at a 
ballgame again. W

Top: Boomers’ Top: Boomers’ 
starting pitcher, starting pitcher, 
Aaron Rozek throws Aaron Rozek throws 
the first pitch. the first pitch. 
(Photo: Bill Pearch) (Photo: Bill Pearch) 
/ Above: Chapter / Above: Chapter 
members (l to r)members (l to r)
David Malamut, David Malamut, 
Bill Pearch, Bill Pearch, 
and Tim Czuba and Tim Czuba 
enjoy the game. enjoy the game. 
/ Left: Malamut’s / Left: Malamut’s 
scorebook. (Photo: scorebook. (Photo: 
David Malamut)David Malamut)

VISIT US ONLINE - SABRCHICAGO.COM
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http://sabrchicago.com
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ZEMAN'S ZINGERS
BY: DAVE ZEMAN
Here’s another installment of trivia questions to challenge 
your knowledge of the game and general history. Fans of 
Jeopardy! will be familiar with before and after categories. 
For these questions, two answers are combined to make one 
correct response. Ready? Play ball!

1. Only 2-time loser to the Chicago Bulls in the NBA finals / 
Marlins speedy rookie infielder 

2. 1977 Cy winner / first husband of Julia Roberts 

3. Terrorized Whitechapel in 1888 / 
1930s power-hitting switch hitter 

4. Umpire with heavenly nickname / 
frequent Tarantino collaborator 

5. Baseball’s top iron man before Gehrig / 
Erin Moran’s TV love

MAY-JUNE 2021:

HOW DID YOU DO?
1. Caught Aaron’s 715th / Jump Around group 

Tom House of PainTom House of Pain 

2. Mustang innovator / Cardinals first-rounder turned Cub 
Carroll Shelby MillerCarroll Shelby Miller 

3. Cubs third baseman in 1950 / winner of 23 Grand Slam 
singles titles Bill Serena WilliamsBill Serena Williams 

4. MLB bigwig / Blinded band Rob Manfred MannRob Manfred Mann 

5. Sling Blade actor / 1941 American League ERA leader 
Billy Bob Thornton LeeBilly Bob Thornton Lee

get social with sabr’s
emil rothe chicago chapter
there are five easy ways to interact with chicago chapter members. 

click today and start talking baseball.

It’s time for an All-Star Game break. Let’s test your 
scoreboard identification skills. From the clues in this 
photo, can you successfully guess the ballpark and the 
exact date of the game? You may need to zoom in. Some 
of the clues might be deceiving. Good luck.

Congratulations to the two winners from the May-June 
2021 issue. Both correctly guessed the date: May 22, 
1960 (Los Angeles Dodgers vs. Philadelphia Phillies at 
Connie Mack Stadium / Shibe Park). 

• Ed Hartig
• Richard Smiley

Do you have a scoreboard photo that will have your 
fellow chapter members scratching their heads? Send 
it to Bill Pearch at wcpearch@comcast.net. Note that 
photos are not limited to Chicago ballparks.

Photo courtesy of:Photo courtesy of:
Pinterest

SOME ARTWORK PROVIDED BY:

http://www.facebook.com/sabrchicago
https://www.reddit.com/r/SABRChicago/
https://twitter.com/SABRChicago
http://sabrchicago.com
https://www.instagram.com/sabr_chicago/
https://www.vecteezy.com/
https://www.vecteezy.com/
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2021-2022 
NEWSLETTER 

SCHEDULE
Chicago’s Emil Rothe Chapter is a bimonthly publication.

We are always looking for new contributors.

Here is the upcoming production schedule, corresponding 
deadlines for content, and potential topics for lead stories.

If you would like to contribute to a future issue of our 
Chapter newsletter, contact Bill Pearch

at wcpearch@comcast.net.

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2021
Published: September 5Published: September 5

Content Deadline: August 1Content Deadline: August 1 
Topics: Postseason Preview/Predictions,

Chapter News/Events

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2021
Published: November 7 Published: November 7 

Content Deadline: October 3Content Deadline: October 3  
Topics: World Series Recap, Chapter News/Events 

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2022
Published: January 9 Published: January 9 

Content Deadline: December 12Content Deadline: December 12
Topics: 2021 Season Recap, SABR Day Promotion,

Chapter News/Events

MARCH-APRIL 2022
Published: March 6Published: March 6

Content Deadline: February 6Content Deadline: February 6
Topics: SABR Day Recap, MLB Opening Day, 

Spring Training Recap, Chapter News/Events

MAY-JUNE 2022
Published: May 1Published: May 1

Content Deadline: April 3Content Deadline: April 3
Topics: Minor League Baseball, Independent Leagues,

Chapter News/Events

JULY-AUGUST 2022
Published: July 3 Published: July 3 

Content Deadline: June 5Content Deadline: June 5 
Topics: Season Status Updates, MLB Trade Deadline, 

Chapter News/Events 

PASTIME PASSAGE
“To win 300 games you have to have a lot of help. I played “To win 300 games you have to have a lot of help. I played 

on a lot of good teams over the years, and a lot of times on a lot of good teams over the years, and a lot of times 
you’re only as good as the guys behind you.”you’re only as good as the guys behind you.”

– Greg Maddux, Hall of Fame pitcher (1986-2008)– Greg Maddux, Hall of Fame pitcher (1986-2008)
Career Record / ERA: 355-227, 3.16Career Record / ERA: 355-227, 3.16

Source: Northwest Herald (Woodstock, Illinois),
August 8, 2004

Do you have a favorite baseball-related quote?
Send it to John Racanelli via email at

j.racanelli@hotmail.com.

NEGRO LEAGUES (CONTINUED)

Are there players left that deserve Hall of Fame discussion? I 
would argue a hearty and enthusiastic “Yes!” Men such as Newt 
Allen, Dick Lundy and Dobie Moore jump out at me immediately, 
and I could add to that list. 

When these inevitable discussions begin, it will be important 
to keep one very thing in mind—the proper context to evaluate 
these players isn’t to ask ourselves, “Was he as good as Babe 
Ruth? Walter Johnson? Rogers Hornsby?” These aren’t fair 
questions, since they played few, if any games against these 
players. Rate these players among their peers, the other Negro 
League players, and see what develops.

Someday, we’ll get together again as a group, and I look forward 
to discussing this data in person and in excruciating detail. Some 
of you might even find it interesting. Data is useful to the extent 
it helps tell a story, and the work Seamheads has done to present 
a fuller statistical profile of these players is to be commended. 
There’s many stories to tell, and I look forward to telling them. W

Above (left to right): Newt Allen, Dick Lundy, and Dobie Moore.Above (left to right): Newt Allen, Dick Lundy, and Dobie Moore.
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WHAT'S ON DECK?
CHAPTER BALLGAME

JOLIET SLAMMERS VS. GATEWAY GRIZZLIES 
 
SATURDAY, JULY 17, 2021 - 6:05 P.M.
  
It’s time to play ball again as the SABR Chicago Emil Rothe 
chapter gathers to watch the Joliet Slammers vs. Gateway 
Grizzlies at beautiful DuPage Medical Group Field, 1 Mayor Art 
Schultz Dr., Joliet, IL 60432.

Tickets will cost no more than $8. Simply RSVP and let us know 
how many you will need - all friends, family, and non-SABR 
members are welcome! 

When you arrive, look for Tim CzubaTim Czuba outside the main gates 
before the game and have cash ready for him. If you arrive late, 
you can reach Tim at 630.661.6952. 

There is free parking all around DuPage Medical Group Field and 
the ballpark is right across the street from the Metra Rock Island 
Line station. 

Hope to see you there! W
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CLICK HERE 
TO RSVP
FOR THE
CHAPTER
OUTING

SABR TO HONOR LONGTIME 
TOPPS PHOTOGRAPHER
Doug McWilliams, of the Lefty O’Doul (San Francisco Bay 
Area) and Dusty Baker (Sacramento) SABR chapters, has been 
named the 2021 recipient of the prestigious SABR Jefferson 
Burdick Award for contributions to the baseball card hobby. 
All SABR members and guests are welcome to attend the 
Thursday, July 15 - 8 p.m. CentralThursday, July 15 - 8 p.m. Central virtual award ceremony for 
Mr. McWilliams, which will be hosted by the SABR Baseball 
Card Research Committee, chaired by Nick Vossbrink and our 
Chicago chapter’s own Jason Schwartz.

Register online or email Jason at jason.1969@yahoo.com.
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http://www.jolietslammers.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Joilet+Slammers+Baseball+Field/@41.515923,-88.0801304,15z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x880e66c77705fdad:0x951f1b6f9963024f!2s1+Mayor+Art+Schultz+Dr,+Joliet,+IL+60432!3b1!8m2!3d41.5261875!4d-88.0775566!3m4!1s0x880e66c7125346f1:0xf7a00777a0fe6174!8m2!3d41.5266719!4d-88.0771016
https://metrarail.com/maps-schedules/train-lines/RI
https://metrarail.com/maps-schedules/train-lines/RI
http://www.jolietslammers.com
http://www.jolietslammers.com
http://www.jolietslammers.com
https://www.evite.com/event/027CKNN3XWLBLIWLEEPL4EMIME7KOU/rsvp?utm_campaign=send_sharable_link&utm_medium=sharable_invite&utm_source=evitelink
https://sabr.org/women-in-baseball-conference/
https://sabrbaseballcards.blog/2021/02/24/2021-burdick-award-winner/
https://sabrbaseballcards.blog/2021/02/24/2021-burdick-award-winner/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUod--oqz8sGtSv_Z5EI0s_WCtbB6Gs7wnD
jason.1969@yahoo.com
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get social with sabr chicago
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SABR'S DIGITAL LIBRARY
HAVE YOU DOWNLOADED THE LATEST PUBLICATIONS?

AS SEEN ON TV

Did you catch this moment during the Chicago Cubs-New 
York Mets game on Thursday, June 17? Chapter member John 
Racanelli’s custom Andrew Chafin baseball card made an 
appearance on screen. Congratulations! 

CLICK TO
VISIT SABR’S 

DIGITAL 
LIBRARY

CLICK
HERE TO 

REGISTER

http://www.facebook.com/sabrchicago
https://www.reddit.com/r/SABRChicago/
https://twitter.com/SABRChicago
http://malamut.net/sabrchicago.html
https://www.instagram.com/sabr_chicago/
https://sabr.org/ebooks
https://sabr.org/ebooks
https://sabr.org/ebooks
https://bookshop.org/books/sidelined-sports-culture-and-being-a-woman-in-america/9781524746100
https://www.cwrtcongress.org/speaker/92-allardice.php
https://www.cwrtcongress.org/speaker/92-allardice.php
https://www.cwrtcongress.org/speaker/92-allardice.php

