
On October 15, 1981, Chicago Cubs Board Chairman Andy 
McKenna introduced Dallas Green as the team’s new executive 
vice president and general manager. Green, who managed 
the Philadelphia Phillies to a World Series championship in 
1980, was adamant about his plan to transform the Cubs into 
perennial contenders.

“The Cubs have not been successful,” Green said at the time, “and 
somebody besides the players has to take responsibility for that.” 
He added, “Free agents are something we live with in this era of 
baseball, but I don’t believe in buying a team.”

He rolled the dice and acquired a promising youngster 
who became the franchise’s backbone and established a 
Cooperstown-worthy career.

The Cubs weren’t great in 1982, but they did improve from 
the prior season, finishing 73-89. That was good enough 
for fifth place in the National League East. Green realigned 
the franchise’s trajectory on January 27, 1982, and swapped 
shortstops with his former employer. The Cubs shipped out 
29-year-old Ivan De Jesus in exchange for 36-year-old Larry 
Bowa, and a 22-year-old rookie named Ryne Sandberg. Green, 
the Phillies’ director of Minor League scouting when Sandberg 
was drafted in 1978, was aware of the young ballplayer’s talent.

Sandberg reminisced about Green and the trade’s impact with 
SABR Chicago.

“He sent the scouts out to see me play in high school,” Sandberg 
said. “As a Minor Leaguer just having a good Triple-A season, to 
be traded to the Cubs where Dallas just took the GM job, I had to 
go on and earn it and earn my Spring Training and earn my spot. 
But he gave me the opportunity.”

Labeling Sandberg, a 20th-round pick, as a throw-in is 
misleading. He was a late-season callup who earned six at-bats 
in 13 games with the Phillies in 1981.
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Above: On Saturday, February 19, 2022, Above: On Saturday, February 19, 2022, 
Chicago’s Emil Rothe chapter hosted a Chicago’s Emil Rothe chapter hosted a 
virtual SABR Day with the Ken Keltner virtual SABR Day with the Ken Keltner 
chapter. We had a lively discussion with chapter. We had a lively discussion with 
Ila Borders, Jasmine Dunston and Sara Ila Borders, Jasmine Dunston and Sara 
Sanchez. If you were not able to attend the live session, click the Sanchez. If you were not able to attend the live session, click the 
link above to watch the video. link above to watch the video. 

GREEN'S GAMBLE:
THE SANDBERG TRADE
BY: BILL PEARCH
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On March 21, 1931, the White Sox defeated the New York Giants 
11-6 in the first night game between two Major League teams.

Or as the Chicago Tribune called it, “the first after dinner struggle 
staged between two major league teams.”

Yes, it happened at Houston’s Buffs Stadium, home of a Texas 
League St. Louis minor league affiliate, on March 21 and NOT 
Feb. 21, 1931 as I have tweeted and blogged for years.

More on my lengthy quest to nail down the specifics of this 
historic clash later.

According to the New York Times, this exhibition came together 
11 days earlier. That item seemed to indicate the Sox were first to 
agree to play the nocturnal affair.

“(Buffs president Fred) Ankenman was advised by Harry 
Grabiner, secretary of the White Sox, that John McGraw, manager 
of the Giants, had consented to play the game at night,” the 
Times wrote.

The Tribune confirmed this in its March 11, 1931 edition.

The White Sox won the historic clash in 10 innings “under the 
glare of 245-kilowatt lamps and the gaze of 2,500 onlookers,” 
according to the New York Times report of the game.

MYSTERY SOLVED!
SOX HISTORIC NIGHT GAME WAS MARCH 21, 1931

BY: DAVID MARRAN Inset: David Marran (right) and his Inset: David Marran (right) and his 
family celebrate the end of this White family celebrate the end of this White 
Sox game mystery.Sox game mystery.
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The NYT said the light came from 
six steel towers 120-feet high. In 
addition, the electrical equipment 
at the stadium “is considered one 
of the finest of its kind, giving an 
effect that leaves little to be desired 
mechanically,” the Times wrote.

How good were these lights?

“So nearly perfect is the equipment that so far no ball has ever 
been lost sight within the confines of the park, for the ceiling 
height is estimated at 200 feet,” the Times said. “The light at 
home plate is extremely intense.”

Under those lights, the Sox took control of the clash with five 
runs in the 10th. Bill Cissell’s RBI single, which scored Willie 
Kamm, gave the Sox the lead for good. Luke Appling capped the 
outburst with a two-run double.

This game has been a research “white whale” of mine for at least 
a decade.

I stumbled upon it while expanding my “White Sox Almanac” 
feature for the scoreboard. I really wanted at least one Sox event 
for every day of the year because … well … I’m the @SoxNerd!

For the baseball season, that is not a difficult task. Most dates 
between April and October have multiple—sometimes dozens 
—of entries. Truth be told (and here’s a little trade secret), I limit 

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 -
SOME ARTWORK PROVIDED BY:

https://www.vecteezy.com/
https://www.vecteezy.com/


3JACK BASWELL'S
CUP OF COFFEE
BY: DAVID MITCHNER
 (PEE WEE REESE CHAPTER)

TOP TEN: LAST 10 CHICAGO PLAYERS 
TO LEAD THE LEAGUE IN OBP

YEAR PLAYER OBP TEAM

1997 FRANK THOMAS .456 WHITE SOX

1994 FRANK THOMAS  .487 WHITE SOX

1992 FRANK THOMAS  .439 WHITE SOX

1991 FRANK THOMAS  .453 WHITE SOX

1984 GARY MATTHEWS  .410 CUBS

1972 DICK ALLEN   .420 WHITE SOX

1964 RON SANTO  .398 CUBS

1960 RICHIE ASHBURN  .415 CUBS

1945 PHIL CAVARRETTA  .449 CUBS

1943 LUKE APPLING  .419 WHITE SOX

HAVE YOU COMPILED A TOP TEN LIST THAT THE CHAPTER 

WOULD FAWN OVER? SEND IT TO JOHN RACANELLI VIA EMAIL AT 

J.RACANELLI@HOTMAIL.COM.

The 1979 Major League Baseball season started with the 
umpires from both leagues going on strikes. Replacement 
umpires took the field from Opening Day, until the Union was 
able to reach a new contract with National League President 
Chub Feeney and American League President Lee MacPhail on 
Thursday, May 17, 1979. However, the umpires could not reach 
their assignments in time for the games on May 18, 1979. Due to 
this time issue, 34-year-old college umpire Jack Baswell got the 
phone call of a lifetime.

The Association president called Baswell and asked him if he 
would like to umpire second base at Atlanta-Fulton County 
Stadium that night. Baswell jumped on the opportunity to 
umpire in the bigs for the first time, and got the information for 
the assignment—including when to report to the stadium to 
rub up two-dozen baseballs. He was informed that professional 
umpire Bill Lawson would have the plate, and thus only brought 
his field equipment.

While rubbing up baseballs, Lawson came into the umpire 
locker room, and asked who had the plate. Baswell said, “They 
told us you would.”

Lawson had just flown in from Chicago, having worked first base 
the afternoon before in a 23-22, 10-inning game at Wrigley Field 
that lasted for 4:03. Lawson did not want to work the plate. None 
of the other umpires had brought their plate equipment. Finally, 
Baswell asked, “What size shoe do you wear?”

Lawson wore a 10.5, which was the same size as Baswell. As 
such, wearing borrowed plate shoes and equipment, Baswell 
walked through the tunnel onto the confines of Atlanta-Fulton 
County Stadium. According to Mr. Baswell, it was surreal to be 
on the grass, mask in hand, hearing the National Anthem and 
getting the lineup cards from Bobby Cox of Atlanta and Joe 
Altobelli of San Francisco.

Taking the bump that night for the Giants was hard throwing 
lefty Vida Blue, while lefty Mickey Mahler took the mound for 
the home squad. In the first inning, Blue threw a pitch to right 
fielder Gary Matthews that was two inches above the knee and 
on the inside corner. Baswell rang it up as a strike. Matthews, 
with no malice, commented, “Come on, ump, you gonna give him 
that pitch this early in the game?” As if written for a Hollywood 
movie, Blue threw the next pitch in the exact same place. Baswell 
rang it up as a strike, and Matthews shook his head, “I guess so.”

One of the things that impressed Baswell behind the plate 
was that Mahler had a change-up. In the late-70s, most college 
pitchers didn’t have a change-up, so that pitch made a big impact 
on Baswell’s memories of the game 43 years later. Also during 
this game, Dale Murphy, who was playing catcher for the Braves, 
hit three home runs for the only time in his career. Baswell was 
amused to learn that it was the only time the big man had done 
so.

After the game, while he was getting into his car, San Francisco’s 
manager, Joe Altobelli, told him, “You did a hell of a job back 
there, young man.” This was coming from the losing manager. 
Baswell said that Cox said nothing to him following the game.

Baswell returned to the college ranks, where he had a long 
standing feud with Georgia Tech head coach Jim Morris. Much 
like Ron Luciano with Earl Weaver, Baswell once tossed Morris 
in the first game of a double header. At the exchange of the 
line-up cards for the second game, Morris made a comment 
that he didn’t wanna see the same bullshit call in the second 

game. Baswell chuckled, and said, “Well skipper you don’t have 
to worry about that. You gone.” Baswell eventually retired from 
umpiring baseball because he was tired of coaches and players 
arguing with him face to face over the rules and having to wipe 
their spit from his face.

He made a career of working for the Atlanta Fire Department 
and taught at the umpiring school for seven years—an 
experience he treasured and thought was loads of fun. He never 
lost his love for baseball, and owned a condo near West Palm 
Beach and went to Spring Training for the Braves every year.

He has retired back to his home state of Alabama, where he still 
watches baseball games on his large curve screened television. W

ReferencesReferences
• Phone interview with Jack Baswell by the author on January 

19, 2021 
• Game log at Retrosheet: https://www.retrosheet.org/

boxesetc/1979/B05180ATL1979.htm
• Dale Murphy’s Top Performances at Retrosheet: https://www.

retrosheet.org/boxesetc/M/PX_murpd001.htm

VISIT US ONLINE - SABRCHICAGO.COM

http://sabrchicago.com
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- CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 -

BY: GARY LIVACARI

GET PUBLISHED!
Let SABR’s Emil Rothe Chicago Chapter help publish your 
baseball research. We are looking for new articles to share 
in the Chapter’s newsletter and our social media outlets. 
Submit your articles to Bill Pearch, newsletter editor, 
via email at wcpearch@comcast.net for inclusion in an 
upcoming edition.

“If there was ever a man born to be a hitter it was me … A man 
has to have goals—for a day, for a lifetime—and that was mine, 
to have people say, ‘There goes Ted Williams, the greatest hitter 
who ever lived’ ” – Ted Williams

The above quote from Ted Williams may sound a bit cocky, but 
as Dizzy Dean once said, ”It ain’t braggin’ if you can do it”, and, as 
we all know, there was never any doubt that Ted Williams could 
“do it.”

Seventy years ago, on January 9, 1952, marked the anniversary of 
an important day in the life of Ted Williams. The Red Sox’s great 
outfielder was notified he would be activated for military service 
during the Korean War. The actual recall came on May 1, 1952, 
after he appeared in only six games. Ted had already missed 
three full years due to service in World War II.

In the months ahead, Ted Williams will be tasked with flying 39 
combat missions in his F9F Grumman Panther, and will survive a 
crash-landing after being shot down.

4

MARINE CAPTAIN TED WILLIAMS RECALLED TO ACTIVE DUTY, 1952
Plus, One of the Greatest Individual Seasons of All-Time:
Ted Williams' Historic 1941 Season

On many of his missions, Ted will serve as wingman for former 
astronaut and senator, John Glenn, who described Ted as one of 
the best pilots he knew. He didn’t return to the Red Sox until late 
in the 1953 season and appeared in only 37 games. All together, 
Ted lost approximately 4.75 years to military service, of which at 
least three can be considered prime years.

Ted Williams’ Staggering Career NumbersTed Williams’ Staggering Career Numbers
There’s little debate that Ted Williams was one of, if not the 
greatest, pure hitter the game has ever seen. In his 19-year 
major league career (1939–1942, 1946–1960), “Teddy Ballgame” 
was a seventeen-time All-Star, two-time American League Most 
Valuable Player, six-time American League batting champion, 
four-time American League home run leader, four-time 
American League RBI leader, and two-time Triple Crown winner. 
That’s quite an impressive resume.

Over his career, Ted hit .344 (seventh all-time), with 2,654 hits, 
521 home runs (19th all-time), 1839 RBIs (14th all-time), and a 
.482 on-base percentage (first all-time). His .634 slugging average 
is second behind only Babe Ruth’s .689. His 191 career OPS+ is 
also second, behind only Ruth’s 206 (100 being the major league 
average).

The “Splendid Splinter’s” Historic 1941 YearThe “Splendid Splinter’s” Historic 1941 Year
Ted Williams’ 1941 season is often considered one of the greatest 
offensive seasons ever.  He led the league in all the following 
categories: runs (135), home runs (37), walks (147), batting 
average (.406), on-base percentage (.553), OPS (1.287), and OPS+ 
(235). His .406 batting average is still the highest batting average 
in the major leagues since 1924, and the last time any major 
league player has hit over .400.
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- CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 -

ROLLIE ZEIDER &
DUTCH ZWILLING

There are only two players in MLB history to have played for 
the Chicago National, American and Federal League teams, 

and their last names both start with the same letter—
infielder Rollie Zeider and outfielder Dutch Zwilling

[Federal League home run champ (16) in 1914].

Courtesy of Chris Kamka

Have a sweet Chicago Random Tandem?Have a sweet Chicago Random Tandem?
Send it to j.racanelli@hotmail.com!Send it to j.racanelli@hotmail.com!

my choices to White Sox wins or only the most significant or 
noteworthy events in losses.

Unearthing Sox events from November 1 to March 31 is a bit of a 
challenge.

In the fledgling days of the internet, I relied heavily on 
baseballlibrary.com, todayinbaseball.com and other sites for off-
season events.

For February 21, I came across this gem: “1931: The Chicago 
White Sox and the New York Giants become the first major 
league teams to meet in a night game. They collect 23 hits in a 
10-inning exhibition game played at Buffs Stadium in Houston, 
TX.”

Well-versed in Sox history, this was news to me so I checked 
other websites. Sure enough, on baseballreference.com and the 
two aforementioned sites, there it was.

The entry was woefully incomplete which wasn’t unusual, 
especially the items from the early part of the 20th century. I 
wanted the score and I wanted details, so I started digging … and 
digging and digging and digging and digging to no avail.

Other than the websites I originally found it on, I couldn’t find 
anything on that game anywhere.

Regardless, it was such a watershed moment that I included 
in my “This Date in White Sox History” February master list. 
Afterall, meaty February items are tough to find. I figured the 
entry was legit because the date was close enough to the start 
of spring training that the game could have been part of some 
barnstorming tour or early exhibition games.

Here’s what I originally logged:

“THE SOX AT NIGHT, SHINE BIG & BRIGHT, DEEP IN THE“THE SOX AT NIGHT, SHINE BIG & BRIGHT, DEEP IN THE
HEART OF TEXASHEART OF TEXAS

“1931: The White Sox were part of history when they played the 
New York Giants in the first night game between two big league 
teams at Buffs Stadium in Houston, Texas. The teams combined 
to collected 23 hits in the 10-inning exhibition. The Sox wouldn’t 
play their first night game at Comiskey Park until Aug. 14, 1939.”

HISTORIC SOX
NIGHT GAME (CONTINUED)

I checked everywhere: newspapers, libraries, websites, books, 
nothing. I consulted my go-to Sox sources, nothing.
Every February I would revisit this entry as I started posting 
historical items to blogs and later Twitter, and every February I 
would be thwarted. 

In my frustration, I later added “Despite countless searches, I was 
unable to find the score of the game” to my master list.

It got to the point where I was resigned to the fact that this game 
was going to a White Sox “unsolved mystery.”

In February 2021, I opened 
the file and as the frustration 
of February 21, 1931 started 
to boil, a name came to me: 
Gary Price.

This pandemic has been the 
worst, but some extremely 
positive things have come out 
of it.

Reconnecting with one of 
my dear childhood friends 
Gary Price has been one of 
those extremely positive and 
healthy things.

TELL YOUR 
BASEBALL STORY
We all have great baseball stories.
Go ahead and share some with your 
fellow SABR Chicago Chapter members. 
Contact Bill Pearch,
newsletter editor, via email at
wcpearch@comcast.net to schedule a 
brief interview.
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JOHN J. MCGRAW FIELD
TRUXTON, NEW YORK
Chapter members John Racanelli and Chris Kamka have been 
named co-chairs of the newly formed SABR Baseball Landmarks 
Research Committee. The committee is currently in the process 
of verifying and adding to an initial list of ballparks, historical 
markers, statues, gravesites, and an array of other baseball-
related sites located across North America with the goal of 
compiling a comprehensive checklist for traveling baseball fans. 

If you are interested in joining the Landmarks Committee and 
assisting with the project, you can find more information and 
sign up here. You can also view the committee’s kickoff meeting 
here. W

If you go out of your way to visit old ballparks, historical If you go out of your way to visit old ballparks, historical 
markers, statues, or gravesites we would love to hear about it! markers, statues, or gravesites we would love to hear about it! 
Send your experiences and photos to j.racanelli@hotmail.com! Send your experiences and photos to j.racanelli@hotmail.com! 
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Top and inset: John J. McGraw Field is located in Upstate New York Top and inset: John J. McGraw Field is located in Upstate New York 
in a small town called Truxton (42.710610, -76.028827). Photos by in a small town called Truxton (42.710610, -76.028827). Photos by 
John Racanelli and Bill PearchJohn Racanelli and Bill Pearch

click here to play
Can you pick the nickname 

that appears on each MLB 

Hall of Fame player's

official Hall of Fame plaque?

LET’s get social!

CONGRATULATIONS, BRUCE ALLARDICE!

Chapter member, Bruce Allardice, had a recent 
article, “Runs, Runs, and More Runs: Pre-Professional 

Baseball, By the Numbers” nominated by SABR for 
top baseball history article of the year. The article is a 

groundbreaking statistical study of baseball prior to the 
beginnings of professional league baseball in 1871. In 

2013, Allardice received the SABR History Award for his 
article on Baseball in the Antebellum South.

Click here to read the article.

https://sabr.org/research/baseball-landmarks-committee/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-JFbPZ1Ts8&t=20s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-JFbPZ1Ts8&t=20s
https://www.sporcle.com/games/puckett86/hof-aka
https://www.sporcle.com/games/puckett86/hof-aka
https://www.sporcle.com/games/puckett86/hof-aka
http://www.facebook.com/sabrchicago
https://www.reddit.com/r/SABRChicago/
https://twitter.com/SABRChicago
http://sabrchicago.com
https://www.instagram.com/sabr_chicago/
https://sabr.org/journal/article/the-nineteenth-century-runs-runs-and-more-runs/
https://sabr.org/journal/article/the-nineteenth-century-runs-runs-and-more-runs/
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“They think it’s heavy,” Green said, demanding Sandberg’s 
inclusion in the deal, “but I don’t think so. I won’t trade Ivan even-
up for any shortstop and they know it.”

Green saw Sandberg’s potential, but he knew he faced a logjam 
making the Phillies’ regular lineup. But it’s doubtful he projected 
Sandberg as a baseball immortal.

“Coming over here, I have a chance to be in the lineup every day,” 
Sandberg said. “So this is a real good opportunity for me.”

Since Sandberg was an unknown commodity at the time, Lee 
Elia, the Cubs’ manager from 1982-83, was uncertain if the rookie 
would play third base, second base or center field.

“I saw Sandberg in September,” Cubs first baseman Bill Buckner 
said after the trade, quoted in the Chicago Tribune. “He looked 
pretty good to me.”

Following the trade, Chicago Tribune columnist Jerome 
Holtzman noted the criteria to judge its impact.

“For the deal to work to the Cubs’ advantage,” he said, “Green 
must be correct in his assessment that Sandberg has the ability 
to win a starting spot within the next two years.”

Sandberg shattered Holtzman’s expectations. He broke camp 
with a spot in the 1982 Opening Day lineup and quickly assumed 
a leadership role.

“You’re our Opening Day third baseman,” Elia said to Sandberg at 
the time, acknowledging the release of Ken Reitz. “You’re gonna 
play there every day from now on.”

Though initially a third baseman, Sandberg transitioned to 
second base in 1983. In 1984, comfortable as a second baseman, 
he earned the National League’s Most Valuable Player award. 
During that season, he sparked the Cubs to their first National 
League East title and one win short of reaching their first World 
Series since the conclusion of World War II.

Often asked about his favorite games, Sandberg opts to 
emphasize the entire 1984 season.

“I was around winning players,” he said. “I was around gamers. 
My game went to a different level. My job and my expectations 
going to the yard every day [were] completely different than the 
year before. And it also meant winning. That’s what changed 
everything for me.”

His season’s statistics bear that out: 156 games, 19 home runs, 84 
RBIs, a career-best .314 batting average and an .887 OPS.

During Sandberg’s tenure, the Cubs also reached the postseason 
in 1989. Again, they fell short of a pennant. But that season, 
Sandberg boosted his offense and belted 30 home runs. In 1990, 
he hit a career-high 40 homers and drove in 100 runs.

But never underestimate Sandberg’s defensive prowess. 
Though his offense often stole the show, Sandberg’s fielding was 
peerless.

“Day in and day out, this guy is a very, very good baseball 
player,” said Jim Frey, who succeeded Green as the Cubs’ general 
manager in 1988. “He’s as good a second baseman as you’ll ever 
see.”

When the 10-time All-Star retired after 16 seasons (1981-1994, 
1996-1997), he finished his career with a .989 fielding percentage. 
In addition to seven Silver Slugger awards, he earned nine 
consecutive Gold Glove awards at second from 1983-91.

SANDBERG TRADE (CONTINUED)

“[Sandberg] makes all the plays, left and right,” said Don Zimmer, 
the Cubs’ manager from 1988-91. “He makes all the double plays. 
He makes so few errors that when he makes one, you think the 
world’s coming in on you.”

“I can’t believe the Phillies gave up on Sandberg,” said Bowa in 
1982. “He’ll play for the Cubs right now. A good kid, a big kid. 
Only thing is, he’s real quiet. We’re gonna have to get him to talk 
more in Chicago.”

Sandberg spoke volumes throughout his Cubs career and 2005 
enshrinement in Cooperstown. He hammered home the term 
respect -- for family and friends, for teammates and opponents, 
for team management, the game of baseball and more.

“Dallas Green brought me to Chicago and without him, who 
knows? I couldn’t let him down,” Sandberg said. “I owed him too 
much. I had too much respect for him to let him down.” W

Note: Note: This article originally appeared in Here’s the Pitch: The 
IBWAA Newsletter.

2022-2023 NEWSLETTER 
SCHEDULE

Chicago’s Emil Rothe Chapter is a bimonthly publication.
We are always looking for new contributors. Here is 

the upcoming production schedule. If you would like to 
contribute to a future issue of our Chapter newsletter, 

contact Bill Pearch at wcpearch@comcast.net.

MAY-JUNE 2022
Published: May 1Published: May 1

Content Deadline: April 3Content Deadline: April 3

JULY-AUGUST 2022
Published: July 3 Published: July 3 

Content Deadline: June 5Content Deadline: June 5

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2022
Published: Sept. 4Published: Sept. 4

Content Deadline: July 31Content Deadline: July 31 

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2022
Published: Nov. 6 Published: Nov. 6 

Content Deadline: Oct. 2Content Deadline: Oct. 2

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2023
Published: Jan. 8Published: Jan. 8

Content Deadline: Dec. 11Content Deadline: Dec. 11

MARCH-APRIL 2023
Published: March 5Published: March 5

Content Deadline: Feb. 5Content Deadline: Feb. 5
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No baseball? No problem. Let’s test your scoreboard 
identification skills as we wait for the lockout to end. 
From the clues in this photo, can you successfully guess 
the exact date of the game? You may need to zoom in. 
Some of the clues might be deceiving. Good luck.

We had several correct guesses for the January-February 
2022 photo. The following members identified that 
photo as June 1, 1963, at the Polo Grounds (Pirates beat 
Mets, 10-1):

Ed Hartig / Greg Gits / Rob Barnes / Richard Smiley

Do you have a scoreboard photo that will have your 
fellow chapter members scratching their heads? Send 
it to Bill Pearch at wcpearch@comcast.net. Note that 
photos are not limited to Chicago ballparks.

ZEMAN'S ZINGERS
BY: DAVE ZEMAN
There may be a baseball lockout, but our latest round of trivia 
questions will fill the void. Let’s rewind 100 years. All of these 
questions pertain to the 1922 season. Ready? Play ball!

1. This pitcher set at least a modern record for most wins 
in a season without tossing a shutout by notching 26 
victories. Who was this hurler? 

2. What former White Sox 20-game winner drove in 75 runs 
in only 220 at-bats as the right fielder for the Pittsburgh 
Pirates? 

3. On July 7, the Pirates became the only modern team to 
feature two batters who collected six hits in the same 
game. Name this productive duo. 

4. What Phillies backstop became the first National Leaguer 
with a three-homer game since 1897? 

5. What slugger led the American League in homers and 
runs batted in while becoming his league’s first player 
with a three-homer game, the first with two round-
trippers in one inning and the first major leaguer ever 
with a 30-30 season?

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2022:
HOW DID YOU DO?
1. Saved 37 games for the 2011 Mariners / One of Wilson’s 14 

points Brandon League of NationsBrandon League of Nations 

2. Dodgers 100 RBI man with two MLB brothers / E.T. friend 
J.D. Drew BarrymoreJ.D. Drew Barrymore 

3. Literary simian / Batter with 600 2B, 100 3B and 300 HR 
Curious George BrettCurious George Brett 

4. Early triple crown winner / Super Bowl XL MVP 
Paul Hines WardPaul Hines Ward 

5. White Sox 20-game winner / Mining engineer U.S. 
president Ray Herbert HooverRay Herbert Hoover
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WILLIAMS RECALLED (CONTINUED)

His .553 on-base percentage stood as a major league record for 
61 years, and his .735 slugging average was the highest in the 
major leagues between 1932 and 1994. Williams also had 185 
hits and was second in RBIs with 120. He accomplished all this 
while striking out only 27 times in 606 plate appearances.

In the ninth inning of the 1941 All-Star game, Ted hit a walk-off 
three-run homer to win the game for the American League, 7-5. 
He later described that game-winning home run as “the most 
thrilling hit of my life.” After a season like this, it’s hard to believe 
he was denied the MVP award. Perhaps revealing the New York 
bias of the Baseball Writers of America, the award went to Joe 
DiMaggio (who also had a fabulous year).

Would He Sit Out the Last Two Games?Would He Sit Out the Last Two Games?
On September 28, before the final two games of the 1941 regular 
season, a doubleheader against the Philadelphia Athletics, he 
was batting .39955, which would have been officially rounded up 
to .400. Red Sox manager Joe Cronin offered him the chance to sit 
out the final day, but Ted Williams famously declined, saying: “If 
I’m going to be a .400 hitter I want more than my toenails on the 
line.” He proceeded to go 6-for-8 and finished the season at .406.

Let’s Speculate A Bit!Let’s Speculate A Bit!
What if Ted Williams hadn’t lost approximately 4.75 years to 
military service? What would his career numbers look like? We 
can only take a reasonable guess.

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 -

Are you a blogger or podcaster with 
a passion for baseball books? I’d love 
to discuss SABR’s Digital Library with 
you. Contact Bill Pearch via email at 
wcpearch@comcast.net

CLICK TO
VISIT SABR’S 

DIGITAL 
LIBRARY

https://sabr.org/ebooks
https://sabr.org/ebooks
https://sabr.org/ebooks
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CLICK TO
VISIT SABR’S 

DIGITAL 
LIBRARY

SABR'S DIGITAL
LIBRARY

He hit 521 home runs in his 19-year career. According to 
Baseball-Reference, his 162-game average computes to 37 home 
runs per year. Since at least two of those lost 4.75 years were 
subprime years, I’ll use a conservative estimate of an additional 
32 per year. That extrapolates to an additional 152, for a career 
total of 673 home runs, good for sixth on the all-time list.

His speculated career RBI total is even more dramatic. His 162-
game average for 19 seasons is 130. Dropping that figure down to 
a conservative 120 per year, that computes to an additional 570 
RBIs, for a career total of 2409. That would just beat out Hank 
Aaron’s 2397 RBIs by 12 for first place on the all-time list.

Our “senior” readers who grew up in the Boston area (Paul Doyle 
and Larry Baldassaro come immediately to mind!) were certainly 
privileged to see Ted play on a regular basis. I’m sure we have 
many others who frequent this page. If you have any memories 
of Ted you’d like to share, please do so in the comments section. 
He was a great one, for sure. I was fortunate enough to see him 
in person only once, at his last game in Chicago at Comiskey 
Park in September of 1960.

Ted Williams was a first-ballot selection to the Hall of Fame in 
1966 and his #9 has been retired by the Red Sox. He was named 
to the Major League All-Century team and the Major League 
Baseball All-Time team. W

Originally published at ...Originally published at ...
“Baseball History Comes Alive!” with more than 1,200 fully-
categorized baseball essays and photo galleries.

WILLIAMS RECALLED (CONTINUED)

PASTIME PASSAGE
“I never saw him get mad at anybody. The only time I saw him 
get upset was when this pitcher—I can’t remember his name—
was throwing at him. Ernie pointed to his ribs and said to this 
pitcher, ‘If you hit me over here, I’m gonna hit you over there.’
He pointed to the left field wall, and the pitcher didn’t throw

at him anymore.”

—Monte Irvin on Ernie Banks
The Hanford (California) Sentinel, January 20, 1977: 13.

Do you have a favorite baseball-related quote?
Send it to John Racanelli via email at

j.racanelli@hotmail.com.

In our frequent conversations, we would reference different 
things and, lo and behold, I’d get a link on the subject texted to 
me.

Gary has been one of the most distinguished research librarians 
for years. So distinguished is Gary that when I told the librarian 
who worked with me at the newspaper I was at in the 1990s, she 
shrieked, “YOU KNOW GARY PRICE?”

I put Gary on the case of the “White Sox Night Game” and he 
came through … in a hurry.

I will always remember where I was when I got the call.

The date was Feb. 21, 2021—on the assumed 90th anniversary of 
the game—and my wife, daughter Ellie and her boyfriend Peach 
and I were pulling into the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum in 
Chanhassen, Minn., as part of a getaway visit.

My phone buzzed. I answered. I was greeted with two words:

“SOX WIN!”

Gary found it.

And that made us all happy as the photo on page 2 shows.

At that point, it became clear how this mistake was made.

When life was being shifted from paper to cyberspace, that 
March 21st became a February 21st. Most likely, a sloppily 
handwritten “3” for March became a “2” for February and it was 
embedded on-line and in history.

Until now.

I was overjoyed. The decade-long quest was over. I knew the 
score. I knew the details.

My youngest daughter, Ellie, knew the euphoria I was 
experiencing.

In 2008, I dragged her into a branch of the Kenosha Public 
Library while I looked up a stat on Stan Jok, an obscure Sox 
infielder of the mid-1950s.

When my stat was confirmed, I dropped to the floor of the KPL 
and — only half-jokingly to embarrass a 15-year old — gave 
thanks and praise to SoxGod.

I gave thanks and praise again … only this time it was to Gary! W

David Marran, aka @SoxNerd on Twitter, has been a member 
of the White Sox Department of Scoreboard Operations since 
1984 where he displays facts from his research during games. He 
was also Sports Editor of the Kenosha News from 1995 until his 
retirement on Dec. 6, 2016. When not working Sox games, David 
and his wife, Laura, are stay-at-home grandparents to James and 
Natalie. His blog can be found at https://soxnerd.wordpress.com/. 
Email him at dmarran359@aol.com

HISTORIC SOX
NIGHT GAME (CONTINUED)

https://sabr.org/ebooks
https://sabr.org/ebooks
https://sabr.org/ebooks
www.baseballhistorycomesalive.com
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VIRTUAL CHAPTER MEETING (ZOOM)
WEDNESday, MARCH 9 / 8-9 p.m.

A Conversation with Christina KahrlA Conversation with Christina Kahrl

We are teaming up with the Dusty Baker-Sacramento and Lefty 
O’Doul-SF Bay Area chapters for a conversation with Christina Kahrl 
for a special weeknight Zoom session. The event is free. Email Bill 

Pearch at wcpearch@comcast.net for Zoom login details.

VIRTUAL CHAPTER MEETING (ZOOM)
WEDNESday, MARCH 23 / 7 p.m.

Cubs Minor League Hitting Coach Rachel FoldenCubs Minor League Hitting Coach Rachel Folden

Please join us for a special presentation with Rachel Folden, 
fastpitch softball legend and current Minor League Hitting Coach 
for the Chicago Cubs. The event is free, but you must click here to 

register in advance.

CHAPTER GAME
SATURday, MARCH 26 / 2:05 p.m.

UW- Milwaukee vs. UIC / Curtis Granderson StadiumUW- Milwaukee vs. UIC / Curtis Granderson Stadium
901 West Roosevelt Road / Chicago, IL 60608

Tickets range from $8-$12 per seat. Contact Tim Czuba for 
event details via email at timczuba1985@netzero.net, or calling 

630.661.6952.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUvce-spz0qGdF2VCQ7UpL7JtJOC1GejEo8
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUvce-spz0qGdF2VCQ7UpL7JtJOC1GejEo8

