
Shoeless Joe Jackson’s banishment from Major League Baseball has 
officially ended.

Although it was announced in an article by Don Van Natta, the league’s 
stance on players’ ineligibility ending at their death has been the 
case for some time now. They just didn’t want to go public with that 
information just yet.

When I learned that the fate of Joe Jackson’s Hall of Fame eligibility 
lands not in the hands of Major League Baseball, but rather in the 
hands of the Hall of Fame over two years ago, I have been pushing to 
get this common knowledge among the fans. Everyone I had spoken to 
was intrigued by my information, but I couldn’t get an on-the-record 
quote. Don Van Natta got that quote, and it’s now public information.

The Hall of Fame rule, created in 1991, is that any player declared 
ineligible to play baseball by Major League Baseball is thereby ineligible 
to be elected into the Hall. This holds true for players like Pete Rose, for 
whom the rule was created and is still very much alive. But what does 
it mean for players like Shoeless Joe Jackson, who had been banned for 
life since 1921?

Jackson’s “permanent ban” really only lasted 30 years, as he passed 
away on December 5th, 1951. But, due to his recently tarnished 
reputation and alleged involvement in the scandal, he was still denied 
a majority vote into the Hall of Fame for years, despite being honored 
by Cleveland’s Hall of Fame and the Baseball Writer’s Association of 
America (BBWAA) on December 16th, 1951. (Note: This ceremony was 
scheduled to include Jackson before he passed away; unfortunately, he 
died suddenly and unexpectedly from a heart attack in his own home.) 
Jackson had been punished for the last 100 years, hopefully until today.
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Milwaukee-based player. They shared humorous stories from their 
time together as well as discussing his Hall of Fame possibilities. 
(Photo: David Malamut).

SHOELESS JOE JACKSON’S 
BANISHMENT IS OFFICIALLY OVER; 
WILL HIS PUNISHMENT CONTINUE?
BY: JENNIFER GREENING
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THE INFLUENCE OF PITCH-BY-PITCH FEEDBACK
ON NEURAL ACTIVITY AND PITCH PERCEPTION IN BASEBALL
Neuroscience has infiltrated baseball in recent years. This combination 
of neuroscience and baseball has been tremendously impactful in 
learning both the time course and neural structures utilized in pitch 
recognition processes, and has been utilized by many MLB teams to 
assist in scouting and player development processes (see Mookie 
Betts)1. To date, most analyses of baseball hitters’ neural activity 
involve the assessment of pitch recognition (fastball, curve, changeup, 
etc.), primarily in reference to the timing of neural activity associated 
with classifying different pitch types2-4. However, this work does not 
account for the influences of correct and incorrect pitch decisions and 
feedback from umpires. For instance, when a hitter thinks “ball”, but 
the pitch is actually called a “strike” by the umpire, the hitter is getting 
feedback that he was incorrect and an adjustment needs to be made. 
Since most at-bats involve multiple pitches, the adjustments can be 
vitally important and influence subsequent behavior throughout a plate 
appearance and beyond. These adjustments can make a difference in 
one at-bat or over the course of a game. Additionally, by examining the 
dynamic distribution of pitch-by-pitch outcomes rather than looking at 
each pitch separately, we can assess hitters’ neural activity associated 
with these adjustments and can gain valuable insight into hitters’ 
thought processes and behavior at the plate.

During the execution of most tasks, making errors or receiving 
negative feedback from someone else, like an umpire, leads the 
brain to increase the implementation of self-regulatory control over 
performance, leading to post-error adjustments in behavior (including 
the slowing of responses as well as increased response accuracy)5-10. 
These control processes have been shown to be sensitive to individual 
differences (some people make greater post-error adjustments than 
others on average) and are also sensitive to task demands (when trying 
to perform accurately, a person makes larger post-error changes than 
when trying to perform quickly). However, no research has examined 
how these control processes are implemented while a hitter performs 
the task of responding to pitches; a task that is difficult both in terms of 
knowing what is a ball or strike (not all umpires – or their strike zones – 
are created equal), but also through the extreme time pressure placed 
on the proper execution of task (pitchers throw hard these days)11. 
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BY: JASON R. THEMANSON, Illinois Wesleyan University
To examine this topic, we had a group of collegiate baseball players 
as well as a group of baseball novices complete a video task assessing 
whether thrown pitches were balls or strikes while their neural activity 
was recorded12. Following each pitch, hitters were given umpire 
feedback on the accuracy of their ball or strike choice before the next 
pitch was thrown. Specifically, hitters saw a video of a live pitch being 
thrown and had to respond if the pitch was a ball or strike while the 
pitch was in the air – just like the time pressure they would face if 
they were in the batter’s box. Immediately after the pitch, the hitter 
was given umpire feedback on whether the pitch was actually a ball 
or strike. With this feedback, the hitter was able to know if their ball/
strike decision on that pitch was correct or incorrect (hitter and umpire 
made the same ball/strike decision = correct; hitter and umpire made 
difference ball/strike decision = incorrect). Following the presentation 
of this umpire feedback, the next pitch video was presented to 
the hitter and the pitch/umpire feedback process continued to the 
conclusion of the study. Throughout this pitch decision task, each 
hitter’s response time and response accuracy to each pitch was 
recorded. Further, each hitter’s neural activity was recorded during the 
entire task paradigm.

Not surprisingly, college players were more accurate in determining if a 
pitch was a ball or strike compared to novices. However, no differences 
were present between players and novices in terms of response time, 
which speaks to the timing pressures and constraints inherent in the 
task. All of this is nice to see (the task worked and hitters generally 
responded as expected), but the real interesting findings come when 
you add in the layer of feedback from the umpire. When hitters 
guessed incorrectly (they responded “ball” but the umpire said “strike”, 
or vice versa), college players were not only more accurate than novices 
on the next pitch, but they were able to respond more quickly as well. 
This was unique to pitches following error feedback. When hitters 
received correct feedback, college players were still more accurate 
on the next pitch, but not quicker than novices. This result shows an 
enhanced benefit of expertise on ball/strike decision making when 
looking at pitches immediately following a disagreement between the 
hitter and umpire. 
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Nicknamed “Pudgie” with a frame that was all of 5’9”, 160 pounds, 
Frank Delahanty played only 287 games at the major-league level, 
spread out over six seasons in a 10-year period. However, he also 
enjoyed more than 1,100 games in the minors. 

Eventually, it was his temper, poor judgment and seemingly over-
inflated sense of his own worth that would threaten to derail both his 
career and his personal life. 

Frank George Delahanty was the ninth of ten children born to James 
and Bridget Delahanty, Irish immigrants who had come to Cleveland 
to settle down via Buffalo and Canada. James was a Teamster and 
longshoreman who worked the docks along Lake Erie, while Bridget 
converted the family home into a boarding house which she ruled over 
as both strong-willed businesswoman and matriarch of the family. 

Mr. and Mrs. Delahanty were initially not fond of the idea that their 
sons were all baseball fanatics; they were very pragmatic about their 
children’s’ future, believing that there was no real money to be made 
in such a frivolous pursuit as professional baseball. However, over time, 
they relented and accepted that their six sons were hooked. It was 
perhaps easier to accept due to the fact that they were all quite good 
at the game.

The interesting thing about this particular Delahanty brother was his 
educational background: having attended St. Ignatius College, Frank 
would study medicine before shifting to law after his retirement. He 
had a reputation as being somewhat contrarian and argumentative, 
which made law a perfect choice for him, but he was also articulate 
and bright, and it seems hard to believe that he would pursue baseball 
as a vocation during a time when professional baseball was working on 
building a better public perception of the average ballplayer, when the 
world was, for all intents and purposes, his oyster. 

Frank was the second of the six brothers to make his name in the local 
semi-pro leagues, and was soon playing in a league in Warren, Ohio. 
It is unclear as to precisely when and where he first entered the pro 
ranks, but it appears that he made his first minor-league appearance in 
1902 with the Atlanta Firemen in the Southern Association. He would 
also play for the Birmingham Barons in the same league, splitting 
his time between the two. While he didn’t show much in the way of 
offense, he built a reputation as a reliable outfielder. 

It wasn’t long before Frank became known for his tendency to speak 
his mind, at times to his detriment. A comment to a reporter for 
Sporting Life in 1903 concerning his dislike of Atlanta contributed 
to his “relocation” to the New York State League, where he would 
man the outfield for the Syracuse Stars. His batting improved (.242 
over 118 games), likely due to his playing in a Class B league; the 
Southern Association was a level higher, at Class A. He returned to the 
Association in 1904, playing for the Montgomery Senators and batting 
.244 as a starter. Up to that point, his offensive prowess was nothing 
special. 

Frank seemed to hit full stride in 1905 with Birmingham, batting .309 
on the season and garnering praise from sportswriters as an up-and-
coming talent. He was only a few weeks removed from what was 
initially seen as a serious shoulder injury, and was actually serving a 
suspension, when his contract was sold to the New York Highlanders on 
August 21st. 

Frank Delahanty played six seasons in the American and Federal 
leagues with the New York Highlanders, Cleveland Naps, Buffalo 
Buffeds and the Pittsburgh Rebels. (Photo: Legendary Auctions)

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 -
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From The Birmingham News; August 16th, 1905:

Mutiny of the worst character predominates in the ranks of the 
Birmingham baseball club, and as a result of the action of Frank 
Delahanty, leading batter of the league; “Dusty” Miller, first baseman 
and former captain; Rip Reagan, pitcher; Fred Moore, shortstop; 
Joe Hennessey, outfielder, and Frank Hafford, third baseman, in 
inaugurating and carrying out a strike, serious complications for the 
ball players themselves may arise. 

As far as it was understood at the time, Delahanty and his co-
conspirators took issue with the five-day suspension of Miller and a $25 
fine assessed to Hafford, for what was only referred to as “violating the 
rules” by manager “Farmer” Vaughn. All six players had skipped out on 
morning practices, some on multiple occasions, and were fined $5 for 
each offense. Having commiserated with one another, all six players 
were seen sitting in the stands by Vaughn while their teammates were 
prepping for game time. 

Vaughn recalled the events leading to the impromptu strike: 

“I had no intimation of the strike of the players until a short time before 
the game was called. In the morning I handed each man his check for 
the semi-monthly payment. An amount equal to five days’ pay was 
deducted from the check of Miller, to cover his five days’ suspension. 
Twenty-five dollars was taken from Hafford’s pay for the fine I imposed 
on him. The checks of Delahanty, Moore, Reagan and Hennessey were 
‘shy’ five dollars each as a payment of a fine imposed by me for their 
failure to report at the park for morning practice. I suspended Miller for 

THE DELAHANTY DYNASTY:
FRANK DELAHANTY
BY: CLINTON RIDDLE
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The maiden amateur player draft took place in 1965. With their 
selection, the Kansas City Athletics made Rick Monday the first ever 
player drafted. Monday had a fine Major League career—he was a two-
time All-Star, won a World Series with the Dodgers in 1981, and played 
for 19 seasons. He may be best remembered, however, for rescuing an 
American flag from protesters as a Cubs outfielder during the April 25, 
1976 game at Dodger Stadium. Johnny Bench, Tom Seaver and Nolan 
Ryan were all selected after Monday in the inaugural draft.

In its 50-plus years of existence, the draft remains a total crapshoot. 
Hall of Famers Ken Griffey Jr., Chipper Jones, and Harold Baines were all 
first overall selections in their respective draft years. First overall picks 
Mark Appel (2013), Brien Taylor (1991), and Steve Chilcott (1966) never 
appeared in a Major League game. Mike Piazza, famously, was a 62nd 
(final) round selection in 1988 simply because Tommy Lasorda was 
friends with Piazza’s father.  

Not surprisingly, the first round has produced the most Hall of Famers 
with 16. The overwhelming majority of Hall of Fame players, however, 
were selected in the second round or later, every other team having 
passed on the opportunity to draft that player (assuming they had a 
first-round selection). Ten Hall of Famers, including Piazza, were drafted 
in double-digit rounds with hundreds of players having been chosen 
prior.

Above: Chicago Cubs closer Lee Smith was selected with the second 
round of the 1975 draft. (Photo: Jonathan Daniel / Getty Images)
Inset: The Chicago White Sox drafted Harold Baines with the first 
overall pick in the 1977 draft.

WHERE IN THE DRAFT ARE
HALL OF FAMERS FOUND? BY: JOHN RACANELLI
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pastime passage...
“There are three types of baseball players—those who 
make it happen, those who watch it happen, and those 

who wonder what happened.” – Tommy Lasorda 
Source: The Sentinel (Carlisle, Pennsylvania), March 20, 1979, 14.

Do you have a favorite baseball-related quote? Send it to
John Racanelli via email at j.racanelli@hotmail.com.
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NEURAL ACTIVITY AND PITCH PERCEPTION (CONTINUED)

If you throw out the novices and just look at the college players, you 
still see a difference in making ball/strike decisions following error 
feedback from an umpire compared to correct feedback. Following 
error feedback, college players were faster to respond then they were 
following correct feedback, but they were still just as accurate in their 
responses. So even just comparing college players to themselves, they 
were more efficient (same accuracy, faster response time) following 
error feedback from an umpire than they were following correct 
feedback. This suggests that college players are able to implement 
control over their performance, and improve their performance, 
after being told by an umpire that they were wrong in their ball/strike 
decision. By comparison, novices show no signs of any self-regulation or 
control over their performance following any kind of umpire feedback. 
This conclusion is supported by measures of neural activity.

When looking at neural activity during the task, college players showed 
greater neural activation to the umpire feedback compared to novices 
– regardless of the type of feedback. In fact, college players showed 
the same level of neural activity to both types of umpire feedback 
(correct, incorrect). This suggests that the college players were 
paying attention to all the feedback they received from the umpire, 
presumably to gather information from each type of feedback and 
develop a more accurate working representation of the strike zone 
to improve their performance. They were able to utilize these neural 
efforts to control their performance and get better at making ball/strike 
decisions about pitches after umpires told them that they were wrong. 
(What hitter wouldn’t want to more quickly and accurately predict the 
umpire’s strike zone throughout an at-bat, a game, a series, a season?) 
Meanwhile, novices not only showed significantly less neural activity 
to the umpire feedback, but they also showed even less neural activity 
and attention to the negative feedback from the umpire, suggesting an 
inability to organize and control their attention and “learn from their 
mistakes” in this task.

Finally, a relationship was present between neural activity and post-
error performance for college players, but not novices. Even after 
controlling for overall levels of response accuracy, greater levels of 
post-error neural activity in college players were associated with 
more accurate responses on pitches following error feedback from 
the umpire (see Figure 1. Note: the neural activity associated with 
self-regulatory control has a negative polarity, so greater activity is 
more negative. The x-axis of Figure 1 is reversed to show the proper 
direction of the relationship). This finding was not present following 
correct feedback in college players, suggesting a unique self-regulatory 
process is occurring following mistakes in these college baseball players 
that links their enhanced neural activity with their improved task 
performance.
 

These results indicate that the nature of neural activity in response 
to umpire feedback, can be related with hitters’ performance on 
subsequent pitches. Importantly, this sheds light on the layers of 
information and processes that can influence a hitter’s performance, 
well beyond what happens during one pitch or even among the players 
on the field. Accordingly, examinations of hitting performance can and 
should go beyond looking at a pitch by itself–the context surrounding 
the pitch, and how a hitter interacts with that context, play a role as 
well. It is an ongoing dynamic interaction between players (pitchers, 
hitters, catchers) and the umpire throughout an at-bat and beyond 
that ultimately influences what happens on the field. Although this 
research is in its infancy, the implications and uses for this research 
include assisting and improving scouting evaluations and player 
development procedures in any high level of baseball (collegiate, 
minor leagues, MLB). Does the player attend to umpire feedback? How 
does he perform (and process information) after a bad call or after 
getting behind in the count? Does his neural activity and response to 
feedback change? What is the trajectory or development of his neural 
activity and task performance from A to AA to AAA? Creating a neural 
profile of a player’s responses to feedback would allow a longitudinal 
examination of the player across time and could serve as direct 
measure of dynamic alterations in player motivation and expectations 
in relation to hitting performance. Periodic assessments could monitor 
patterns of neural activation or be utilized to implement changes in 
attempts to improve focus and attention during hitting, work better 
at-bats in different counts, or improve performance to come out of a 
slump. Given that these ERP components are sensitive to motivation, 
performance expectations, and attentional allocation, they can be used 
to index these processes as well as a player’s confidence and focus 
throughout in-season and off-season work for both the development 
of current players and the scouting of potential players. This work can 
be utilized as an evaluation tool as well as a means for performance 
enhancement and training in relation to the mental aspects of hitting 
performance. This is another piece of information available to help 
players as well as those who evaluate and develop them in the game of 
baseball.
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This series takes a look at the legendary ballplayers that most fans 
forgot ever suited up with our local teams. Where possible we’ll 
present baseball card evidence of their Second City tenure.  

Red Ruffing 
Hall of Fame twirler Charles 
Herbert “Red” Ruffing is best 
remembered as a Yankee, thanks 
in large part to his six rings and 
four 20-win seasons with the 
franchise. As a Yankee, Ruffing 
boasted a 231-124 record and 
gaudy .651 winning percentage. 
His New York success stood in 
stark contrast with the highly 
forgettable 39-96 record he 
posted with the Red Sox in the 
6-plus seasons before becoming 
a Yankee. What only the very rare 
fan or trivia buff will remember is 
the lone career-capping campaign 
Ruffing spent on the Chicago’s 
South Side. Fortunately, the 
1961 Fleer “Baseball Greats” set 
reminds us that Ruffing indeed 
graced the Comiskey Park mound, 
notching his last three victories against five defeats in 1947. 

Tony Lazzeri 
Another Yankee legend who spent 
time in Chicago was Hall of Fame 
infielder Tony Lazzeri. All but nine 
of Lazzeri’s 178 career home runs 
came in the Bronx, along with all 
five of his rings. New York was 
not just the venue for Lazzeri’s 
greatest career highlights but also 
his greatest lowlight, his strikeout 
at the hands of Grover Cleveland 
Alexander in the seventh game of 
the 1926 World Series. Lazzeri’s 
last hurrah as a Yankee, however, 
was a great one, tripling and 
scoring the go-ahead run in the 
deciding game of the 1937 World 
Series against the New York Giants 
while leading all batters with a 
.400 average. (The Yanks would 
release him five days later!) Lazzeri would return to the Fall Classic the 
very next year, but this time it would be against his pinstriped former 
teammates. As a member of the 1938 Cubs (spoiler alert: we lost), Old 
“Poosh ‘Em Up Tony” went hitless in two plate appearances en route 
to the wrong end of a World Series sweep. Still, Lazzeri’s generally 
forgettable season in Chicago will be recorded for all posterity thanks 
to his “Retired Greats” card in the 1940 Play Ball set (and later 1961 
Fleer). 

Thinking of an “unknown legend” that you would like to nominate? 
Send Jason an email at jason.1969@yahoo.com.

UNKNOWN LEGENDS
BY: JASON SCHWARTZ

HAWK HARRELSON’S
HALL OF FAME SPEECH
BY: JOE BOOK
(Hawk takes the stage to a loud standing ovation.)

Thank you! Thank you! Okay … go ahead and grab some bench!

I’ve been in baseball since 1959, and along the way I have done it all 
and seen it all. There were good times and bad times, but I never lost 
TWTW – the will to win. I would like to share a few stories with you 
from my six decades in baseball. So … sit back, relax and strap it down!

First, I wanna thank the writers, the fans, all the teams I played for and 
worked for, and most of all, my broadcast partners. From Dick Stockton 
and Don Drysdale to Wimpy and the Stone Pony, I worked with some 
great ones. I also worked with Darrin Jackson. Mercy.

(Hawk stands up and struts.)

Call your sons, call your daughters! Call your friends, call your 
neighbors! I’m in the Hall of Fame! You can put THAT on the board! 
YEESSS!

I am so happy to be receiving the Ford C. Frick Award, and even happier 
I’m alive to see it! Ford was the commissioner when I came to the big 
leagues in 1963, and you gonna talk about a guy who was a visionary; 
that was Ford. Late in 1965, I ran into Ford at a barbecue joint in Kansas 
City. He said, “Hawk?” and I said, “Ford?” and he said, “One day there 
will be an award named after me, and you will win it!” When I got the 
call, after I hugged A.J., I said to myself, “You gotta be bleepin’ me … ol’ 
Frick was right!”

In 1969, the Red Sox traded me to the Indians for a bucket of baseballs 
and a large pepperoni Beggar’s pizza. That was BS because it broke up 
one of the great baseball duos of all-time; me and Yaz. (Hawk pauses to 
wipe away a tear.) Most people don’t realize that I joined the Red Sox 
in late-August in 1967, and Yaz put some big crooked numbers on that 
board. He hit .417 with nine homers and 26 RBI that September to win 
the Triple Crown. Yaz is shy about it, but he always credited me with 
pointing out a hitch in his swing. Yes he did!

Of course Yaz went on to play about 37 seasons for the Red Sox. After 
he retired in ‘83, Yaz and I took a trip to Caracas, Venezuela with Luis 
Tiant. We were in a cigar lounge owned by the Bertucci boys, trying to 

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 13 -
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In their investigatory report, MLB commissioner Rob Manfred 
repeatedly said that the Houston Astros cheating scandal was “player 
driven.”

Then the league and the MLBPA came up with an agreement that 
would grant players immunity for honest testimony. The promise of 
amnesty then allows MLB to interview current and former players 
about the scandal.

So, naturally, zero players get disciplined for the scandal. However, 
three managers lose their jobs. Tough luck A.J. Hinch, Alex Cora and 
Carlos Beltran.

Now we have a situation where MLB has dished out its biggest 
punishments in recent years, but not at any of the people that Manfred 
said actually committed the wrongdoing. I would hope that even 
members of the MLBPA think this is wrong.

MLB clearly hoped to avoid any grievances with the MLBPA. Had 
Manfred tried to discipline players, we would likely be dealing with all 
kinds of grievances. Manfred knew that Hinch was aware of the sign 
stealing. Alex Cora, bench coach at the time, was also clearly involved. 
So, in a grievance, the MLBPA could argue that the players were only 
doing what their supervisors were aware of.

This whole situation was wrapped up in roughly two months. Contrast 
that to the Mitchell Report, which lingered like a rainstorm over 
baseball for nearly two years. The 2007 debacle included very little 
cooperation from active players, because no protection was offered 
for their testimony. Now the wiser from the experience, MLB clearly 
decided that a quick conclusion was the better option this time 
around—regardless of who would get thrown under the proverbial bus.

THE HOUSTON ASTERISKS*
BY: SCOTT LAMORTE

The Houston Astros celebrate after winning the
2017 World Series. (Photo: Jayne Kamin-Oncea /
USA TODAY Sports)

TOP 10: MOST RECENT CYCLES
FOR CHICAGO HITTERS

DATE PLAYER TEAM OPPONENT
9/9/2017 JOSE ABREU WHITE SOX SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS
4/27/2000 JOSE VALENTIN WHITE SOX BALTIMORE ORIOLES
7/6/1999 CHRIS SINGLETON WHITE SOX KANSAS CITY ROYALS
5/9/1993 MARK GRACE CUBS SAN DIEGO PADRES
4/29/1987 ANDRE DAWSON CUBS SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS
5/16/1984 CARLTON FISK WHITE SOX KANSAS CITY ROYALS
4/22/1980 IVAN DE JESUS CUBS ST. LOUIS CARDINALS
9/24/1977 JACK BROHAMER WHITE SOX SEATTLE MARINERS
8/11/1966 RANDY HUNDLEY CUBS HOUSTON ASTROS
7/17/1966 (G2) BILLY WILLIAMS CUBS ST. LOUIS CARDINALS

HAVE YOU COMPLIED A TOP TEN LIST THAT THE CHAPTER WOULD FAWN OVER? SEND IT 
TO JOHN RACANELLI VIA EMAIL AT J.RACANELLI@HOTMAIL.COM.

get social with sabr chicago

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 -

http://www.facebook.com/sabrchicago
https://www.reddit.com/r/SABRChicago/
https://twitter.com/SABRChicago
http://malamut.net/sabrchicago.html
https://www.instagram.com/sabr_chicago/
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FRANK DELAHANTY (CONT.)

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 -

a severe infraction of the rules, and it was not his first offense. Hafford 
I let off easier, because it was his first offense, though at first I intended 
to suspend him.”

After Vaughn called the six players to the clubhouse, they still refused 
to don their uniforms unless their fines were canceled. Vaughn refused 
to do so, and found himself six players short. The Barons ended up 
facing off that day against the Atlanta Crackers with only nine players 
in uniform, Vaughn playing first base himself. At the time, both Roy 
Montgomery and Harry Mathews, who were injured, were forced back 
into the lineup, and RHP Rube Dessau played in left field. Mathews 
had recently been fined $40 for an altercation in Shreveport, and 
the fans made it known their appreciation of the remaining players’ 
demonstrated loyalty, cheering, as the paper said, “like wild men.” 

As if all that weren’t enough, Atlanta infielder Dutch Jordan protested 
the game because the Barons could only suit up nine players. It didn’t 
take. 

Team President Robert H. Baugh, who had heard of the planned strike 
by word-of-mouth the night before, called an emergency meeting of 
the team’s shareholders after the game versus the Crackers. It was 
decided that all six players would be under suspension indefinitely. 
League President Judge William Kavanaugh concurred. Vaughn, for his 
part, concluded, “I would rather see the club finish absolutely last in 
the race, than have some players to try and run things, when they have 
been justly and leniently punished.” 

As for the Barons, they beat the Crackers in ten innings, 4-3. Perhaps in 
fitting with Vaughn’s strike-induced headache, the manager was hit by 
a pitch with the bases loaded to win the game. 

Delahanty would make his ML debut for manager Clark Griffith and 
the New York Highlanders on August 24th, 1905, in a deal which was 
all but completed by the time that he Delahanty was suspended. The 
timing was convenient for both Delahanty and the Barons, as Vaughn 
reiterated in the August 17th edition of The Birmingham News:

“Under no circumstances with the suspension against the six men be 
raised.”

Griffith offered $2,000 for Delahanty’s contract in a “two-way” deal, 
allowing for his return to the Barons in the event that he didn’t “make 
good”, in the slang of the time. He went 2-4 versus the St. Louis Browns 
and starting pitcher Fred Glade in the first game of a double-header. 
In the second game, he was shifted to first base, where he was nearly 
perfect in handling 15 of 16 chances. He also picked up another pair 
of base hits, along with the game-winning RBI in the ninth inning off of 
“Wee Willie” Sudhoff to win it for the Highlanders. 

Delahanty appeared in only nine games for New York in 1905 due to a 
severe ankle injury, suffered while sliding into second base on August 
30th against Detroit. 

Prior to the start of the 1906 season, Delahanty made a demand to 
the team owners for a $500 cut of the money paid to Birmingham for 
his contract in ‘05, a demand which was predictably denied. From The 
Scranton Truth; March 6th, 1906:

“Delahanty has no grievance against the New York club, but is after 
the Birmingham club for a slice of the $2,000 paid by New York for his 
release. “‘Until I get part of the purchase money,’” he says, “‘I will not 
play another game for the New York club. I will go back to Cleveland 
and play independent ball for spending money.’”

He then filed a grievance with the National Commission against 
manager Griffith and the Highlanders’ ownership. This, too, was denied. 
He also reported late to the team, further damaging his reputation with 
the organization. Delahanty would make 92 appearances for them in 
‘06, batting only .238, but he also had 11 doubles, 8 triples and 41 RBI, 
along with 11 steals. 

His seemingly ridiculous demands for money continued in early 1907, 
as Delahanty refused to report to spring training until Manager Griffith 
followed through on unspecified promises concerning his salary. 

New York began to make preparations to move on without him, and 
Delahanty doubled down. At this point, the team put him on the 
market. He would eventually go to Cleveland with pitcher Walter 
Clarkson for pitcher Earl Moore after Detroit turned down a proposed 
swap of disruptive players: Delahanty for a young, aggressive and 
temperamental outfielder named Ty Cobb. 

Delahanty came to the Naps out of shape in 1907, seemed to put little 
effort into his play, and clashed with manager Nap Lajoie on occasion 
in front of his teammates. After fifteen games, Delahanty was slapped 
with a suspension that turned into a season-long banishment. The 
confrontational outfielder sued the team for the $1,050 he lost in salary 
due to his suspension. This dispute, like his previous protestations, 
failed. 

Delahanty found himself back in the minors and the Southern 
Association for most of 1908, signing with the New Orleans Pelicans 
after making his employment with the team contingent on his receiving 
a guaranteed contract and a promise that he himself would have to 
approve any trade elsewhere. It didn’t take long before he would refuse 

HISTORY HUNTERS
Al Lang Stadium in St. Petersburg, Florida served as a spring 
training and minor league ballpark from 1947 through 2008. It 
has since been converted to a soccer arena, but there is still a 
visible marker denoting St. Petersburg’s place in baseball history 
affixed to the exterior. St. Petersburg first hosted spring training 
baseball in 1914 and that inaugural game played between the 
St. Louis Browns and Chicago Cubs took place at Coffee Pot 
Park, located about two miles north of Al Lang Stadium.  Al 
Lang Stadium is located at 230 1st Street S, St. Petersburg and 
the marker is on the easternmost pillar at the main entrance 
(27.769068, -82.632955).

If you go out of your way to visit old ballparks, historical 
markers, statues or gravesites we would love to hear about it!  
Send your experiences and photos to j.racanelli@hotmail.com!

(Photos: John Racanelli)
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to play until the team covered a rather large bill he had accrued at 
a local upscale hotel. Team manager Charlie Frank responded in the 
resoundingly negative, and Delahanty found himself under yet another 
suspension. 

Then came the incident with umpire Tom Brown while the Pelicans 
were in Memphis playing the Egyptians. After a close 10th-inning, 
bases-loaded walk won the game for Memphis, Delahanty ran in from 
the outfield to make his retort to umpire Brown. 

From The Daily Telegram, June 25th, 1908:

“Police hurried on the field in order to protect Frank Delahanty, 
member of the famous family of ball players, when he spat in Umpire 
Tom Brown’s face at the end of the tenth inning when Brown rendered 
a decision giving the Memphis batter his base on balls, forcing in the 
deciding run against the visiting New Orleans team. Delahanty was 
reported to the league officials.”

The volatile and troublesome Delahanty soon found himself on waivers 
after being placed on suspension, a move that effectively ended his 
time in the Southern Association. 

Fortunately for Frank, new Highlanders manager Kid Elberfeld scooped 
him up from the scrap heap. Delahanty showed his gratitude by 
batting .256 in 37 games for a last-place and poor-hitting team. Before 
1909, Delahanty and Elberfeld both found themselves without a job. 
Delahanty’s contract was sold to the Louisville Colonels of the American 
Association, but he responded by threatening to retire if he could not 
cut it in the big leagues. Louisville’s ownership was unimpressed and 
Delahanty relented, signing a contract with the team. 

Delahanty’s personality, combined with his lackluster performance, 
led to his release from Louisville. Indianapolis signed him for the 1910 
season, but his numbers (.230, nine doubles) cost him his job with 
yet another team. Finding work with the St. Paul Saints for 1911, he 
had perhaps his best offensive season, posting a .276 average with 
23 doubles and seven triples. Once again, an on-field incident cost 
him his job, as in late July he pulled the mask off of umpire Ollie Chill 
and punched him. Waived from St. Paul at the end of the season, yet 
another team would take a chance on the unpredictable Delahanty, this 
time the Minneapolis Millers of the AA. His brother Jimmy would join 
the team a few months later and the Millers won their third straight 
pennant, losing to Denver in five games in the championship. 

His encore performance with the Millers in 1913 would lead to 
yet more outbursts. On May 18th, he assaulted Louisville’s Grover 
Lowdermilk with a bat after he was hit by a pitch, striking the pitcher 
several times before players and umpires intervened. At season’s end, it 
appeared that his unstable behavior had finally caught up to him. Then 
the formation of the Federal League took his career into extra innings, 
so to speak, as he spent time with both the Buffalo Buffeds and the 
Pittsburgh Rebels before retiring from pro ball in 1915. 

Delahanty would return to his home in Cleveland, where he picked 
up a regular job at an automobile company. He would give baseball 
another try while there, playing ball for a city league which won the 
city championship in 1918, but Delahanty had other matters which 
deserved his attention. At age 35, he had a family to look after. It was 
time to put the game behind him. He couldn’t know at the time what 
the future held for him. 

Delahanty continued his courses at Baldwin Wallace College, this time 
focusing on law instead of medicine, eyeing a future in jurisprudence 
and perhaps even politics. After he passed the bar in 1918, he began to 
practice law from an office set up at his home. It wasn’t long before he 
saw the possibilities presented by political office; his brother Joe was 
politically active, even running for City Council in 1913, a race he would 
lose. Name recognition certainly helped his cause, as the Delahantys 
were well-known from their escapades in pro baseball. Unlike his 

brother Joe, Frank would run successfully for Cleveland City Council, 
winning one of the thirteen council seats. 

It wasn’t long before Delahanty would set about destroying what could 
have been a long and profitable law career. The newly-minted city 
councilman, sworn into office in January 1919, would face charges of 
bribery in March of the same year. In a probe involving a Dr. Wallace 
Skeels, who was a lobbyist for Ohio chiropractors, Councilman 
Delahanty was accused of soliciting a bribe from the doctor in exchange 
for Delahanty’s support of a bill affecting chiropractic medicine in the 
state. The councilman pleaded guilty in November of the same year, 
tendering his resignation to the city council, in return for a one-year 
suspended sentence. 

This wasn’t the end of Delahanty’s illegal activities. In March of 1925, 
he was named in an affidavit filed in Cleveland that charged seven men 
with violating the National Prohibition Act. Delahanty and six others 
were caught moving forty barrels of beer from a rail car. He would 
spend a year in Atlanta Federal Prison for this misadventure. It wasn’t 
the first time he was involved in bootlegging, and it wouldn’t be the 
last, even after his year-long federal sentence. 

Delahanty would return to baseball in 1928, as an umpire in the Middle 
Atlantic League. In an ironic twist, outfielder Apples Holland would 
come to Delahanty’s defense when an enraged crowd stormed the field 
and attacked him. Holland’s actions saved Delahanty a great deal of 
harm, though it cost the outfielder more than his share of bruises. 

On September 11th, 1930, Mary Delahanty would finalize her divorce 
from Frank, stating simply that she had no idea as to the whereabouts 
of her now ex-husband. At this point, she claimed to have not seen 
Frank in three years. If she had known his whereabouts, it’s doubtful 
that she would have changed her mind. Frank was crashing at a 
Cleveland flophouse, where his brother Jim was also staying. 

Still, against seemingly insurmountable odds, Delahanty decided to 
turn his life around as he approached middle age. Calling on old friends 
from his short run in politics, he was able to secure a job with the city, 
working his way up to supervisor of city streets and then finding jobs 
for his brothers Jim and Willie. Frank and his brothers would regain the 
respect of their fellow Clevelanders as regulars on the banquet circuit 
and at Indians games, as well as Old Timer’s games. 

Frank would eventually retire to a home he shared with daughters 
Frances and Margaret, living a quiet (and controversy-free) life until 
his death on July 22nd, 1966 at age eighty-two. He was the last of the 
Delahanty boys, and like his brother Ed, lived a life that seemed the 
product of a screenwriter’s daydreams. Still, while his life was riddled 
with lapses in judgment and the occasional criminal activity, it was at 
least memorable.

You can find Clinton Riddle online:
Twitter: @TheGrandOldGame
Instagram: @cpr_photography

FRANK DELAHANTY (CONT.)
Get Your Baseball 
Research Published
Are you conducting baseball 
research? SABR’s Emil Rothe 
Chicago Chapter can help. We 
are looking for new articles 
to publish in the Chapter’s 
newsletter and our social media outlets. Submit your articles 
to Bill Pearch, newsletter editor, via email at wcpearch@
comcast.net for inclusion in an upcoming edition.

https://twitter.com/TheGrandOldGame
https://www.instagram.com/cpr_photography/
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The Montreal Expos and Boston Red Sox have been the most successful 
drafting future Hall of Famers with four each. Several teams—including 
the Giants, Pirates, Rangers, and Angels—have yet to draft a Hall of 
Fame player. There have been only seven draft classes (1968, 1974, 
1979, 1980, 1983, 1986 and 1991) through 1992 that have not 
produced at least one Hall of Famer, although this may change in 
the coming years if the Hall opens its doors to players such as Roger 
Clemens (1983), Gary Sheffield (1986) or Manny Ramirez (1991).

Here is where Hall of Fame players have been drafted. This list does not 
include those Hall of Fame players who were signed as amateur free 
agents. 

Player Team Round Year
Johnny Bench Reds 2nd 1965
Tom Seaver Dodgers 10th* 1965
Nolan Ryan Mets 12th 1965
Reggie Jackson A’s 1st (2nd) 1966
Carlton Fisk Red Sox 1st (4th) 1967
Ted Simmons Cardinals 1st (10th) 1967
Bert Blyleven Twins 3rd 1969
Goose Gossage White Sox 9th 1970
Bruce Sutter Senators 21st* 1970
Jim Rice Red Sox 1st (15th) 1971
George Brett Royals 2nd 1971
Mike Schmidt Phillies 2nd 1971
Dennis Eckersley Indians 3rd 1972
Gary Carter Expos 3rd 1972
Robin Yount Brewers 1st (3rd) 1973
Dave Winfield Padres 1st (4th) 1973
Eddie Murray Orioles 3rd 1973
Andre Dawson Expos 11th 1975
Lee Smith Cubs 2nd 1975
Alan Trammell Tigers 2nd 1976
Rickey Henderson A’s 4th 1976
Jack Morris Tigers 5th 1976
Wade Boggs Red Sox 7th 1976
Paul Molitor Brewers 1st (3rd) 1977
Ozzie Smith Padres 4th 1977
Tim Raines Expos 5th 1977
Harold Baines White Sox 1st (1st) 1977
Cal Ripken Jr. Orioles 2nd 1978
Ryne Sandberg Phillies 20th 1978
Tony Gwynn Padres 3rd 1981
Kirby Puckett Twins 1st (3rd) 1982
Greg Maddux Cubs 2nd 1984
Tom Glavine Braves 2nd 1984
Barry Larkin Reds 1st (4th) 1985
Randy Johnson Expos 2nd 1985
John Smoltz Tigers 22nd 1985
Ken Griffey Jr. Mariners 1st (1st) 1987
Craig Biggio Astros 1st (22nd) 1987
Mike Mussina Orioles 11th 1987
Mike Piazza Dodgers 62nd 1988
Frank Thomas White Sox 1st (7th) 1989
Jeff Bagwell Red Sox 4th 1989
Trevor Hoffman Reds 11th 1989
Jim Thome Indians 13th 1989
Chipper Jones Braves 1st (1st) 1990
Derek Jeter Yankees  1st (6th) 1992
Roy Halladay Blue Jays 1st (17th) 1995

*Did not sign.
(  ) Indicates overall draft position.

WHERE IN THE DRAFT ARE
HALL OF FAMERS FOUND? (CONT.)

click here to play
WHAT HALL OF FAMERS PLAYED FOR
OR SERVED AS MANAGER FOR THE 

SEATTLE MARINERS?

I understand that disciplinary measures would be difficult, if not 
impossible, to administer. For example, how could you rightfully punish 
the Chicago White Sox by suspending Dallas Keuchel for what he did as 
an Astro … or similarly the Minnesota Twins for the actions of Marwin 
Gonzalez? Tensions are already rising between the MLBPA and MLB 
with another labor negotiation coming up when their CBA expires after 
the 2021 season. This factor provides the reasoning why absolutely 
nobody wants to consider punishing players for their cheating.

But wait … not so fast. Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Alex Wood was 
quoted as saying, “The fact that there hasn’t been any consequences 
to any players up to this point is wild.” Quotes are easily found all over 
social media and the internet from current players, retired players, 
anonymous players, and even banned players. When asked if cheating 
was worse than betting on baseball, Pete Rose said, “I don’t know. All 
I know is I’ve been suspended for 30 years now. I don’t know anybody 
that’s been suspended for 30 years.” It seems that many of these folks 
would like to see justice served, but it also seems that most of them 
know that sacrificing the golden goose might not be the best idea for 
their future incomes (Pete excluded, of course).

And, so it seems, because of the tenuous state of labor negotiations 
and the billions of dollars at stake, it is most likely that no Houston 
Astros players will be suspended. Not for 30 years. Not for one single 
game. 

And in my book, they will forever be known as “The Houston Asterisks.” 

Scott LaMorte is a life-long fourth-generation White Sox fan who 
claims his attendance at Game One of the 2005 World Series as the 
greatest day in the history of Chicago.

chicago random tandem
MAGGLIO ORDONEZ AND KRIS BRYANT

On July 10, 2001, White Sox outfielder Magglio Ordonez hit his first 
(and only) All-Star Game home run off of Cubs pitcher Jon Lieber.

On July 12, 2016, Cubs third baseman Kris Bryant hit is first (and 
only) All-Star Game home run off of White Sox pitcher Chris Sale. 

Have a sweet Chicago Random Tandem?
Send it to j.racanelli@hotmail.com!

HOUSTON ASTERISKS* (CONT.)

https://www.sporcle.com/games/kjeverhart/mlb-hof-mariners?t=baseball
https://www.sporcle.com/games/kjeverhart/mlb-hof-mariners?t=baseball
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SHOELESS JOE JACKSON (CONTINUED)

With MLB’s newly-public stance on banned players who have passed, 
this should put Jackson (and others) back on the Early Baseball Era 
Committee’s selection list. Prior to the voting ceremony which will take 
place on Sunday, December 7th, 2020 at the Winter Meetings in Dallas, 
a selection committee will review a list of eligible players’ names and 
decide whom to include on this year’s Early Baseball Era Ballot. The 
players not selected for the ballot won’t get another chance until 2030.

There are a couple of things that could happen next which could affect 
Jackson’s eligibility or selection for the ballot: 1) the Hall of Fame 
could declare that, regardless of Major League Baseball’s decision on a 
player’s ineligibility, they are upholding the banishment and form their 
own list of ineligible players; or, 2) Joe Jackson may not be selected to 
the 2020 Early Baseball Era Hall of Fame Ballot.

The Hall of Fame could declare Jackson’s 
continued ineligibility
If the Hall of Fame, which has yet to make an official comment, 
declares that Joe Jackson is still considered ineligible despite Major 
League Baseball’s decision, then there’s not a whole lot that can be 
done. People will still try, however, myself included, and those attempts 
will not look any different than the attempts people made for Major 
League Baseball to “reinstate” Joe Jackson in the past: petitions, letters 
for reinstatement, reports filed, etc.

But why would the Hall of Fame declare continued ineligibility, despite 
Major League Baseball’s public announcement? A lot of it could have 
to do with current players who are ineligible. What does this mean 
for their future? Must they have a posthumous ceremony recognizing 
those players, too? Should they weigh on each person’s potential 
eligibility on a case-by-case basis? For a long time now, it has appeared 
that the Hall of Fame has been keeping Joe Jackson out, just so they 
could keep others out as well.

If the Hall of Fame doesn’t make an announcement, or declares in 
favor of Jackson’s eligibility, then he should go right onto the list for the 
selection committee to decide.

Joe Jackson may get on the ballot,
but not voted in
If he’s on the list, there’s little to argue he belongs on the ballot. 
Jackson’s 1919 World Series performance alone is impressive, but his 
career numbers are intriguing. His .356 career batting average and 
1,772 total hits were cut short in his career when he was banned at age 
32. Looking at the numbers, his career was far from over. Even though 
the scandal happened in 1919, it wasn’t fully uncovered until close to 
the end of the 1920 season. His numbers that season were increasing, 
and he was only getting better. It’s hard to say when his career would 
have ended organically, how many total hits he would have or what his 
career batting average would have been had he been able to play just a 
few more years.

But some may ask, why would he not be on the ballot? And if he is on 
the ballot, why would people not vote him in?

There are those who believe that he participated in the fix. The non-
debatable facts are these: Jackson was very much aware of the 1919 
World Series fix and he did accept $5,000. But that’s about all that 
there is not to argue about. Whether he physically participated in the 
fix by throwing the games is largely debatable and usually in favor that 
he didn’t, considering his statistics during the season were the best of 
any player on either team that Series. [For the record, the argument 
that “all his hits came when the fix was off” is fallible for at least two 
reasons: 1) that’s implying Jackson could bat 1.000 if he wanted to and 
picked and chose his pitches, and 2) many players who were confirmed 
NOT involved in the fix also slumped during the first 4 games while the 
fix was “still on.”]

A big argument against Joe Jackson is that “he took the money.” The 
fact he took the money is not debatable—it is just that, fact, clear as 
day recorded from he and his wife’s bank records. But there are varying 
degrees to guilt and each of us holds different individual standards. 
Many of my colleagues find him to be guilty solely because he took the 
money, and his play on the field does not make a difference to them. 
Personally, I find his performance on the field to hold more weight 
on his guilty (or not guilty) status than just accepting $5,000 that was 
given to him by his teammate.

Is he guilty?
Regardless, most of the people I’ve spoken with agree that whether 
he’s determined guilty in our personal courts doesn’t matter. With the 
exception of a handful, most believe that—guilty or not—he should be 
in the Hall of Fame. Why? Because it’s been 100 years. It’s been long 
enough. That Black Mark in baseball has faded. To punish these players 
after all this time is unnecessary, vindictive and punitive. The story 
should be in the Hall of Fame. Joe’s story, his achievements and all he’s 
contributed to the game of baseball should be formally recognized.

You can find Jennifer Greening online:
Twitter: @jenngreening
Website: Modern Shoeless Joe

SABR MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
We all have great baseball stories to share. We like 
to highlight SABR Chicago Chapter members. Contact Bill 
Pearch, newsletter editor, via email at wcpearch@comcast.
net to schedule a brief interview.
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https://modernshoelessjoe.wordpress.com/
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WHAT’S ON DECK?
Get your pencils and scorecards ready

• BOOK FEST AND Chapter MEETING: 
SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2020 
DuPage Medical Group Field 
1 Mayor Art Schultz Dr., Joliet, IL 60432  
 
The baseball book fest, held from 10 a.m. to noon, 
will include the following authors. (Schedule subject 
to change.) Sherman L. Jenkins - Ted Strong Jr.: The 
Untold Story of an Original Harlem Globetrotter and 
Negro Leagues All-Star; Bill Leibforth, Baseball’s 
Forgotten Black Heroes; Gregory Wolf - Wrigley 
Field: The Friendly Confines at Clark and Addison, 
Comiskey Park: The Base Ball Palace of the World, 
Sportsman’s Park in St. Louis: Home of the Browns 
and Cardinals at Grand and Dodier; Herbert 
Gould - The Run Don’t Count: The Life and Times 
of Frank Chance and His 1908 Chicago Cubs; Kevin 
Guilfoyle - A Drive into the Gap; Bill Brewster - The 
Workingman’s Game. 
 
The chapter will hold its regular meeting at 1 p.m. 
Scheduled speakers are Cheryl Raye-Stout, NPR 
sports reporter; Sherman Jenkins, author; Heather 
Mills, Joliet Slammers’ general manager; and Don 
Zminda, sports historian. 

• CHAPTER GAME: SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2020 
Les Miller Field at Curtis Granderson Stadium 
901 West Roosevelt Road, Chicago, IL 60608 
 
University of Illinois at Chicago vs. Youngstown State 
Details available soon 

• CHAPTER GAME: MAY 2020 
DuPage Medical Group Field 
1 Mayor Art Schultz Dr., Joliet, IL 60432 
Date and details available soon 

• CHAPTER GAME: June 2020 
Guaranteed Rate Field 
333 W. 35th Street, Chicago, IL 60616 
Date and details available soon 

• SABR 50: NATIONAL CONVENTION 
JULY 15-19, 2020 
Hyatt Regency Inner Harbor 
300 Light Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202

Here’s a deep dive into recent White Sox signee Yasmani Grandal:

NEW GUY!
—Grandal is on track to be the Sox Opening Day catcher.

This will mark the sixth consecutive season the Sox have started a 
different catcher on Opening Day (James McCann, Welington Castillo, 
Omar Narvaez, Dioner Navarro and Tyler Flowers).

Flowers, in 2013 and 2014, was the last catcher to start back-to-back 
Openers for the Sox.

The last time the Sox started different catchers in six Openers in a row 
was from 1974 to 1979 with Ed Herrmann, Brian Downing, Pete Varney, 
Downing, Wayne Nordhagen and Marv Foley.

The last time the Sox started six different catchers with no repeats in at 
least six consecutive Opening Days was between 1927 and 1935 with 
Ray Schalk, Moe Berg, Chick Autry, Johnny Riddle, Bennie Tate, Frank 
Grube, Charlie Berry, Merv Shea and Luke Sewell.

HE’S NOT NO. 8!
—MLB.com initially had Grandal wearing No. 8 for the Sox but that was 
ultimately changed to No. 24.

If the No. 8 had stuck, Grandal would have been the first Sox player 
to don that number since Alex Cintron in 2007 and the first catcher to 
wear it since Miguel Olivo in 2004.

Instead, Grandal will be the first White Sox catcher to sport No. 24 since 
Gus Niahros in 1950 and 1951.

YASMANI GRANDAL: A DEEP DIVE
BY: DAVID MARRAN

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 15 -

Painting of new Chicago White Sox catcher Yasmani Grandal created 
by Carl Skanberg.
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CLICK 
FOR

DIRECTIONS

CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS

https://goo.gl/maps/zjgMmGfHaH6WCnBP8
https://goo.gl/maps/zjgMmGfHaH6WCnBP8
https://goo.gl/maps/zjgMmGfHaH6WCnBP8
https://goo.gl/maps/zjgMmGfHaH6WCnBP8
https://sabr.org/convention
https://sabr.org/convention
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find the bottom of a few bottles of Venezuelan rum, but 
the service was slow. I mean … this guy made Ron Karkovice 
look like Scotty Pods. It took us all quite some time to 
realize our server was the great Cesar Tovar. I got up to 
stretch and gave him a hug.

I said, “Cesar?” and he said, “Hawk?” I said, “Only guy I ever 
seen move faster than you was Bert Campaneris. What’s 
taking so long to get a drink? Get on back there!” I must 
have made him mad, because he rolled his eyes and turned 
away. Yaz laughed hard, looked at me and said, “He gone!” 
That was where I stole the line from; I owe it all to Cesar 
Tovar being quicker on the bases than in a bar!

That bar is also where “duck snort” came from. You ever 
heard Tiant laugh? He’ll try to push air through his nose and 
it sounds like a mallard with a restricted airway. I always 
reminded Luis that even though I only got eight hits off 
him in my career, seven of them left the park. That’s $700 
donated to White Sox Charities in loving memory of Ursula. 
The only two guys to hit more homers off Tiant were Graig Nettles and 
Boog Powell, and it took them nearly 100 plate appearances each. He 
just lets out a duck snort and lights another cigar. Watch out!

I have had the privilege of working with some of the best players in the 
game. Yaz will always be my pick to click, but I want to say thank you 
very much to a few of the good guys who made my job the most fun in 
the world. The Big Hurt, Frank Thomas. The Little Hurt, Craig Grebeck. 
Big Bad Bobby Jenks. The Deacon, Warren Newson. And one of my 
favorite guys on the planet, The Milkman, Herbert Perry.

(Hawk sees Todd Frazier fall into a row of chairs.)

Stoney, take over … I’m going down there.

(Hawk brings the microphone with him and sits next to an unhurt 
Frazier.)

(Steve Stone steps to the podium, realizes there is no microphone, and 
sits back down.)

Todd’s alright. Scared me, though. Our guys were like my children, and 
they made coming to work every day a can of corn. Being able to sit in 
the catbird seat for the 2005 World Series is one of my most favorite 
experiences. I hope they keep the same good vibes with them forever. 
Don’t stop now, boys!

I know everyone accused me of being a homer, and that’s the biggest 
compliment you can give me. I loved the teams I played with and the 
organizations that I called games for. I loved most of the owners, and 
even a few of the umpires. Joe West has become one of my great pals!  
I still tell him that he should have been suspended for tossing Buehrle 
on that day in 2010, but he just laughs and calls me a Heinie Bird. 
Dadgum right. Wegner, on the other hand? Mercy.

(Hawk begins to cry again – Frazier consoles him.)

I could do this for days, but I’m down to my last bullet. I want to thank 
everyone who has allowed me to spend 60 years in professional 
baseball. It has been a dream come true, and I love all of you. This is 
truly the final chapter in a great career, and I am thrilled to accept the 
Ford C. Frick award. Thank you so much!

So … for all of my partners, directors and producers … my family 
and friends … this is Ken “The Hawk” Harrelson saying SO LONG, 
EVERYBODY! This speech is OOVVAAHH!

HAWK’S SPEECH (CONT.)

ZEMAN’S ZINGERS:
BEFORE AND AFTER
BY: DAVE ZEMAN
Ready for a curveball. Fans of Jeopardy! will be familiar with before 
and after categories. Here are five questions where two answers are 
combined to make one correct response. These questions are part 
baseball, part general history. Ready? Play ball!

1. Nine game winning rookie for the 1914 White Sox/Composer who 
died in 1791, leaving his Requiem unfinished. 

2. Third-party presidential candidate who died in Elmhurst in 
1926/1940 NL batting title winner. 

3. The Beatles spiritual guru/Batter with 358 homeruns, but only 414 
strikeouts. 

4. Federalist Papers co-author/Pitcher who yielded but one run in 36 
World Series innings. 

5. Pitcher who won 130 more games than he lost/Author of The 
Good Soldier.

THE 1920 SEASON: HOW DID YOU DO?
1. The only major league no-hitter of the 1920 season was thrown 

by a pitcher who was suffering through his first season since 1907 
in which he didn’t win at least 10 games. Who was this veteran 
hurler? Walter Johnson no-hit the Boston Red Sox July 1

2. 1920 saw one of the rare instances of a batter collecting at least 
200 hits but not hitting even one home run. Name this hitter. 
Milt Stock of the St. Louis Cardinals amassed 204 hits, but nary 
a homer

3. On August 16, tragedy struck the Cleveland Indians when Ray 
Chapman was beaned by Carl Mays. Who pinch ran for Chapman 
and replaced him at shortstop? Harry Lunte

4. While Jim Bagby topped the Indians with 31 wins, what other 
hurler was Cleveland’s ace during the World Series, winning three 
games against Brooklyn? Stan  Coveleski 

5. Two future Hall of Famers debuted in 1920, playing their first major 
league games within five days of one another in September. Name 
these Cooperstown-bound infielders. Joe Sewell for Cleveland on 
September 10 and Pittsburgh’s Pie Traynor September 15

Hawk Harrelson in the Chicago White Sox broadcast booth at 
Guaranteed Rate Field. (Photo: CBS Sports)



14

COLLECTOR’S CORNER
BY: JOHN RACANELLI
In 1949, Warren Spahn 
led the National League 
in wins, games started, 
complete games, 
innings pitched and 
strikeouts. Before the 
1950 season began, 
Boston Braves owner 
Louis Perini offered 
Spahn a two-year 
contract that would 
have paid him $28,000 
in 1950 and $32,000 in 
1951 (approximately 
$297,000 and 
$314,000, respectively, 
today). He did not 
agree to these terms 
but pitched for the 
Braves for another 15 
seasons. This original 
contract offer is 
now part of chapter 
member Rich Ray’s 
collection.
 
It’s okay to brag here – we want to see your coolest stuff!  Send 
photos and descriptions of your coolest baseball cards or 
memorabilia to j.racanelli@hotmail.com.

2020-2021 CHAPTER 
NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE
During 2020, Chicago’s Emil Rothe Chapter will switch to 
a bimonthly newsletter. We are always looking for new 

contributors. Here is the upcoming publication schedule, 
corresponding deadlines for content, and potential topics for 

lead stories. 

May-June 2020
Published: May 3 

Content Deadline: April 5 
Topics: Minor League Baseball, Independent Leagues,

Chapter News/Events 

July-August 2020
Published: July 5 

Content Deadline: June 7 
Topics: All-Star Game Preview, MLB Trade Deadline, 

Chapter News/Events 

September-October 2020
Published: September 6 

Content Deadline: August 2 
Topics: Postseason Preview/Predictions, Chapter News/Events 

November-December 2020
Published: November 8 

Content Deadline: October 4 
Topics: World Series Recap, Chapter News/Events 

January-February 2021
Published: January 3 

Content Deadline: December 6
Topics: 2020 Season Recap, SABR Day Promotion,

Chapter News/Events

March-April 2021
Published: March 7

Content Deadline: February 7
Topics: SABR Day Recap, MLB Opening Day, 
Spring Training Recap, Chapter News/Events 

We are looking forward to a great New Year, a new decade and 
a fantastic baseball season.

If you would like to contribute to a future issue of our Chapter 
newsletter, contact Bill Pearch at wcpearch@comcast.net.

SCOREBOARD PUZZLERS
Do you have a scoreboard photo that you’ve taken at a Major League 
Baseball park? Do you think you can stump your fellow SABR Chicago 
chapter members? Send us your photos and let’s see if we can guess 

the date of the game. Send your photos to newsletter editor
Bill Pearch via email at wcpearch@comcast.net and we will

share it in a future issue.

Warren Spahn as a member of the Boston 
Braves. (Photo: National Baseball Hall of 
Fame and Museum)
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… AND IT FEELS SO GOOD
—Grandal will be reunited with manager Rick Renteria as a member of 
the White Sox.

The two were together in San Diego in 2012 and 2013 when Renteria 
was a bench coach for Grandal’s first two big league campaigns.

SMALL CLUB
—Grandal will join Adrian Nieto (2014) and Nelson Santovenia (1992) 
as the only Cubans to catch for the Sox.

POWER SURGE
—Grandal hit a career-high 28 homers for the Brewers last season.

The only Sox catcher to surpass that number was Carlton Fisk, who set 
the club mark for the position with 37 homers in 1985.

GETTING ON
—Grandal posted a .380 on-base percentage in 2019.

The only Sox qualifying catchers with higher OBPs: Sherm Lollar .383 in 
1956 and Ray Schalk .382 in 1925.

HE’S NO. 1
—Grandal’s 141 home runs are the most among big league catchers 
born in Cuba.

CUBAN CONNECTION
—The Grandal signing means four of the top nine Cuban home run 
hitters play or have played for the Sox.

Grandal is ninth while Jose Abreu is seventh with 171, Minnie Minoso is 
sixth with 186 and Jose Canseco is second at 462. Rafael Palmeiro tops 
this list at 559.

Digging deeper, Alexei Ramirez is 13th with 115 and Yonder Alonso is 
15th with 100 so six of the top 15 Cuban home run hitters of all-time 
have Sox ties. FYI, Yoan Moncada and his 50 homers are 31st on this 
list.

WINDY CITY SHUTOUT
—Grandal has never homered in Chicago (23 games at Wrigley, two 
games at Guaranteed Rate Field)

BY POSITION
—Grandal has played 768 games at catcher, 70 at first base and two at 
designated hitter.

ALL-STAR REPORT
—Grandal is 0-for-2 in his two All-Star appearances.

In 2019, he was struck out by Aroldis Chapman to end the game in 
Cleveland.

The catcher who gloved strike three? James McCann!

—Brewer All-Stars to play for the Sox: Grandal and Carlos Lee.

—Padre All-Stars to play for the Sox: Grandal, Jake Peavy, Roberto 
Alomar, LaMarr Hoyt and Rich Gossage.

PLAYOFFS!
—Grandal has slashed .115/.274/.244 in 33 postseason games while 
appearing in the playoffs in each of the last five seasons.

Twelve players have joined the Sox with more postseason games than 
Grandal.

They are Manny Ramirez at 111, Andruw Jones at 75, Jon Jay at 67, 
Roberto Alomar at 58, Omar Vizquel at 57, Jim Thome at 55, Jimmy 

Rollins at 50, Sandy Alomar Jr. at 49, Kenny Lofton at 48, Austin Jackson 
at 40, Moose Skowron at 39 and Alex Avila at 34.

SOUTH SIDE!
—Grandal was 0-for-5 in his only two games at Guaranteed Rate Field.

Pinch-hitter Grandal lined out off Chris Sale to Ramirez at shortstop in 
his GRF (then known as U.S. Cellular Field) debut for the second out in 
the ninth of a 4-1 win over the Padres before 23,185 fans on June 1, 
2014.

Sale got the next batter looking for his ninth strikeout to finish off the 
two-hitter.

On July 18, 2017, Grandal was 0-for-5 with a strikeout (by Dan Jennings) 
as the starting catcher in the Dodgers 1-0 win before 23,088 at GRF.

Grandal was on the receiving end of seven brilliant innings from 
winning pitcher Clayton Kershaw (seven hits, seven strikeouts) and one 
each from Pedro Baez and Kenley Jansen (24th save).

Defensively, Grandal was 0-for-1 vs. Sox stealers (Tim Anderson) and 
was charged with an error on catcher’s interference when Kevan Smith 
reached in the second.

ON THE DEFENSIVE!
—Speaking of defense, Grandal has been at or above the league 
average in percentage of runners caught stealing in each of the last five 
seasons.

On the downside, Grandal led the National League in passed balls in 
2014, 2016 and 2017.

FAMILIAR FACE
--Grandal has a nice history with one projected member of the 2020 
White Sox pitching staff.

Grandal was on the receiving end of 16 of Gio Gonzalez’s appearances 
for the Brewers last season.

Gonzalez, who signed with the White Sox on Dec. 20, posted a 3.73 ERA 
with 68 strikeouts while throwing to Grandal in 2019.

In 70 innings, batters hit Gonzalez at a .228 clip with 68 strikeouts with 
Grandal at catcher.

FAMILIAR FACE II
—I bet you thought you were through hearing about … Odrisamer 
Despaigne. Not so fast!

The Cuban right-hander is the only pitcher on the Sox 2019 roster 
Grandal caught.

Despaigne posted a 2.74 ERA in 12 games with Grandal behind the 
plate for the 2014 Padres.

With Grandal guiding him, Despaigne opponents slashed 
.221/.302/.308 in 302 plate appearances.

Despaigne recently signed to play in Korea.

AND FINALLY … YAZ!
—Grandal will be the first YAZ to play for the Sox since farmhand Mike 
Yastrzemski, the son of Carl, scored the go-ahead run as a pinch-runner 
on game MVP Bobby Bonilla’s double in a 3-0 exhibition win over the 
Cubs on May 19, 1986 at Wrigley Field.

Follow David Marran, a member of the White Sox scoreboard crew 
since 1984, on Twitter @SoxNerd and his blog.

YASMANI GRANDAL (CONT.)

https://twitter.com/SoxNerd
https://soxnerd.wordpress.com/


16

OPENING DAY MEMORIES: 1990 BY: BILL PEARCH
Major League Baseball’s 2020 season officially opens later this month. 
The games count for real beginning on Thursday, March 26. The 
Chicago Cubs open the season in Milwaukee against the Brewers, and 
the Chicago White Sox open at home against the Kansas City Royals. 
With the excitement of a new season building, I cannot help but 
remember my first home opener.

My first home opener was planned as a day-night doubleheader. Being 
truthful, it wasn’t even originally scheduled as opening day. Let’s 
rewind 30 years and go back to opening day in 1990. George H. W. Bush 
was in the White House, the U.S. had yet to initiate Operations Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm, and a brief labor dispute prior to the start 
of the regular season led to the cancellation of the each MLB team’s 
first week of the year. Traditionally, the Cubs and White Sox begin each 
campaign apart. One team played in Chicago while the other opened 
on the road. That is still the practice today. But on Monday, April 9, 
1990 that wasn’t so.

Night baseball at Wrigley Field was still a novelty at the time. The Cubs 
were known for day baseball under the searing summer sun. Even chilly 
afternoons in early April felt warm because baseball was back and the 
games mattered. Since several games were cancelled in advance of 
April 9, the White Sox found themselves at home that afternoon with 
a 1:30 p.m. start. The Cubs were slated to host their first night game of 
the season at 7:05 p.m. Very unusual roles for the two teams.

White Sox fans were lamenting the pending demise of their 80-year-
old shrine, Comiskey Park. The new Comiskey Park, later renamed U.S. 
Cellular Field then Guaranteed Rate Field, was seen rising over the first 
base grandstand. With these tickets, my Dad and I found ourselves at 
a cool and drizzly historic baseball moment. That game marked the 
final opening day at Comiskey Park, the so-called Baseball Palace of the 

World. The White Sox defeated the 
Milwaukee Brewers, still members of 
the American League, that afternoon 
by a score of 2-1. That was the 
team’s first of 94 wins that season, 
good enough for second place in the 
American League West. They finished 
nine games behind the division-
winning, and pennant-winning 
Oakland Athletics.

Following a quick trip north on the 
CTA’s North-South Route (what is now 
known as the Red Line), we arrived 
at Wrigley Field. Night baseball was 
in its infancy on the North Side. 
Slightly more than a dozen evening 
games were allowed each season due to City Council restrictions in 
response to neighborhood cries. So 1990 was only the second full 
season to feature night baseball in the old ballpark. The Cubs hosted 
the Philadelphia Phillies in the ballpark’s first opening day night game in 
history that evening. That was until the rain came. 

On April 9, 1990, the Phillies grabbed a 2-0 lead when Lenny Dykstra 
belted a two-run homer off of Greg Maddux. About one hour after the 
game started, the rain forced a delay of almost two hours and washed 
the game out of the history books.

Above: The tarp comes off of the field for Comiskey Park’s final home 
opener on April 9, 1990. (Photo: James Klekowski / 1990: So Long, 
Old Comiskey Park)
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SABR DAY 2020: RECAP

Michael Haupert:
The Business of
Being the Babe

Chicago Salmon:
Vintage Base Ball

Krystal Lee and 
Greg Schwanke: 

Rockford Starfires and 
the Friends of Beyer 

Stadium 
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Carl Skanberg’s 
White Sox Artwork

Part 1

Carl Skanberg’s 
White Sox Artwork:

Part 2

“Who is Ken
Keltner?”

Shawn Anderson 
and Lou Olsen:
The Hall of Very
Good Podcast

Bruce Allardice:
2020 Baseball

Predictions 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2020 / THE BRAT STOP, KENOSHA, WI

https://www.facebook.com/SabrChicago/videos/731716187354271/
https://www.facebook.com/SabrChicago/videos/180602729928312/
https://www.facebook.com/SabrChicago/videos/187839852312015/
https://www.facebook.com/SabrChicago/videos/568820547042801/
https://www.facebook.com/SabrChicago/videos/884439875340233/
https://www.facebook.com/SabrChicago/videos/1247001372163409/
https://www.facebook.com/SabrChicago/videos/199200921463334/
https://www.facebook.com/SabrChicago/videos/186306229272419/

